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Is goodness simply an illusion? Is it a fantasy to believe that humanity is 

capable of good? Or is that something that only God accomplishes? 

These may seem to be odd questions, but in light of how people treat each 

other perhaps they are questions that we should ask.  

 

During this pandemic we have seen the gamut of human emotion and reaction. We have 

seen kindness beyond measure and people literally putting themselves in harm’s way for 

others. We have also seen people complaining of doing the least things for the well-being 

of their neighbor. Should we be surprised by these things? Perhaps not. However, we can 

ask one simple thing. Who is glorified in our actions? Yes, who is glorified in our thoughts 

and attitudes when we focus so much upon what we want as individuals that we forget why 

and for whom we exist? 

 

If everything is from God and therefore about God, then you might wonder why people 

wish things to be about themselves? Well, this has occurred from the beginning. Genesis 

tells the story of a kind and benevolent creator who demands extraordinarily little of 

creation and the original humans. Simply put, do not eat from one tree. Indeed, do not even 

touch it. You would think that we could pull off something so simple. That we could sacrifice 

the desire of one simple thing in consideration of the gift of creation and all of life. Yet, 

there is a greater desire. It is to be our own God and Lord. In that thought alone, humanity 

entered sin. This was brought to fruition when we act upon that thought. In that act we turn 

our backs on God.  

 

It still is happening today all about us. It happens in our world, nations, states, communities, 

schools, and yes, even in our church. It can only please one person and that person whose 

business is to create havoc, mayhem, division, and strife. So, we might ask something of 

ourselves, do the thoughts and actions we take promote unity, caring, love, or strife? If you 

speak against a sister or brother, that is strife. If you prefer your way to those that seek to 

care and protect others, that is strife. 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epiphanyofourlordchurch.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Feol_pastors_desk_feature.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epiphanyofourlordchurch.com%2F11037-2%2F&docid=6BKVcRXZ6kqD8M&tbnid=0u7BKd9yHcXQcM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwi3stjgvvLfAhWBZlAKHfTLAR4QMwhFKAowCg..i&w=512&h=512&bih=931&biw=1920&q=from%20the%20pastor's%20desk%20clipart&ved=0ahUKEwi3stjgvvLfAhWBZlAKHfTLAR4QMwhFKAowCg&iact=mrc&uact=8


 
 

  

But when we forego our own preferences, our own desires, we begin to accomplish what the 

Lord asks of us when Jesus tells us to, “Deny yourself.” He says this and follows it with, 

“Pick up your cross, and follow me.” Is this easy? Well, it’s as hard as your choices choose 

to make it. It also depends upon your level of maturity as a Christian and true disciple of 

Christ. For those who are mature in Jesus, it is not hard. For those who are immature and 

“still on milk” as the Apostle Paul puts it, it is extremely hard. Indeed, those who seek their 

own way lie awake at night tossing and turning rather that trusting the one true God who is 

God. In one sense of it, we do it to ourselves and in the process make our lives a living misery 

affecting not only ourselves, but those around us who see our suffering. 

 

In this time, as in all times, we are called to work together for the body of Christ to be an 

effective witness to the world around us so that they might see Christ rather than a bunch 

of humans who are immovable in their positions and have a great talent for argument. Indeed, 

I often muse that if we, as individuals, sought the way of Christ as much as we do our own 

way, what amazing Christians we would be. We have been given this opportunity to live as 

Christ and what shall we do with it?  

 

Do these words hurt? Do they wound your soul? If you are following our savior, they should 

not hurt at all. In fact, those who follow Jesus will find these words most comforting for it 

reassures them that the path they walk, one of caring and compassion for the neighbor the 

Lord calls them to love as themselves, is truly the way of the Lord. These words reassure 

those who follow that God has not, will not, and will never abandon the people that God 

loves. That is everyone!!!  

 

So, let us love therefore, not only with a love spoken of, but lived in action and in the time 

of pandemic, inaction. As, counterintuitive as that may seem, the distancing that we practice 

now assures the safety of those that God loves. This situation, too, shall pass. Life will 

come to a new form of normalization. And we shall grow stronger in character, stronger as 

the people of God, and stronger in faith. 

 

Amen 
 
 



 
 

  

 

 
STEWARDSHIP NOTE 

September 2020 
 

(Proverbs 3:9–10) (ESV): 9 Honor the LORD with your 
wealth and with the first fruits of all your produce;  
10 then your barns will be filled with plenty,  
and your vats will be bursting with wine. 

 
As of this writing we are awaiting the 

finalized bill from the contractor for the 

repairs to our church.  

 

Please remember the total Capital Campaign 

goal for three years remains at 400-K. The 

next phase is the nave painting and crack 

repairs, approximately 10-K. Once the funds 

have been raised for this phase, then the 

repairs will begin.  

 

Thank you, 

Stewardship Team  

 
(1 Chronicles 29: 16-17): 16 O Lord our God, all this 
abundance that we have provided for building you a 
house for your holy name comes from your hand and 
is all your own. 17 I know, my God, that you test the 
heart and have pleasure in uprightness. In the 
uprightness of my heart I have freely offered all these 
things, and now I have seen your people, who are 
present here, offering freely and joyously to you.   
 

In keeping with the concerns for 

safety and health, your pastor is here 

for you as always. However, at this 

time we ask that should you desire to 

speak with the pastor in-person to arrange an 

appointment by calling the office. Then, we also ask 

that you wear a mask for the meeting. In this way, we 

assure that we are doing all we can to maintain safety 

while continuing the ministry of Christ. As always, I 

thank you for your kindness and consideration in this. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Faron 
 

 

St. David’s Ev. Lutheran Church 

Staff Contact Information 
 

Rev. Faron Johnson, Pastor 
StDavidsPastor@stdavidslutheran.org 

570-246-3031 (cell)  
Michael Busija, Minister of Music 

Mabusija@wpa.net 
Brian Byer, Financial Secretary 

finance@stdavidslutheran.org 
Jessica Brewer, Office Secretary 

secretary@stdavidslutheran.org 
Brad Kaufman, Custodian 

Dennis Naugle, Groundskeeper 

 
Learning Place  

~479-7390~ 

learningplace@stdavidslutheran.org 

Bekah Adams, Director 

Melissa Allison, Group Supervisor 

Ashley Gindlesperger, Group Supervisor 

Heather Ketner, Asst. Group Supervisor 

Aggie Marguccio, Asst. Group Supervisor 

Kaylee Moyer, Center Aide 

Amber Nicholson, Asst Group Supervisor 

Tonya Telenko, Center Aide 

Vicky Thwing, Center Aide 

 

 

 EMERGENCY TEAM NOTE  
Currently the Emergency Team is continuing to 

meet monthly, to monitor the changing conditions of 

the pandemic. Considering Synod, state, and local 

recommendations, then make recommendations to 

Council to consider and vote on. Our main goal is to 

keep our congregation safe and open for worship, 

and to not do anything that may jeopardize the 

operation of the Learning Place. 

 

Sincerely,  

Emergency Team 

 
“I have chosen you and have not rejected you. So do 
not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I 
am your God… For I am the Lord your God who takes 
hold of your right hand and says to you, ‘Do not fear; 
I will help you’” (Isaiah 41:9-10, 13).   

mailto:StDavidsPastor@stdavidslutheran.org
mailto:Mabusija@wpa.net
mailto:finance@stdavidslutheran.org
mailto:secretary@stdavidslutheran.org


 
 

  

Please welcome Lindsie 

Hammaker to St. David’s 

Evangelical Lutheran 

Church family. Lindsie is a 

membership transfer 

from Zion Lutheran Church.  

 

 

Let’s have a (socially 

distanced) fire! The Children 

& Youth and Learning Teams 

are cordially inviting all 

children/youth and their 

families to a socially distanced 

bonfire on Sunday, October 

11th from 3pm-5pm. Join us for some fellowship 

and fun! More details to come. 
 

 
CONNECTING GENERATIONS: The 

Children and Youth Team are 

generating ideas to connect our 

youth with older members of the 

church. (This could be anyone not 

considered children and youth!) 

Maybe that means penpals, Zoom 

calls, questionnaires, porch visits, 

book recommendations, etc. The 

sky’s the limit! If you have ideas or 

are interested in participating, 

please contact Stormie Cannistraci 

at stormiegclark@gmail.com or 

724.689.7342 (text/call). 

 

The next Red Cross 

bloodmobile will be held on 

Monday, September 28
th
 from 

12-5:30 PM.  PLEASE NOTE 

that the location has been 

moved to the Conemaugh Twp Fire Hall 

(1942 Krings St, Tire Hill) and NOT AT St. 

David’s Lutheran Church. 

 

The Sunday morning Worship Services are 

available on the St. David’s Facebook Page 

and on YouTube.  

 Also services are posted to the church 

website www.stdavidsluthearn.org 

 

  

 
 

 

If you are Thrivent member (a person 
who owns 1 or more Thrivent [former 
Lutheran Brotherhood, Aid 

Association for Lutherans] insurance policies), 
there are funds available to support ministries in 
our congregation, community, synod or across 
the globe!  Thrivent Choice Dollars – through 
this program, Thrivent members can access 
funds by going online to the Thrivent website: 
www.Thrivent.com.  Create a Log-in and click on 
‘Choice Dollars’.  You will be told how many 
dollars you have available. Then you can 
designate your charity of choice – your 
congregation – Camp Sequanota – Allegheny 
Synod – Allegheny Lutheran Social Ministries – 
or any other local, national or international 
charity to see if it is registered – then designate 
your dollars. Our congregation, and synod camp 
and social ministry organization count on your 
Choice Dollars to accomplish many outreach 
activities. Please check out the website today.  
 

mailto:stormiegclark@gmail.com
http://www.stdavidsluthearn.org/
http://www.thrivent.com/


 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

H. Ray Gindlesperger 

Elsie Fetterman 
 

 

 

 

 
Hospital Stays 

If you must go into the hospital, please let 

the admittance department know that you 

are affiliated with St. David’s Lutheran 

Church. We have no way of knowing unless 

you tell the hospital, have a family member 

or a friend call us 479-4110. Pastor Faron 

cannot call if we don't know the details of 

your admission. 

 

 



 
 

  

BIRTHDAYS 

 
1 Evangeline Tresnicky 
2 Cathy Lilly 
 Barb Pile 
3 Daniel Alberti 
 Rick Miller 
 L. Roeg Williamson 
4 Dylan Drenner 
 Jennifer Fetterman 
 Tammy Siehl 
5 Lillian Griffith 
6 Ralph Alberti 
8 Albert Meehleib***204 Chestnut Street. 
 PO Box 204 Davidsville, PA 15928 
9 Joyce Gindlesperger  
 Casey Miller 
 Adam R. Naugle 
10 Tracey Farabaugh 
12 Anna Collins 
 Austyn Yoder 
13 Kristin Rabbitt 
 Susan Stahl 
14 Kirsten Andrews 

Lori Anton 
Ellie Hunsberger 

15 Steven Mummert 

 Christine Walerysiak 
16 William Cobaugh*** PO Box 87, 
 Jerome,  PA 15937 

William Stayrook 

17 Stephanie Summits 

18 Shannon Berkebile 
Haley Fetterman 
Allen Krynicky 
Linda Pauley 
Cassey Stevens 

19 Kevin Horner 
 Chad Moore 
 Audra Zaman 
20 John Liska 
 William Rouser Jr. 
21 Jan Bolha 
22 Lori Cable 

 Kelly Varner 
23 Jackson Byer 

Nicole Frankenfield  
Joan Kaufman***1010 Wildflower Court 
Davidsville PA 15928 
Emily Sprowls***1600 Cambridge Dr. 
Apt 305 Davidsville PA 15928 

24 Mila Feathers 

Haley Naugle 

25 Debra Gindlesperger 
 Troy Horner 
 Ray Kauffman 
 Pierce Miller 
 Lois Tessari 
26 Sherry Desort 
 Thomas Mitchell 
 Sandy Naugle 
27 Sherri Andrews 
28 Lea Cobaugh 
 Joshua Ott 
 Stephen Sotosky 
29 Daniel Golias 
30 Thomas Mishler 
 Robert Naugle 
If weôve missed you, please call the church office to 

let us know so we can recognize you properly! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. David®s Online 

Giving by going to the 

church website 

www.stdavidslutheran.org 

click on GIVE, click on SIGN 

IN. You will need to register for a new account.  Once 

you are registered you can give to the General 

Budget (unified); Capital Campaign or 

Endowment Fund  using a credit card or bank 

account.  You may also choose to make your gift 

recurring. Questions please call the church office 479-

4110. 

 
 

  

 

 

  
 
 

*** Please remember the following people 
with a card as they remember their 80+ 
birthdays.  Please contact the church 
office (479-4110) for additions or 
corrections. 

http://www.stdavidslutheran.org/
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fcliparting.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2016%2F10%2FImpressive-september-clipart-for-free-download-search-for-free.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fcliparting.com%2Ffree-september-clipart-24172%2F&docid=Q9SAYEg-HkGUyM&tbnid=KgRP_ZXfyRg4PM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjByom9w4fkAhWOUt8KHRMoBioQMwh6KAAwAA..i&w=1024&h=525&bih=967&biw=1920&q=september%20clipart&ved=0ahUKEwjByom9w4fkAhWOUt8KHRMoBioQMwh6KAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8


 
 

  

  

Godôs Work Our Hands Sunday  

Sunday, September 13 is the day! Our project is one of providing desserts for the Somerset County Meals on 

Wheels program; and whether you have distanced yourself from pretty much everyone or you find yourself less 

distanced because of work or school or life, the good news is that every household can participate in this 

project. If you have not yet completed a form, please do so, using the form below and get involved! 

Collection of the desserts will take place on Sunday, September 13 from 8 A.M. to Noon. They can be dropped 

off in the narthex as you enter for worship, or at curbside in the lower parking lot, or someone can pick it up at 

your home (indicate this choice on the form please). Thank you in advance for joining together with your sisters 

and brothers in Christ at St. David’s as we provide these desserts. Make no mistake, our efforts are truly a 

blessing to others right here in Somerset County during some very challenging times. 

 

Please place this completed form in the basket in the narthex. 



 
 

  

ST. DAVID’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Church Council Minutes 
Sunday, July 12, 2020 

 
Members Present: Bill Bergman, Gail Berkebile, Jerrod Cannistraci, Josiah Custer, Erik Frombach, Deb Hart, 

Nick Hunsberger, Linda Shrader, Amanda Tercek, Jack Winters & Pastor Johnson 
Members Absent: Tony Berkebile & David Finney 
Attendees at council meeting: Jerry Blough, Michael Busija, Susan Frombach, Joyce Gindlesperger, Ed Hart, Allen 
Krynicky, Ronna Marisa, Sue Risch, Doug Shrader & Chrissy Troxell 

Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 12:10 p.m. 
 
Bible Reflection and Prayer 
“Accepting What Can’t Be Changed” was read by Pastor Johnson. Pastor Johnson then led us in prayer. 
 
Attendees Addressed Council 
The following attendees addressed council: Chrissy Troxell, Allen Krynicky and Michael Busija. 
 

Chrissy Troxell addressed council concerning no plans for Sunday School and catechism for the upcoming 2020-2021 term. 
She also stated that there is a shortage of teachers.   
 
Allen Krynicky and Michael Busija addressed council concerning the upcoming Polish Mass event. Polish Mass event was 
scheduled to be held on Sunday, August 2, 2020 and was also listed on the website for Rosie and the Jammers. Council was 
not aware of this event being held this year due to the pandemic. Council was concerned for the safety of Pastor Johnson, 
congregation and attendees. Much discussion was held concerning this event. 
 
Secretary Report: Report approved. 
 
Treasurers Report: No report available. 
 
Team Reports 

Learning Place. Sue Risch gave report. 
Communications Team. Bill Bergman gave report. 
Stewardship Team. Doug Shrader gave report. 
Service Team. Bill Bergman gave report. 
Property Team. Jerry Blough gave report. 
Emergency Team. Doug Shrader gave report. 
Discussion was held about upcoming church service times from July 12 to September 6, 2020. The Emergency Team 
recommended one service at 9:30 a.m. from July 12, 2020 to September 6, 2020. 
 
Motion by Erik Frombach and seconded by Nick Hunsberger that starting July 19, 2020 through September 6, 2020, we 
have two services at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. and follow the Emergency Team guidelines for safety of all attendees. Motion 
carried. 
 
For the Good of the Church 
The Polish Mass for 2020 has been cancelled. 
 
Motion by Jack Winters and seconded by Deb Hart to adopt a process for worship teams planning events must be brought 
to and receive approval of council. Motion carried. 
 
Mandie Tercek requested that the bell tower play church hymns rather than ringing. Gail Berkebile said she will check with 

Marvin Gindlesperger. 
 
Adjournment 
Motion by Jack Winters and seconded by Erik Frombach to adjourn meeting. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Linda Shrader 
Secretary 

 



 

 

Worship Volunteers are needed for the month of October. Please call the 

church office at 479-4110 or email secretary@stdavidslutheran.org if you are willing to 

help be a lector, usher or communion assistant for any weekend in October. Thank you!  

Are you ready for Sunday School to begin?  We are too!  The decision was made 

to delay our start to October, although that too could change. Council continues 

to discuss the reopening of our faith community in the safest way possible and 

this will provide time for families to adjust to whatever September may 

bring.  Once our start date is confirmed, registration forms will be sent in the 

mail and made available at each service.  Additional details will be provided as 

they are received.  We are in need of Sunday School teachers for various age groups.  Current teachers will be 

stretched too thin to meet the needs of the classes we currently offer without additional volunteers.  We appreciate 

those willing to help or substitute, but we need to find teachers.  Without, notifications will be sent via Remind 

to alert parents to a particular class being cancelled for the upcoming Sunday.  Please consider branching out and 

devoting your time to helping our youth grow and explore their faith.  You just might find it strengthens yours 

too!  Our next Learning Team meeting is scheduled for September 27th at 11:30 am.  Contact Sarah Worst 

(sworst@atlanticbb.net) 

 

 

Ò September 6 Ò  

Communion Assts-Rick Miller & Ed Hart (8); Tonya Telenko & NEED VOLUNTEER (10:30) 

Lectors-Diane Miller (8); Sherri Andrews (10:30) 

Ushers- Joe & Sue Risch (8); Erik & Susan Frombach (10:30) 

Counters- Team 2: Doug & Linda Shrader, Joyce Gindlesperger, Mike & Melissa Grose & Dave Barabas 

Ò September 13 Ò  

Communion Assts-Sue Risch & Ronna Marisa (8); Tonya Telenko & Mary Jane McCready (10:30) 

Lectors-Patty Rullo (8) Mary Jane McCready (10:30) 

Ushers- Doug & Linda Shrader (8); Jack & Carol Winters (10:30) 

Counters-Team 3: Bill & Sherri Andrews, Sonya Andrews, Von & Marsha Parkins, Jack & Carol Winters 

Ò September 20 Ò 

Communion Assts- Ronna Marisa & Ed Hart (8); Tonya Telenko & Ron Tessari (10:30) 

Lectors-Erin Sotosky (8); Bill Bergman (10:30) 

Ushers-Tom & Deb Harris (8); Sis Barabas & Jeff Rowe (10:30) 

Counters-Team 4: Dennis Naugle, Tim Telenko, Nick Hunsberger, Ron Tessari, Erika Winters-Rowe 

Ò September 27 Ò 

Communion Assts- Doug & Linda Shrader (8); Tonya Telenko & NEED VOLUNTEER (10:30) 

Lectors-Deb Hart (8) Sonya Andrews (10:30) 

Ushers- Dennis Naugle & Leo Marisa (8); NEED VOLUNTEER (10:30) 

Counters-Team 1: Bill & Pat Bergman, Lou Ann Reckner, Alan Mankamyer, Sue Risch & Deb Hart 

 

mailto:secretary@stdavidslutheran.org
mailto:sworst@atlanticbb.net


 

SEPTEMBER 2020  

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 
 

3 4 
Office Closed 
Secretary Off 
0ÁÓÔÏÒȭÓ $ÁÙ /ÆÆ 

5 
 

6 
8 AM Worship/ Communion 
10:30 AM Worship/Communion  
 

7 

 
Office & LP Closed 

 

8 9 
5:30 PM Emergency Team 
(FH9 if rain) 

10 
 

11 
0ÁÓÔÏÒȭÓ $ÁÙ /ÆÆ 
 

 

12 
 

13 
RALLY DAY/GWOH 

8 AM Worship/ Communion 
10:30 AM Worship/Communion  

 

14 
φ 0- 0ÁÓÔÏÒȭÓ "ÉÂÌÅ 
Study (N) 
 
 
 
 
 

15 16 
5 PM Communication (C19) 
5:30 PM Stewardship (FH9 if 
rain) 
 

 

17 
 
 

18 
0ÁÓÔÏÒȭÓ $ÁÙ /ÆÆ 

19 
 

20 
8 AM Worship/ Communion 
10:30 AM Worship/Communion  
12 PM Council Meeting (FH9) 
 

21 
φ 0- 0ÁÓÔÏÒȭÓ "ÉÂÌÅ 
Study (N) 
 

 

22 
 

23 

7 PM GWOH (C16) 
24 

 
25 

0ÁÓÔÏÒȭÓ $ÁÙ /ÆÆ 
26 

27 
8 AM Worship/ Communion 
10:30 AM Worship/Communion  
 

28 
φ 0- 0ÁÓÔÏÒȭÓ "ÉÂÌÅ 
Study (N) 

 

29 30 

 
Please check the church calendar for the most up to 

date activities and schedules available on the church 

website (www.stdavidslutheran.org) 

 

Pastor Faron will be away from Friday, September 4th -Thursday, September 10th During that time Pastor Ruth 

Jensen will be available for pastoral emergencies. Her contact information is personal cell phone:  814-880-1061 

(caller ID will say Boalsburg, PA. Call and/or text 24/7. Email:  therutheran@gmail.com. Good Shepherd Church 

office:  814-467-4227. 
 

http://www.stdavidslutheran.org/
mailto:therutheran@gmail.com

