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MISSION STATEMENT
We are God’s servant people with Christ-like hearts empowered by the Holy Spirit through Word and Sacrament. We proclaim
God’s grace, love, justice, and forgiveness to all people through worship, learning, witness, service and support.
Church Web Site: WWW.STDAVIDSLUTHERAN.ORG
Church Office: 814/479-4110; Fax: 814/479-2994

The Messenger
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September Messenger
DEADLINE IS TUESDAY, AUGUST 16

Recently, on Tuesday night, we began studying the prophet, Isaiah. In the first chapter the
prophet writes that God is sick of offerings, festivals, and observances of the people. The
reason for this is most important. Jesus quoted Isaiah saying, “These people honor me with
their lips, but their hearts are far from me.” Both Jesus and Isaiah are asking, what good is it
to say you love the Lord, but live in such a way that denies your faith? Isaiah is telling the people of
Israel that they are to be the Lord’s in “thought, word, and deed” to borrow words from our confession.
God spoke of this through the prophet Ezekiel when God says, “I will give you a new heart and put a
new spirit within you. I will remove your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.” Thus says the
Lord. When God puts a new spirit in us it requires the old worldly spirit to die. But what does this mean?
Well, it means that we no longer act or think like those in the world, but live as new creations of God, as
citizens of the kingdom here and now. We are no longer captive to sin because of Christ and through the
power of the Holy Spirit you have been given all that you need to hear the teachings of Jesus, to obey
those teachings, and in doing so, you are following Christ as Ephesians tells us to be “Imitators of God.”
Think of that! By imitating God, we seek to be like Jesus. So, as you begin your day, ask yourself if Jesus
would do what you are doing? If not, do not do it. Ask yourself if Jesus would think what you are
thinking? If not, do not think it. Ask yourself if Jesus would say what you are saying? If not, do not say
it. While initially this sounds a lot like law, it is actually rooted in the Gospel or good news of Christ.
You have been set free from sin, so live like it! The Spirit of God is within you so let your light so shine
that all may know Jesus.
But you may ask, why is this so important? Well, through the mission and ministry of God’s Work, Our
Hands we learn that we are the hands and feet of Jesus today in this world. But it is so much more than
that. You are the mouth of Jesus. Do the things you say sound like it? You are the mind of Jesus. Are the
things you think like Jesus’ teachings? Yes, you are an ambassador and everything you do and say reflects
upon the one you are called to follow. Can Jesus depend upon you to follow faithfully?
I recently spoke to a person who was born and raised in Davidsville. They came to St. David’s as a child
and was baptized. They attended Sunday School and celebrated their first communion. They were
confirmed here. They were married here. All of their children were baptized here. It is a wonderful story
so far, isn’t it? But here comes the puzzling thing, they attend another church. As I was listening to this
story I had to ask why. The reason I was given was that the other congregation had a warm and welcoming
nature. That there was a spirit of joy that could be seen and felt in that place and the person continued by
saying how important it was to know that you were among God’s people.
If you are like me then you are asking why they did not feel that way here. You may or may not agree
with their assessment. You may think it is an excuse. But if we are going to be serious about serving God
we must ask if there is any validity to what the person is saying. For if there is, that is a tremendous
problem.
I do not say this in order to be discouraging. Indeed, the reason I say it is quite the opposite reason. For
I know that you are capable of immense love for one another and for your neighbor. And that is most
important. If we focus our love on the members of our congregation, at the end of the day that is what
we will have, the existing members and no more. If you wish to reach your neighbors in the area, then
ministry must be focused outside of the walls of St. David’s so that others may experience the love of
Christ and see Christ in you. Then, when they join us here they will also find the love within the church
that they first experienced outside of the church from its members.

In the past year I have been asked about the future of this congregation. It will not be assured by money.
The congregations that recently closed had plenty of money, but very few attending. The congregation’s
future is not assured by having a building. The congregation’s that closed had buildings. What matters is
that the people of this congregation are following Christ in heart, soul, and mind with all that they have,
and that Jesus is the priority in their lives. For if Jesus comes in second when considering the most
important things in our lives, we lose!
Only you and you alone can say where you are in your faith journey and what is most important to you.
If you wish to share, I am willing to listen. If you struggle to follow, I am here to help. But the future of
this congregation is in the hands, minds, and mouths of the members. You can build up the body of Christ
and do the work of the kingdom or you can tear it down and I will let you figure out who that will please.
I know that you are depending on God. Know that God is also counting on you.
God’s peace,
Pastor

Rev. Faron Johnson, Pastor
StDavidsPastor@stdavidslutheran.org
570-246-3031 (cell)
814-479-4110 (church office)
Brett Merberger, Minister of Music
MusicMinister@stdavidslutheran.org
Brian Byer, Financial Secretary
finance@stdavidslutheran.org
Jessica Brewer, Office Secretary
secretary@stdavidslutheran.org
Brad Kaufman, Custodian
Dennis Naugle, Groundskeeper
SIGN Up for St. David’s Online
Giving by going to the church
website www.stdavidslutheran.org
click on GIVE, click on SIGN IN.
You will need to register for a new account. Once
you are registered you can give to the General
Budget (unified); Capital Campaign or
Endowment Fund using a credit card or bank
account. You may also choose to make your gift
recurring.

Heavenly Father, lift up our faith and help us see you
active and alive in this world.
God is responsible for “all” we possess.
It is a gift from our Heavenly Father.
How has he touched your life?
What Blessings has he given you or a family
member?
As we grow spiritually, as members of our church,
consider sharing your Blessing with us.
I would be happy to help you share your story in our
bulletins. Let us experience God active in our
congregation!!
Contact me, Patty Rullo, or any member of
council.

A note from your Congregation Council President – Lois Tessari
God’s Work, Our Hands/Rally Day –
A day at St. David’s to CONNECT & RECONNECT
Will we ever realize all the ways the pandemic has affected us as individuals, family
members, work communities and the people of God? Probably not. But after the
quarantines, distancing and limited gatherings, doesn’t it feel good to be together?
God has carried us through these last two years so that we can be a better people and
a better community; sharing God’s love every day and everywhere we go. There are so
many signs of God’s love at work within our community at St. David’s! So let us reconnect
and celebrate, be joyful, thankful, worship, study, and fellowship together as one!
CONNECT and RECONNECT, then, with your church family on …

God’s Work, Our Hands/Rally Sunday
Sunday, September 11, 2022
❖ Following the pandemic, have you been putting off getting back to Sunday worship
with God … and your faith community of St. David’s?
❖ Hey, why not use God’s Work, Our Hands/Rally Sunday to CONNECT and
RECONNECT with the St. David’s family as we worship our God who is
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit!!
❖ What day is that? Sunday, September 11, 2022
❖ Time? 9:15 A.M. to Noon (plenty of time to get home for the Steeler game)
❖ What exactly is happening? Lots of opportunity to CONNECT and
RECONNECT!
> Gathering in the fellowship hall
> Bringing desserts for Somerset Co. Meals on Wheels
> Pack Personal Care Kits for Lutheran World Relief
> Breakfast
> Fellowship and Game Time
> Worship @ 10:30 AM as the St. David’s family under the tent (fellowship hall
if rain); wherein we will be fed by God’s Word and Meal, and
look forward to Sunday School and other ministries in the
year ahead; and then be sent out into the world as a
CONNECTED community to STEP UP our lives as hands for
God’s work.

Don’t miss this wonderful morning of CONNECTING and
RECONNECTING!!!

If you have a change of address,
phone number or email please
call
the
church
office
814.479.4110
or
email
secretary@stdavidslutheran.org so we can update
our records.

~814-479-7390~
learningplace@stdavidslutheran.org

Jennifer Percinsky, Director
Melissa Allison, Group Supervisor
Aggie Marguccio, Asst. Group Supervisor
Amber Nicholson, Asst. Group Supervisor

Meghan Seitz, Asst. Group Supervisor
Vicky Thwing, Asst. Group Supervisor

St. David's Learning place would like to wish our friends
Easton and Tatum a very happy birthday!

For families that are enrolled for the 2022-2023 school
year: orientation for Preschool 3 is Monday, August 8th
from 6-7p and Preschool 4 is Tuesday, August 9th from
6-7p.
As in the past, your monetary
gift in the offering plate up
front has been and continues
to be a blessing to many. We
want to let you know when
and how it is put to use. Just recently you and
your generosity has made it possible to help a
family in crisis financially due to Covid. Thank
you for helping those in their time of need.

The church secretary will be on
vacation August 1st-5th during
this time office hours will
vary. She will return on
Monday, August 8th. In case of
an emergency please contact Pastor
Faron Johnson at 570-246-3031.

St. David’s Church monthly donation to
the St. Francis Sharing & Caring Food
Pantry is boxed macaroni & cheese.
Please remember to grab several boxes, the next
time at the store, and place them in the wooden
crate in the narthex. Thank you for your faithful
commitment to this ministry!
Overtime will resume this year for
youth in grades 7th-12th from 8:3011:00 PM in the fellowship hall. In

2021 We hosted 797 students in four
overtimes. There will be pizza, warm cookies, ice
cream and drinks. Music and games will also be
provided. This has been a free mission
/community event provided by St. David’s.
Funding is needed again this year to purchase
refreshments. If you would like to provide
financial support, checks can be made payable to
St. David’s; marked for Overtime. The following
dates for Overtime are September 16th & 30th and
October 14th & 21st. A meeting for all who are
interested in providing hands-on-help will be held
on Tuesday, August 18th at 6:30 pm in classroom
19 (4th-6th grade Sunday school room). New
volunteers are welcome.

The Red Cross bloodmobile
held on July 11th in the St.
David’s
Fellowship
Hall
collected 20 units of blood.
Thank you to all who donated. The remaining
dates for 2022 are September 26th & November
21st from 12-5:30 PM.

Birthdays
1

Donald Stover***101 Marilyn Way,
Johnstown, PA 15904

3
5

7

8

10
11
12
14

15
16
17
20
21
22
23

24
26
28
29
31

Charles Yingling
Bill Andrews
Travis Horner
Logan Collins
Renee Eash
Sarah Kotch
Michele Naugle
Dane Rouser
Mary L. Summits
Jacob Black
Matthew Desort
Janice Yoder
Talia LaRue
Katie Layton
Krista McKenzie
Amelia Mitchell
Ron Tessari
Kathy Alberti
Ashley Kopp
Juniper Mishler
Tom Harris
Ryan Cotchen
Sandy Ilgenfritz
Erika Winters-Rowe
Jeff Yingling
Isaiah Kimmel
Adam Kmett
Lauren Bungard
Shelly Ann Marsh
Matthew Meyers
Kim Felix
Carol Meehleib
Faye Buncich
Lily Berkebile
Beth Fetterman
John Rullo
Gabriel Valentine
Linda Rosa
Tabitha Studer
Robert Yoder Jr.
Kaden Valentine
Craig Parkins
Kelly Vann
Wendy Figard

If we’ve missed you, please call the church office to let
us know so we can recognize you properly!

***Please remember the following
people with a card as they remember
their 80+ birthdays. Please contact
the church office (814-479-4110) for
additions or corrections.

Sign up for 2022 altar flowers
on the wall across from the
bulletin board. The cost is $35.00
(1 vase) or $70.00 (2 vases) each
Sunday. Fill out completely, writing for whom the
flowers are given in memory of or in honor of and
by whom they are given. ***Please return the
white containers from the flower arrangements by
Friday, so the florist can pick up. *** On Sundays
following the 10:30 AM service you make take the
Altar flowers. PREPAYMENT OF ALTAR
FLOWERS IS REQUIRED.

Our Next hymn sing will be
compromised of this congregation's
favorite hymns. So, we need your
help! Please vote for your favorite
hymns and place them in the ballot
box outside the sanctuary.

God’s Work, Our Hands (GWOH) Project
The war in Ukraine has “drained” the number of Personal Care
Kits that Lutheran World Relief and Church World Service have … so
one of our two 2022 GWOH projects will be to collect and pack 150
Personal Care Kits.
The first step in this project is to collect the items needed for the
kits. Look for the Personal Care Kit Board in the narthex of the church
as you enter for worship. Please take the number of tags for each
item on the board you intend to buy (that is how we keep track of how
many items we can count on being donated). After purchasing those
items, please bring them to the church and place them in the
Collection Box … also in the narthex.
Step two packing those kits will occur on GWOH Sunday,
September 11. The items needed are listed below.
Items Needed for Personal Care Kits
➢ One light-weight, dark colored bath-size towel
➢ Two bath-sized bars of soap in original wrapping
➢ One adult toothbrush in original packaging
➢ One sturdy comb
➢ One metal nail clippers
Thank you for caring and STEPPING UP to support this important
ministry of the Lutheran Church!

St. David’s Lutheran Church
Council Meeting
June 30, 2022
Present Members: Sonya Andrews, Mike Grose,
Deb Harris, Pastor Faron Johnson, Jean
Magdelinic, Sue Risch, Patty Rullo, Linda Shrader,
Doug Shrader & Lois Tessari
Absent Members: Lindsie Hammaker & Amanda
Tercek
Call to Order:
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by
President Lois Tessari.
Bible Reflection and Prayer
Pastor Faron Johnson presented a Bible reflection
and lead us in prayer.
Motion to Excuse Absent Members
Motion by Sonya Andrews and seconded by Mike
Grose to excuse absent members. Motion passed.
Approval of Minutes of May 26, 2022
Approved via email. Motion passed.
Agenda
Motion by Sue Risch and seconded by Patty Rullo
to adopt the agenda. Motion passed.
New Business
Zoom Guest Bishop Paula Schmitt
Council received a Request for Reconciliation.
Bishop Paula explained the process. Discussion
was held and council will prayerfully consider
this request at the July meeting.
Guest Brett Merberger
Motion by Deb Harris and seconded by Jean
Magdelinic to allocate $1,000 to Brett Merberger
for various music ministries for the church.
Motion passed.
Follow Christ in the Way of Worship
Pastor Faron distributed a packet of information
to all members. He discussed/reviewed sections
of the packet and asked that each council member
read the packet.

Team Reports
Team reports, if applicable, were distributed at
the meeting.
Pastor Faron’s report.
Hymn Sing
Motion by Sonya Andrews and seconded by Jean
Magdelinic to have a hymn sing on Saturday, July
16 and Saturday, August 13 prior to the single
service Sunday of July 17 and August 14. Motion
passed.
Old Business
Motion by Deb Harris and seconded by Doug
Shrader to approve the key fob, security camera
and sound system upgrades at a total cost for all
three projects of $21,853. Motion passed.
Addendum: Motion by Jean Magdelinic and
second by Doug Shrader to approve the key fob
and security camera project for $10,245 to be
completed. Motion passed via email vote on July
9, 2022.
Addendum: Motion by Jean Magdelinic and
second by Doug Shrader to approve the new
sound system project for $11,608 to be
completed. Motion passed via email vote on July
9, 2022.
Next Meeting
July 28, 2022 at 6 p.m.
Adjourn
Motion by Deb Harris and seconded by Jean
Magdelinic to adjourn the meeting. Motion
passed. Meeting adjourned at 10:25 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Linda Shrader
Substitute secretary

 August 7 (Communion)

Acolytes- NEED VOLUNTEERS (8); NEED VOLUNTEERS (10:30)
Altar- Deb Harris (8); Mandie Tercek (10:30)
Cantors – Katie Troxell (8); Emma Mitchell (10:30)
Communion Assts- Doug & Linda Shrader (8); Tonya Telenko & Buck Sleek (10:30)
Lectors – Diane Miller (8); Lou Ann Reckner (10:30)
Ushers- Ed & Deb Hart (8); Buck & Pam Sleek (10:30)
Counters- Doug & Linda Shrader, Joyce Gindlesperger
 August 14 (Intinction) ONE COMBINED SVC
Acolytes- NEED VOLUNTEERS (9:30)
Altar- Ronna Marisa (9:30)
Cantor- Emma Mitchell (9:30)
Communion Assts- Patty Rullo & Avery Custer (9:30)
Lector – Patty Rullo (9:30)
Ushers-Leo & Ronna Marisa (9:30)
Counters-Dave & Cindy Liska, Jeannine Magdelinic
 August 21  (Intinction) 
Acolytes-NEED VOLUNTEERS (8); NEED VOLUNTEERS (10:30)
Altar-Luana Eppley (8); Faye Buncich (10:30)
Cantors – Katie Troxell (8); Emma Mitchell (10:30)
Communion Assts- Tom & Deb Harris (8); Mary Jane McCready & Tonya Telenko (10:30)
Lectors –Deb Harris (8); Bill Bergman (10:30)
Ushers-Dennis & Kathy Naugle (8); Jack & Carol Winters (10:30)
Counters- Dennis Naugle, Bill Bergman & Deb Hart
 August 28 (Communion) 
Acolytes- NEED VOLUNTEERS (8); NEED VOLUNTEERS (10:30)
Altar- Linda Shrader (8); Lou Ann Reckner (10:30)
Cantors – Katie Troxell (8); Emma Mitchell (10:30)
Communion Assts-Ronna Marisa & Nick Hunsberger (8); Greg & Cathy Lilly (10:30)
Lectors –Anna Hunsberger (8); Mary Jane McCready (10:30)
Ushers- Doug & Linda Shrader (8); Greg & Cathy Lilly (10:30)
Counters- Bill & Sherri Andrews, Sonya Andrews

2022
Sunday

Monday

*Notes*: Secretary is on vacation
the week of August 1st-5th. Office
hours will vary. Please call the
church of you plan to stop
814.479.4110

1
1-5 PM Pastor’s Office Hours
6 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (FH9)

7

8
1-5 PM Pastor’s Office Hours
6 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (FH9)
6 PM Preschool 3 Orientation

14

15
1-5 PM Pastor’s Office Hours
6 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (FH9)

21

22
1-5 PM Pastor’s Office Hours
6 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (FH9)
6 PM Service Team (C19)

28

29
1-5 PM Pastor’s Office Hours
6 PM Pastor’s Bible Study (FH9)

8 AM Worship/ Communion
10:30 AM Worship/ Communion

ONE COMBINED SERVICE
9:30 AM Worship/ Communion
(FH9)

8 AM Worship/ Communion
10:30 AM Worship/Communion

8 AM Worship/ Communion
10:30 AM Worship/Communion

Tuesday

Wednesday
2

Thursday
3

Friday

Saturday

4

5
Pastor’s Day Off

6

10
1-5 PM Pastor’s Office Hours
1 PM Staff Meeting (C19)
7 PM Children & Youth (C19)

11

12
Pastor’s Day Off

13
6:30 PM Hymn Sing
& Ice Cream Social
(FH9)

17
1-5 PM Pastor’s Office Hours

18

19
Pastor’s Day Off

20

24
1-5 PM Pastor’s Office Hours
7 PM GWOH (C19)

25
9 AM Blanket Day (FH9)
6 PM Council Meeting
(FH9)

26
Pastor’s Day Off

27

6 PM Bible Study
w/Pastor (FH9)

1-5 PM Pastor’s Office Hours

9
6 PM Bible Study
w/Pastor (FH9)
6 PM Preschool 4
Orientation
16
6 PM Bible Study
w/Pastor (FH9)
6:30 PM Overtime
Meeting (C19)

23
2 PM Worship/©
@ LVV
6 PM Bible Study
w/Pastor (C19)
6:30 PM Sage
Herbalists (FH9)
30
6 PM Bible Study
w/Pastor (FH9)

6:30 PM Worship &
Music Meeting (P)

*See Notes*

31
1-5 PM Pastor’s Office Hours
7 PM GWOH (C19)

Modified secretary office hours will be
Monday-Friday 8:00am-2:00pm unless
otherwise noted. Please check the hours
posted to the Facebook page (St. David’s Lutheran) or
the church calendar, which is be updated weekly on
the church website. www.stdavidslutheran.org

