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Pastor Mark’s reflection for Advent and Christmas  

 

At the synod assembly, one of the candidates for bishop made the comment, “A challenge is a 

good opportunity in disguise.”  

 

That comment made me think about God’s challenge to find a way to reconcile humanity with 

God.  when one looks over the whole story in the Hebrew Bible, God has tried many and various ways 

to prod, lead, entice, & cajole the people of Israel to trust God, to live faithfully to the Torah and to 

treat all people with dignity and respect.  After Moses and Joshua, God raised up judges like Gideon, 

Sampson, and Eli to lead Israel.  When the people of Israel wanted a king, God warned them of the 

consequences of having a king like the countries surrounding Israel.  Yielding to their incessant pleas, 

God raised up Saul, David, Solomon and a whole host of other kings who failed to keep the Law, 

enslaved the people, and corrupted the Temple worship.  God tried prophets like, Isaiah, Jeremiah, 

Amos, Hosea, Zephaniah, and many others to change the ways Israel and Judah lived.  But to no avail. 

God used what I call “the nuclear option” when God first allowed Israel and then Judah to be overrun 

and destroyed by the empires of Assyria and Babylon in a hope that the people of Israel would return to 

faithful living. God used the opportunity of Judah’s return from exile as a way f bring God’s people 

back to faithful living. 

 

Yet the challenge still remained.  How to reconcile humanity back to God.  This time, God took 

a completely different direction.  God became human in the form of a baby born of the Virgin Mary.  

This baby became a child, and the child grew into adulthood. This man walked throughout Galilee and 

Judah, teaching, healing, and admonishing those with whom he met.  This man, Jesus, entered 

Jerusalem to a king’s welcome and in less than a week, he was crucified at the order of the Roamn 

governor, Pilate. The Roman government and the Jewish religious leaders thought they had washed 

their hands of this meddling, itinerant rabbi. But on the third day, God resurrected Jesus and forty days 

late, Jesus ascended into heaven.  The challenge that has faced God became a good opportunity in 

disguise in the person of Jesus. 

 

In the Season of Advent not only is it a time of preparation to celebrate the birth of Jesus.  It is 

also a time of waiting and hoping with joyful anticipation for his promised return. 

 

My wish and prayer to all is for a blessed time of celebrating the birth of Jesus and for a blessed 

time of hoping for his return. 
 

Gratefully, 

 

Pastor Mark W. Fischer 

 

 

 



 

 

   



 Birthdays 

1 Ella Brandenburg 
 Pastor Nathan Pile 
2 Erin Borodach 

Pastor Larry Hoover**6677 Glades Pike 
Somerset, PA 15501 

 Steele Venet 
3 Caroline Feightner 

Jason Weber 
4 Robert Herbold III 
5 Scott McKool  

Mike Moyer Sr. 
 Melissa Spishak 
6 Barbara Adams 

Brooke Fetterman 
Dwayne Varner 

 Sean Varner 
7 Todd Berkebile 
8 Aedan Varner 
9 Sherry Kist 
 Britany Siehl 
 William Venet Jr. 
10 Wendy Harker 
 Quinn Mowery 
11 Will Benning 
 Roberta Cordek 
 Morgan Sleek 
12 Mea Rouser 

13 Ruth Dellavecchia**2000 Cambridge Dr.  
Rm 603, Davidsville PA 15928 

14 Richard Edsall 
 Michael Hart 

Kevin Kotch 
16 Bradley Gearhart 
 Stephen Summits 
17 Melissa Maddy  

Kathy Naugle 
18 Catherine Deal 
19 Yvonne Janidlo  

Ella Mandel  
20 Katie Vann 
21 Jill LaRue 
22 Jessica Collins 
23 Sally Blue 
24 Dennis R. Naugle 
25 Paige Deal 
 Holly Russo 

27 Alicia Saylor 
28 Jeremy Bergman 

Carrie Liska 
David Nicholson  
Christopher Sweeney 
Sandra Thomas**747 Mount Carmel 
Drive, Windber, PA 15963 
Seth Zaman 

29 Roseann Layton 
 Kimberly Reckner 

Amanda Tercek 
30 Trenton Troxell 
31 Jonathan Jones   
 Margaret Whetzel 
 

If we’ve missed you, please call the church office to let 
us know so we can recognize you properly! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The St. David’s Prayer Chain 
would like to support anyone in 
need of prayers.  When given a 
prayer request, our group will 
pray for that person for two 

weeks.  If you would like more time, you can let us 
know.  If you provide an address, we will send a card to 
that person.  To submit a prayer request please contact 
Gail Berkebile at 814-525-1673 by phone or text or email 
to gailgolias@yahoo.com  
If you would like to join the Prayer Chain, contact Gail or 
Jessica, the Church Secretary or any member of the 
Prayer Chain. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
  

 
 

***Please remember the following 
people with a card as they remember 
their 80+ birthdays.  Please contact the 
church office (814-479-4110) for 
additions or corrections. 

 

Interim Pastor Mark Fischer 

pastormarkfischer@gmail.com 

717-870-4757 (cell) 

Brett Merberger, Minister of Music 

bmerberger@gmail.com 

Brian Byer, Financial Secretary 

finance@stdavidslutheran.org 

Jessica Brewer, Office Secretary 

stdavids_sec@atlanticbb.net  
www.stdavidslutheran.org 

814-479-4110 (church office) 

Brad Kaufman, Custodian 

mailto:gailgolias@yahoo.com
mailto:pastormarkfischer@gmail.com
mailto:bmerberger@gmail.com
mailto:finance@stdavidslutheran.org
http://www.stdavidslutheran.org/


 

 

  

Want to make St. David’s your 
church family?  Please fill out 
the pew pads and drop in the 

offering plate or you can speak with any council 
member about joining St. David’s Lutheran Church. 

 

 
Lauren Bungard*Cathy Lilly 

 Angie McKool*Lynn McDaniel 
Kristie Byer*Jack Winters 

Jeff Eash* Greg Lilly 
Rachel Thomas-Kimmel *Patty Rullo 

 

The 2026 Ministry Spending Plan 
passed with 82-yes, 0-no; 2 abstain  

Elected by Congregation to Council: 

2-Year Term 
➢ Jeff Eash 
➢ Patty Rullo 
3-Year Term 
➢ Sonya Andrews 

➢ Sue Risch 
➢ Lois Tessari 
➢ Doug Shrader 

 

 
 

 
If you have a change of address, phone number 
or email please call the church office 814-479-
4110 or email stdavids_sec@atlanticbb.net so 
we can update our records. 
 
 
 
 

ST. DAVID’S LEARNING PLACE 

 BOARD MEMBERS 

Jerrod Cannistraci* Cathy Lilly 
Cindy Liska*Mary Helen Hruska 

Patty Rullo*Linda Shrader*Becky Robinson 

 

814-479-7390 
Jennifer Percinsky: Director 

learningplacestdavids@gmail.com 
Madison Bebee, Asst. Group Supervisor 

Felica Beglin: Asst. Group Supervisor 
Pam Carhart: Asst. Group Supervisor 
Halie Griffie, Asst. Group Supervisor 

Brianna Mohle: Asst. Group Supervisor 
Gina Yacynych: Preschool 3 lead teacher  

 

 
We would like to wish our friends Bella, Brooks, 

and Evan a very Happy Birthday! 
 

Join us for our Christmas Program December 18th 
at 6pm! 

 
St. David's Learning Place staff would like to wish 

all our families and friends a Very Blessed 
Christmas! 

 
 

 

 
Ronald Tessari 

Chris & Dana Begley 
 

Fred Cassler 

Marcia Bernheisel 
 
 
 

mailto:learningplacestdavids@gmail.com


 

 

  

Something to think about………..  

 Have you ever wondered what happens to the 

money we send monthly to the Allegheny Synod????  

It’s a good question.  Since the Allegheny Synod just 

concluded their 2025 Synod Assembly and adopted a 

budget for the 2026-2027 fiscal year, I thought 

inquiring minds might like to know.   

 St. David’s sends 10% of the offering received 

as a tithe to the Allegheny Synod every month.  For the 

month of October, our offering totaled $24,209; our 

treasurer will send a remittance of $2,421 to the 

Allegheny Synod in the month of November.   

The Allegheny Synod fiscal year runs from 

February 1 to January 31 of the following year.  This 

allows congregations to send their year-end remittances 

which will arrive in January of the new year to be 

included in the total received from congregations.  For 

the 2025/26 fiscal year that ends on January 31, 2026, 

the synod is projecting that it will receive $596,358 (In 

the 2020/21 fiscal year, the Allegheny Synod received 

$722,325).   

How is this money spent?  In terms of staff 

salaries for six people and the related expenses like the 

employer share of Social Security/Medicare, health 

insurance, travel, and pension contributions, that 

amount for 2025/26 fiscal year is $300,011.  Rent, and 

other office & admin expenses is projected to be 

$58,300.  The Allegheny Synod sends $186,220 to the 

ELCA to support the various programs of the church-

wide organization (In 2021/22, the synod sent $320,322 

to the ELCA)  The Allegheny Synod supports a host of 

other ministries like Camp Sequanota ($35,000), Penn 

State Campus Ministry ($12,000), United Lutheran 

Seminary ($13,000), Allegheny Lutheran Social 

Ministries ($5000) and LaMPa*($2000). Then there 

are expenses for seminarian support, synod assembly, 

candidacy committee, first call theological education, 

The Lutheran Letter, and a bunch of other line items 

totaling 37,000.  Grand total of $630,531.  Which 

leaves a deficit of $34,000+/- which is covered by 

taking money out of the synod savings and 

investments.  To see the entire budget worksheet, go to 

www.alleghenysynod.org and click on the link for the 

synod assembly and the budget link will be found there. 
 

*LAMPa stands for Lutheran Advocacy Ministry in 

Pennsylvania 

 

Christmas can be a painful time for some. It may 
be the first Christmas without a loved family 
member who has recently died; it may be a time 
that has always been difficult. The constant 
refrain on the radio and television, in shopping 
malls and churches, about the happiness of the 
season, about getting together with family and 
friends, reminds many people of what they have 
lost or have never had. The anguish of broken 
relationships, the insecurity of unemployment, 
the weariness of ill health, the pain of isolation - 
all these can make us feel very alone in the midst 
of the celebrating and spending. We need the 
space and time to acknowledge our sadness and 
concern; we need to know that we are not alone. 
Our spirits sink, as the days grow shorter. We feel 
the darkness growing deeper around us. We need 
encouragement to live the days ahead of us. For 
these reasons, St. David's will offer a special 
“Longest Night” service on Sunday, December 
21st  at 6:30PM. Come out, and join with us in 
sharing and hearing prayers, scripture, and music 
that acknowledge that God’s presence is for 
those who mourn, for those who struggle - and 
that God’s Word comes to shine light into our 
darkness. Everyone, regardless of church 
background (or lack of it) is welcome. The 
service  will be followed by a brief time for light 
refreshments and fellowship. 
 

 
Make plans to join us Christmas Eve at 4:30PM & 

7:30PM. Special music will begin a half hour 
prior to each service. 

 

http://www.alleghenysynod.org/


 

 

  

 

 We will hang the Christmas greens Sunday, December 
14th after the 10:30 service.  A soup and sandwich lunch 
will be provided after the service and then we will 
move into decorating.  Please volunteer and join 

us.  Sign up in the narthex. 

 
The final deposit of the 

year will be made on 

Monday, December 29th 

for the 202 5 

contribution statements. Any 

contributions received after that will 

be recorded on the 202 6 statements.  

 

 

Frazier Fur Wreaths with a bow FOR 

SALE $25.00/EACH 

 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6th from 

9:00AM -12:00PM  

 

AT THE CONEMAUGH TOWNSHIP 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY SWANK HOUSE 

 
 

St. David’s Church monthly donation to 
the St. Francis Sharing & Caring Food 
Pantry is boxed macaroni & cheese. 
Please remember to grab several boxes, 
the next time at the store, and place 

them in the wooden crate in the narthex. Thank 
you for your faithful commitment to this 
ministry! 
 

SIGN Up for St. David’s Online 

Giving by going to the church 

website 

www.stdavidslutheran.org click 

on GIVE, click on SIGN IN. You will 

need to register for a new account.  Once you 

are registered you can give to the General 

Budget (unified); Capital Campaign or 

Endowment Fund using a credit card or bank 

account.  You may also choose to make your 

gift recurring 

 
The 3ÔȢ $ÁÖÉÄȭÓ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎ 

Church Service Team will be 

helping with desserts for the 

Somerset County Meals on Wheels.  Desserts will be 

collected SUNDAY, December 7th in the narthex 

between the hours of 8:00-10:00AM. Desserts can 

be baked, or store bought . 

 Cakes – no icing, but chips & sprinkles  
are acceptable. 

 Cookies – 2 dozen minimum 
 Brownies – no icing 
 Breads – (Banana, Zucchini, Blueberry) 

 
ALL DESSERTS MUST BE IN DISPOSABLE 

CONTAINERS. Thank you.

 
 

Attention Parents of PreK to 6th 

grade students. The St. Davidõs Jr & 

Sr High Sunday school class will be 

offering babysitting after 12/14 

10:30am Church to 3pm. We will 

serve lunch, make crafts, and play 

games. A donation may be made to the class with 

a suggestion of $15 for 1st grade and under, $10 for 

2nd thru 6th. All profits will be donated to The 

Sequanota Roof Project! We do require a google 

form to be completed by Dec 7th so we can order 

supplies & food.   Please use the QR code below to 

access the form.   

 

 

 

http://www.stdavidslutheran.org/


 

 

  

St David’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Davidsville, PA  15928 

Council Meeting Minutes 
October 23, 2025 

 
Call to Order / Biblical Reflection and Prayer 

¶ Meeting was called to order @ 6:36 PM. 

¶ Prayer was led by Pastor Fischer. 
Approval of Minutes / September 25, 2025 meeting 

¶ Approval of minutes via e-mail occurred on 
October 1, 2025. 

Attendees / Excused Absences 

¶ Present members: Lauren Bungard, Kristie Byer, 
Jeff Eash, Pastor Fischer, Cathy Lilly, Greg Lilly, 
Lynn McDaniel, Angie McKool, Patty Rullo, 
Rachel Thomas-Kimmel and Jack Winters. 

¶ Absent members: None. 
Agenda 

¶ Motion to approve the agenda, was made by 
Patty Rullo and seconded by Angie McKool. 

¶ All in favor, none opposed, none abstained, 
motion passed. 

Guests 

¶ Doug Shrader: Budget for 2026 
Reports 

¶ Pastor’s report: Was given by Pastor Fischer. 

- Vacation: Pastor Fischer will be on vacation 
November 16-29, 2025. Pastor Hamer will be 
covering worship on Sunday, November 23, 
2025. Pastor John Barichivich will cover 
pastoral care the week of November 16-22, 
2025 and Pastor Nancy Hoover will cover the 
week of November 23-29, 2025.  

- Ordination: Vicar Christy Harford’s ordination 
will be Saturday, November 29, 2025, most 
likely in the afternoon. 

- Wedding Planning Guide: Pastor 
recommended updates to the guide that 
changes made within the two weeks leading 
up to the wedding must be approved by the 
Pastor and the Pastor will review personal 
vows if the couple chooses to write their own, 
to ensure certain language is included. Was 
also recommended to include statement that 
any necessary mileage charges for the Pastor 
are to be covered by the wedding couple. 

- Confirmation class: First module is scheduled for 
November 2, 2025 after the 10:30 AM service. 
The topic will be the Lord’s Prayer. 

- Health Insurance: Pastor Fischer and Marna 
looked into the availability of insurance through 
her company; however, her supervisor stated 
she was not eligible as a part-time employee. 

- Living Lutheran: Printed copies of the magazine 
are being made available at the cost of 
$17/quarterly and $10/annually. Council is not 
aware of a desire from the congregation to 
receive printed copies and with the anticipated 
budget deficit for 2026 and wanting to cut costs, 
Council did not want to pursue this. 

- Staff evaluations: Pastor Fischer will be sending 
out staff evaluations the first week of November 
to Council members and will ask for responses by 
the end of November, he will then meet with 
them in December to review. 

¶ Financial Report: Was given by Brian Byer 

- Brad Kaufman surgery/time off: Pastor 
Fischer secured a donation of $2500 to 
cover additional time off Brad Kaufman will 
need to recover. Additional funds may be 
needed; Council will discuss paying out of 
the emergency fund at the November 
Council meeting. 

¶ Learning Place Board: Cathy Lilly stated the 
board met last night. Angie McKool resigned 
from the Learning Place Board, Mary Helen 
Hruska will cover. The Learning Place is short 
staffed, Cathy Lilly asked if we know anyone 
that is looking for work to let her know. Anyone 
who has clearances or could get clearances and 
has experience in early child care would be 
considered. 

¶ Property Team: Cathy Lilly asked Jeff Eash if he 
would be willing to be the chair for the Property 
Team, he will consider it. Rachel Thomas-
Kimmel asked if the Property Team would be 
able to replace the two lights for overtime. Jeff 
Eash will discuss with the Property Team. 

Unfinished Business:  

¶ Columbarium/Cemetery: Have not had a 
meeting yet to discuss additional information 
needed. 

¶ Fellowship hall: Updates to the Fellowship Hall 
document are still being worked on. 



 

 

  

¶ Memorial designation: Brian Byer will reword 
the language for memorial designations and 
provide it to Council to review. 

¶ Bees: Cathy Lilly stated a business is willing to 
donate their truck and we’re waiting for Ehrlich 
to confirm if their employees would be able to 
use the truck. 

¶ Council Member Nominations: Cathy Lilly stated 
Council members that joined for only 1 year can 
run for another 2-year term. We will need 7 
names for nomination. Council members are to 
approach anyone we think would be interested. 

¶ Overtime: Jack Winters brought up the lack of 
support for Overtime. At the October 10, 2025 
Overtime, there were 163 students and only 6 
volunteers, that is not enough help to handle all 
tasks. 

¶ Children and Youth: Rachel Thomas-Kimmel 
discussed the upcoming Advent projects. The 
Children and Youth Team is looking for ideas for 
the projects and Ideas to get families more 
involved in the Church. 

¶ Communications: Angie McKool provided an 
update that St. David’s now owns the Church 
website domain and she will be working on 
updating the website. The Startzell 
Music/Technology Grant has been submitted to 
request the additional funds for live streaming. 
Awards will be announced December 1, 2025. If 
additional money is needed, a member of the 
congregation has offered to contribute the 
remainder. 

¶ Jessica Brewer Email: Cathy Lilly provided an 
email she received from Jessica Brewer 
regarding financial concerns. This will be further 
discussed at the November Council meeting. 

¶ Door attendant: With the anticipated budget 
deficit for 2026, it was discussed whether there 
should continue to be a $30.00 per service 
payment for the Door Attendant. The total for 
the year is budgeted as $3,000. Jack Winters 
will discuss with the Emergency Team, whether 
this could be on a volunteer basis or if there is a 
need to have the doors locked during services, 
if having an attendant will really prevent or stop 
an attack. 

New Business:  

¶ Approval of the 2026 Budget: There was further 
discussion on insurance costs and less 

expensive options for Pastor Fischer and Marna. 
Another part time employee at the same 
company is able to receive much cheaper health 
insurance than what Marna is receiving through 
the Affordable Care Act. It was requested that 
this be looked into further and also that Pastor 
Fischer go to an insurance person to research 
additional Medicare options that may be 
cheaper. Mileage costs were also discussed, 
based on estimates, Pastor Fischer will be 
$1600 over the 2025 budget for mileage. More 
details in purpose going forward for mileage 
and other expenses (phone, books, etc.) was 
discussed, as well as Council having the 
opportunity to review expenses to 
approve/disapprove, and not reimbursing for 
mileage within 10 miles of St. Davids. Cathy Lilly 
stated the Interim Bishop is to get back to her 
about the additional Sundays off that are being 
requested and whether that is an Allegheny 
Synod requirement. 

- Motion to approve the 2026 budget as is, 
with the expectation if it changes it will be 
for the better, was made by Greg Lilly and 
seconded by Jack Winters. 

- All in favor, none opposed, none abstained, 
motion passed. 

- Motion to approve no reimbursement for 
mileage within 10 miles of St. Davids, but to 
table the mileage review guidelines, was 
made by Patty Rullo and seconded by Jack 
Winters. 

- All in favor, none opposed, none abstained, 
motion passed. 

¶ Congregational Meetings: The 2026 budget will 
be presented after the November 2, 2025 
services and the congregation will vote on the 
budget and new Council member nominations 
after the November 9, 2025 services. 

Next meeting will be November 20, 2025 at 6:30 PM. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:33 PM. Meeting was adjourned 
with the Lord’s prayer. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lauren A. Bungard 
Council Secretary 



 

 

 
We are looking for some additional team members for  any of the ministry teams at St. 

Davidȴs (Finance, Stewardship, Communication, Property, Fellowship, Service, Worship & Music, Altar Guild,  Children & Youth, 
Emergency & Learning,) please reach out to the chair of the team or you contact the church 

secretary at 814.479.4110 or email stdavids_sec@atlanticbb.net  

December 7 (Communion)    

Acolytes-Gemma Studer (8); Danika Black (10:30) 

Altar- Luana Eppley & Kristie Byer (8); Lou Ann Reckner (10:30) 

Communion Assts-Bill Bergman & Buck Sleek (8); Patty Rullo & Lou Ann Reckner (10:30)   

Lectors-Bill Bergman (8); Patty Rullo (10:30)  

Ushers- Buck & Pam Sleek (8); Carole Williams & Joyce Gindlesperger (10:30)  

Counters- Bill & Sherri Andrews, Joyce Gindlesperger 

December 14 (Intinction)     

Acolytes-Gentry Sotosky (8); Erin Borodach (10:30) 

Altar-Deb Harris (8); Cathy Lilly (10:30) 

Communion Assts-Deb Harris & Doug Shrader (8); Wendy Figard & Jack Winters (10:30)   

Lectors- Deb Harris (8); Randy Whetzel (10:30)  

Ushers- Doug & Linda Shrader (8); Jeff Rowe & Jack Winters (10:30)  

Counters- Doug & Linda Shrader, Jean Magdelinic  

December 21 (Intinction)    Youth & Children Christmas Program at 10:30am 

Acolytes-Isaac Marsh (8); Grace Mitchell (10:30) 

Altar-Ronna Marisa (8); Becky Robinson & Lynn McDaniel (10:30) 

Communion Assts- Bill Bergman & Sue Risch (8); St. David’s Youth (10:30)   

Lectors-Bil Bergman (8); St. David’s Youth (10:30)  

Ushers-Joe & Sue Risch (8); St. David’s Youth (10:30)  

Counters- Bill & Sherri Andrews, Sonya Andrews  

December 24 (Intinction)   Christmas Eve Services 4:30 & 7:30 PM 

Acolytes- Need Volunteers (4:30); Need Volunteers (7:30) 

Altar- Need Volunteers (4:30); Sue Risch (7:30) 

Communion Assts- Need Volunteers (4:30); Sonya Andrews & Sue Risch (7:30) 

Lectors – Need Volunteer (4:30); Randy Whetzel (7:30) 

Ushers- Need Volunteers (4:30); Leo & Ronna Marisa (7:30) 

Counters-Doug & Linda Shrader, Joyce Gindlesperger  

December 28 (Intinction)  ONE SERVICE at 9:30AM 

Acolytes- Halen McKool (9:30) 

Altar-Ronna Marisa (9:30) 

Communion Assts- Bella Kotch & Sue Risch (9:30)  

Lector –Cathy Lilly, Marna Gilman-Fischer & Bella Kotch (9:30)  

Ushers- Greg & Cathy Lilly (9:30) 

Counters-Sue Risch, Jean Magdelinic & Ronna Marisa  

 

mailto:stdavids_sec@atlanticbb.net

