An evening setting of Holy Communion

St. David’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Saturday, September 15, 2018
5:30 pm
Liturgy of Word and Sacrament
Pentecost 17
Interims: The Reverend Larry Hoover and Bishop Emeritus Gregory Pile
Church: 479-4110; Fax: 479-2994
www.stdavidslutheran.org

Welcome to St. David's Lutheran Church!
We are blessed by your presence and honored that you have chosen to worship
with us today. Please take a moment to sign the friendship sheet that is
located in the booklet at the end of each pew, near the center aisle. These
sheets will be collected with the offering.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered to all who are baptized in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit and who recognize
the Sacrament as the true body and blood of our Lord. Baptized children are
also welcome to the Lord’s table at St. David’s with the guidance and consent of
their parents or guardians.
Prayer Requests may be made by placing the request in the small wooden box
at the rear, near the doors through which you entered. The acolyte will
collect the requests and they will be included during the prayers of the
congregation.
For your comfort there is a restroom, equipped with a changing table and
supplies and a water fountain located upstairs. Simply exit through the
double doors back into the narthex. The restroom is straight ahead in the
parlor, beside the grandfather clock, and the water fountain is to the right at
the beginning of the hallway.
Devotional – The worship folder you are holding is also a weekly devotional
booklet. The prayers and Scripture readings are appropriate for use at any
time during the week. The liturgy itself is a Scripturally based order for daily
prayer and devotion with Scriptural references noted where they apply.
Even the hymns are appropriate tools for prayer and praise. Finally, there is
a daily lectionary of Scripture readings for the rest of the week on the last
printed page.

INTRODUCTION
Three weeks ago we heard John’s gospel’s version of Peter’s confession of faith. This week we hear
Mark’s version, when Peter says, “You are the Messiah.” In John, the stumbling block is Jesus’ invitation to
eat his flesh, given for the life of the world. In Mark too the scandal has to do with Jesus’ words about his
own coming death, and here Peter himself stumbles over Jesus’ words. But Jesus is anointed (the meaning
of “messiah”) in Mark only on the way to the cross (14:3); so we are anointed in baptism with the sign of
the cross.

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The assembly stands. The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Kneel/Sit
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name.
Amen.
The minister stands and addresses the congregation.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The assembly stands.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
KYRIE
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the
glory of the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel
we may turn from the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a
A reading from Isaiah the 50th chapter.
{The image of the servant of the Lord is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah. Today’s reading
describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant does
not strike back at his detractors but trusts in God’s steadfast love.}
4The

Lord GOD has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
5The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
6I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
7The Lord GOD helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
8he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 116:1-9 (read responsively)
I will walk in the presence of the LORD. (Ps. 116:9)
1I

love the LORD, who has heard my voice,
and listened to my supplication,
2for the LORD has given ear to me
whenever I called.
3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me;
I came to grief and sorrow.
4Then I called upon the name of the LORD:
“O LORD, I pray you, save my life.”
5Gracious is the LORD and righteous;
our God is full | of compassion.
6The LORD watches over the innocent;
I was brought low, and God saved me.
7Turn again to your rest, O my soul.
for the LORD has dealt well with you.
8For you have rescued my life from death,
my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling;
9I will walk in the presence of the LORD
in the land | of the living.
All: I will walk in the presence of the LORD. (Ps. 116:9)

SECOND READING: James 3:1-12
A reading from James the 3rd chapter.
{This text uses various images to illustrate how damaging and hurtful the way we speak to and about others
can be. Not only are we to control our speech, but what we say and how we say it are to reflect our faith.}
1Not

many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you
know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us
make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect,
able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. 3If we put bits into the
mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 4Or look
at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet
they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs.
5So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits.
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire. The
tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole
body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 7For every
species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has
been tamed by the human species, 8but no one can tame the tongue—a restless
evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we
curse those who are made in the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth come
blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. 11Does a
spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? 12Can
a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more
can salt water yield fresh.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands.

GOSPEL: Mark 8:27-38
The holy gospel according to Mark the 8th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
{This story provides the turning point in Mark’s gospel. Peter is the first human being in the narrative to
acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, but he cannot accept that as the Messiah Jesus will have to suffer.
Moreover, Jesus issues a strong challenge to all by connecting discipleship and the cross.}
27Jesus

went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on
the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they
answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the
prophets.” 29He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered
him, “You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone
about him.
31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and
be killed, and after three days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his
disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting
your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and
follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who
lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what
will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what
can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also
be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

The assembly is seated.
The assembly stands.

Together we confess our faith:
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Freed by God in Christ to live and love and serve, we pray for the church, those
in need, and all of God’s beloved creation.
A brief silence.

Gracious God, you call your church to embody the love you have shown us.
Raise us up each day to bear witness against sin, death, and the grave. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.
Creative God, quarks and galaxies bear witness to your imagination. Inspire
scientists, naturalists, and conservationists who work to conserve precious
natural resources. Grant us the wisdom to be good keepers of the earth. Lord,
in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Sovereign God, you bless citizens with the gifts of reason and perseverance.
Embolden people around the world to seek the common good, to serve their
neighbors, and to delight in freedom. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Loving God, you bless us with an abundant world. When your children wander
homeless, hungry, and naked, strengthen us to be your presence as we care for
all those in need (especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Welcoming God, thank you for this congregation where we have found a home.
Make us restless as we seek new and creative ways to expand our loving
invitation to all people who seek a community. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

In every time and in every place, you have raised up examples of loving service
(including Cyprian, bishop and martyr). Make us all good and loving witnesses
to your extravagant compassion. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Into your wide embrace, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your boundless mercy through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
The minister and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Peace be with you.
Peace be with you.

Please be seated, while the table is set.
The assembly stands.

OFFERING PRAYER
Merciful God,
you open wide your hand
and satisfy the need of every living thing.
You have set this feast before us.
Open our hands to receive it.
Open our hearts to embrace it.
Open our lives to live it.
We pray this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
All glory to you, Almighty God, heavenly Father:
out of Your great love for us You gave Your only Son Jesus,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have
eternal life.
It was your Son Jesus
who freely surrendered Himself to suffer death
on the cross for us and for our salvation.
There, on that cross,
He willingly offered Himself up as a full,
perfect, and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.
By that gift of love and grace
we are your people,
born of water and word,
served, fed, and forgiven at your Holy Table
and called together by Your Holy Spirit.
Therefore we offer ourselves
as disciples who follow
as witnesses to the world
and as living memory of His gift of grace.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine,
that they may be for us the body and blood of your Son our Lord.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
On the night in which He was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying:
Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup,
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant
in my blood, shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord's passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Send your Holy Spirit upon us:
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son our Lord.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.
The assembly is seated.
The Holy Communion is distributed with these or similar words:

The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you

Following the Holy Communion the congregation stands:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.
Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Jesus Christ, host of this meal,
you have given us not only this bread and cup,
but your very self, that we may feast on your great love.
Filled again by these signs of your grace,
may we hunger for your reign of justice,
may we thirst for your way of peace,
for you are Lord forevermore.
Amen.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.
QUIET MEDITATION

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL MESSAGE
Baggage
Take any trips this past summer? Did you forget your toothbrush, or did you
take everything including the bathroom sink? Packing is always a challenge,
but unpacking can be even worse. Finally home, all the bags out of the car, the
last thing anyone wants to do is put it all away, yet it’s the cross we bear as
punishment for going on vacation.
Sound ridiculous? It is, but we tend to think of denying ourselves and taking up
the cross as carrying a bag full of punishment for being who and what we are.
No one likes lugging around baggage; it weighs us down, hurts our bodies, and
destroys our self-esteem. It makes us cranky, causes us to complain, and makes
life miserable not just for us but for those around us as well.
The whole point of God sending us Jesus wasn’t to make us cranky. Jesus didn’t
suffer death on the cross so we would have things to complain about, and he
didn’t call us to discipleship to diminish our self-worth. Denying ourselves isn’t
giving up chocolate for Lent or putting everyone else’s needs above our own to
our own detriment. Taking up our crosses isn’t living with our own personal
suffering or tolerating abuse from others. Jesus doesn’t ask us to give up our
identities or to carry hardship after hardship on our backs.
Denying ourselves means rejecting those things that keep us from being a part
of a larger community. The one piece of baggage Jesus calls us to carry is
relationship with others and for others. It won’t always be easy to carry,
because it leaves us vulnerable. Golgatha wasn’t a vacation destination. But
following Jesus means life with Jesus—and that means we never carry
anything alone.

Daily Readings for the Week September 16-22
Sunday:

Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 116:1-9
James 3:1-12
Mark 8:27-38

Monday:

Psalm 119:169-176
1 Kings 13:1-10
Romans 3:9-20

Tuesday:

Psalm 119:169-176
1 Kings 13:11-25
Colossians 3:1-11

Wednesday:

Psalm 119:169-176
Isaiah 10:12-20
John 7:25-36

Thursday:

Psalm 54
Judges 6:1-10
1 Corinthians 2:1-5

Friday:

Psalm 54
1 Kings 22:24-40
Romans 11:25-32

Saturday:

Psalm 54
2 Kings 17:5-18
Matthew 23:29-39
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