An evening setting of Holy Communion

St. David’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Saturday, September 2, 2017
5:30 pm
Holy Communion
Interim Pastor: Rev. Larry Hoover
Interim: Bishop Emeritus Gregory Pile
Church: 479-4110; Fax: 479-2994
www.stdavidslutheran.org

Welcome to St. David's Lutheran Church!
We are blessed by your presence and honored that you have chosen to worship
with us today. Please take a moment to sign the friendship sheet that is
located in the booklet at the end of each pew, near the center aisle. These
sheets will be collected with the offering.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered to all who are baptized in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit and who recognize
the Sacrament as the true body and blood of our Lord. Baptized children are
also welcome to the Lord’s table at St. David’s with the guidance and consent of
their parents or guardians.
Prayer Requests may be made by placing the request in the small wooden box
at the rear, near the doors through which you entered. The acolyte will
collect the requests and they will be included during the prayers of the
congregation.
For your comfort there is a restroom and a water fountain located upstairs.
Simply exit through the double doors back into the narthex. The restroom is
straight ahead in the parlor, beside the grandfather clock, and the water
fountain is to the right at the beginning of the hallway.
Devotional –Copies of Scripture readings for the month of December, Gospel
Messages for Advent, Christ in Our Home (large print) devotions and The Word
in Season devotions are located on the table in the back, next to the prayer box.
For your convenience there is a cry room for infants, equipped with changing
table and supplies, a crib, rocking chairs, blankets, and toys. Simply exit
through the double doors back into the narthex, turn right down the hallway,
and it is the last room on the left.

INTRODUCTION

The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering, yet finds in God’s words the delight
of his heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ words about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will find
their lives in losing them. Such sacrificial love is described by Paul when he urges us to associate with the
lowly and not repay evil with evil. In worship we gather as a community that we might offer ourselves for
the sake of our suffering world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The assembly stands.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Rejoicing in the abundant and steadfast love of God in Christ Jesus,
emboldened and called by the power of the Holy Spirit, and trusting in the
healing and forgiveness of the God who is Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit let us
confess our sin.
(Kneel or Stand)

Silence is kept for reflection.

Just and gracious God,
you call us into the freedom of light and life in your presence,
yet we choose the darkness and bondage of sin.
Our lives bear the wounds of that sin,
the sin of our own action,
unholy thoughts, unholy words, unholy deeds,
and the sin of our own inaction,
injustice ignored, kindness not done, humility not shown.
Heal the wounds of our sin, forgive us, renew us, free us.
Let the power of your Holy Spirit reign over us,
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

People of God:
When we were dead in our trespasses, God made us alive together with Christ,
nailing the record of our sins to the cross. Therefore, as a called and
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sin, in the name of the Father,
and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
KYRIE
In peace let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. . . .
O God, we thank you for your Son who chose the path of suffering for the sake
of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and
give us strength to follow his commands; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

FIRST LESSON: Jeremiah 15:15-21
A reading from Jeremiah the 15th chapter.
{Jeremiah’s delight in the word of the Lord is contradicted by the heaviness of God’s hand
upon him and God’s seeming unfaithfulness. God’s tough love to Jeremiah says that if he
repents, he will be allowed to continue in his strenuous ministry. Jeremiah is strengthened by
the simple words: “I am with you.”}
15O

LORD, you know;
remember me and visit me,
and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors.
In your forbearance do not take me away;
know that on your account I suffer insult.
16Your words were found, and I ate them,
and your words became to me a joy
and the delight of my heart;
for I am called by your name,
O LORD, God of hosts.
17I did not sit in the company of merrymakers,
nor did I rejoice;
under the weight of your hand I sat alone,
for you had filled me with indignation.
18Why is my pain unceasing,
my wound incurable,
refusing to be healed?
Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook,
like waters that fail.
19Therefore thus says the LORD:
If you turn back, I will take you back,
and you shall stand before me.
If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless,
you shall serve as my mouth.
It is they who will turn to you,
not you who will turn to them.

20And

I will make you to this people
a fortified wall of bronze;
they will fight against you,
but they shall not prevail over you,
for I am with you
to save you and deliver you,
says the LORD.
21I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked,
and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND LESSON: Romans 12:9-21
A reading from Romans the 12th chapter.
{Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and non-Christians.
Love is the unflagging standard of our behavior. When we encounter evil, we do not resort to
its tactics but seek to overcome it with good. While Christians cannot control the actions and
attitudes of others, we seek to live at peace with all people.}
9Let

love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not
lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in
suffering, persevere in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend
hospitality to strangers. 14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not
curse them. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.
16Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the
lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17Do not repay anyone evil for
evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is possible, so
far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge
yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is
mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them;
if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap
burning coals on their heads.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil
with good.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands.

GOSPEL: Matthew 16:21-28
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 16th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

{After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (16:16), Jesus
reveals the ultimate purpose of his ministry. These words prove hard to accept, even for a
disciple whom Jesus has called a “rock.”}
21From

that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus
began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great
suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed,
and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke
him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23But he
turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to
me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For those who
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will
find it. 26For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit
their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?
27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father,
and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you,
there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son
of Man coming in his kingdom.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

The assembly is seated.
Silence for reflection may follow.
The assembly stands.

Together we confess our faith:
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Open to the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all of
God’s creation.
A brief silence.

We pray for the church and its mission. Make your church ready to lose its life
for your sake. Unite it in service, sustain it in suffering, and let its love for
others be genuine. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for the earth and its well-being. Make us mindful of the gifts you have
labored to give us, and inspire us to commit ourselves to their care. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the nations and their leaders. Overcome evil with good. Show us
how to live peaceably with all. Teach us how to love our enemies. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for those in any need. Provide for the hungry. Rescue the persecuted.
Bless those who advocate for fair and safe working conditions and for just and
livable wages. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for this community and its ministry. Move us to persevere in prayer,
to extend hospitality to strangers, to rejoice with those who rejoice, and to
weep with those who weep (especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Alpha and Omega, we give thanks for all the saints who now rest from their
labors (especially). Keep us in union with them until we are joined around your
throne. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting the
power of Christ and the gifts of the Spirit. Amen.
PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
The minister and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Peace be with you.
Peace be with you.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY HYMN

The assembly stands.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Merciful Father,
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive
them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
All glory to you, Almighty God, heavenly Father:
out of Your great love for us You gave Your only Son Jesus,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have
eternal life.
It was your Son Jesus
who freely surrendered Himself to suffer death
on the cross for us and for our salvation.
There, on that cross,
He willingly offered Himself up as a full,
perfect, and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.
By that gift of love and grace
we are your people,
born of water and word,
served, fed, and forgiven at your Holy Table
and called together by Your Holy Spirit.
Therefore we offer ourselves
as disciples who follow
as witnesses to the world
and as living memory of His gift of grace.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine,
that they may be for us the body and blood of your Son our Lord.
Amen, come Lord Jesus.
On the night in which He was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying:
Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup,
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant
in my blood, shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord's passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Send your Holy Spirit upon us:
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son our Lord.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
LAMB OF GOD
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.
The assembly is seated.
The Holy Communion is distributed with these or similar words:

The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you
COMMUNION HYMN

Following the Holy Communion the congregation stands:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The assembly stands.

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
QUIET MEDITATION
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Open to the Cross
From a young age, we are taught to hide the embarrassing parts of ourselves.
Sometimes we learn that lesson the hard way when we are laughed at for being
ourselves. Sometimes we pick up on it slowly from what others around us
think is cool. We learn to cover up problems in our family, hurts we feel inside,
or elements of our appearance. When those things become visible to another
person, we can feel terribly exposed and open to rejection, like our life is over.
In today’s gospel, Peter, too, is highly sensitive to such shame. When Jesus
reveals his intention to go to Jerusalem at the cost of his own life, Peter objects
strongly to this deeply vulnerable revelation. Yet Jesus remains firm in his
desire to share his deepest pains and fears openly with his disciples. Here we
catch a glimpse of the courage and integrity that Jesus will share with the
whole world as he hangs naked from the cross to reveal the depth of God’s love
for us.
Martin Luther said that one of the signs of the true church is the presence of
the cross. In Christian community we should find the same kind of openness to
vulnerability that Jesus modeled. In our worship, we enact this through our
willingness to confess our failings to one another, to be confronted with our
weakness in the preached word, and to come in common need of grace to the
table. When we follow Jesus into the space of vulnerability beneath his cross,
we can encounter the God who is willing to embrace us fully with all our faults
and problems.
Take a moment in worship or later at home to gaze at a cross and ponder the
mystery of a God who chose to find us in our weakness, a God who meets us
with radical love and mercy to create a new kind of life within us.

Daily Readings for the Week September 3-9
Sunday:

Monday:

Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday:

Saturday:

Jeremiah 15:15-21
Psalm 26:1-8
Romans 12:9-21
Matthew 16:21-28
Psalm 17
2 Samuel 11:2-26
Revelation 3:1-6
Psalm 17
2 Samuel 11:27b—12:15
Revelation 3:7-13
Psalm 17
Jeremiah 17:5-18
Matthew 12:22-32
Psalm 119:33-40
Ezekiel 24:1-14
2 Corinthians 12:11-21
Psalm 119:33-40
Ezekiel 24:15-27
Romans 10:15b-21
Psalm 119:33-40
Ezekiel 33:1-6
Matthew 23:29-36
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