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Welcome to St. David's Lutheran Church!
We are blessed by your presence and honored that you have chosen to worship
with us today. Please take a moment to sign the friendship sheet that is
located in the booklet at the end of each pew, near the center aisle. These
sheets will be collected with the offering.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered to all who are baptized in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit and who recognize
the Sacrament as the true body and blood of our Lord. Baptized children are
also welcome to the Lord’s table at St. David’s with the guidance and consent of
their parents or guardians.
Prayer Requests may be made by placing the request in the small wooden box
at the rear, near the doors through which you entered. The acolyte will
collect the requests and they will be included during the prayers of the
congregation.
For your comfort there is a restroom and a water fountain located upstairs.
Simply exit through the double doors back into the narthex. The restroom is
straight ahead in the parlor, beside the grandfather clock, and the water
fountain is to the right at the beginning of the hallway.
Devotional –Copies of Scripture readings for the month of December, Gospel
Messages for Advent, Christ in Our Home (large print) devotions and The Word
in Season devotions are located on the table in the back, next to the prayer box.
For your convenience there is a cry room for infants, equipped with changing
table and supplies, a crib, rocking chairs, blankets, and toys. Simply exit
through the double doors back into the narthex, turn right down the hallway,
and it is the last room on the left.

INTRODUCTION

In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes.
When the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to
him and to God what belongs to God. To gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate
allegiance is to God rather than to any earthly authority. Created in the image of God, we
offer our entire selves in the service of God and for the sake of the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The assembly stands.

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory
of your holy name. Amen.
The minister stands and addresses the congregation.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The assembly stands.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE
Lord, have mercy:
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy:
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy:
Lord, have mercy.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. . . .
Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among
the nations. Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout
the world may persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of your name;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 45:1-7
A reading from Isaiah the 45th chapter.

{The prophet announces that Cyrus the Persian emperor is the one the Lord has anointed to
end Israel’s exile. The Lord makes this choice so that the whole world will recognize this Lord
as the only God. Persia had a god of light and a god of darkness; the Lord claims sovereignty
over both light and darkness.}

1Thus

says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus,
whose right hand I have grasped
to subdue nations before him
and strip kings of their robes,
to open doors before him—
and the gates shall not be closed:
2I will go before you
and level the mountains,
I will break in pieces the doors of bronze
and cut through the bars of iron,
3I will give you the treasures of darkness
and riches hidden in secret places,
so that you may know that it is I, the LORD,
the God of Israel, who call you by your name.
4For the sake of my servant Jacob,
and Israel my chosen,
I call you by your name,
I surname you, though you do not know me.
5I am the LORD, and there is no other;
besides me there is no god.
I arm you, though you do not know me,
6so that they may know, from the rising of the sun
and from the west, that there is no one besides me;
I am the LORD, and there is no other.
7I form light and create darkness,
I make weal and create woe;
I the LORD do all these things.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 96:1-9 (read responsively)
Ascribe to the LORD honor and power. (Ps. 96:7)
Sing to the LORD | a new song;*
sing to the LORD, all | the whole earth.
2 Sing to the LORD and | bless his name;*
proclaim the good news of his salvation from | day to day.
3 Declare his glory a- | mong the nations*
and his wonders a- | mong all peoples.
4 For great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised;*
he is more to be feared | than all gods.
5 As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols;*
but it is the LORD who | made the heavens.
6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence | of his presence!*
Oh, the power and the splendor of his | sanctuary!
7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families | of the peoples;*
ascribe to the LORD hon- | or and power.
8 Ascribe to the LORD the honor | due his name;*
bring offerings and come in- | to his courts.
9 Worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness;*
let the whole earth trem- | ble before him.
1

Ascribe to the LORD honor and power. (Ps. 96:7)

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
A reading from 1 Thessalonians the 1st chapter.

{Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul is giving pastoral encouragement and
reassurances to new Christians living in an antagonistic pagan environment. Their
commitment of faith, love, and hope makes them a model for other new Christian
communities.}
1Paul,

Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ:
Grace to you and peace.
2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our
prayers, constantly 3remembering before our God and Father your work of
faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For
we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you,
5because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in
power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what
kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 6And you became
imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the
word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an example to
all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For the word of the Lord has
sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place
your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it.
9For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had
among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true
God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the
dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands.

GOSPEL: Matthew 22:15-22
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 22nd chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
{After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with questions.
First they ask if God’s people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar.}
15Then

the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16So
they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we
know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth,
and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality.
17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?”
18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test,
you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a
denarius. 20Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” 21They
answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the
emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are
God’s.” 22When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went
away.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.

SERMON

Silence for reflection may follow.
The assembly stands.

Together we confess our faith:
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Open to the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all of
God’s creation.
A brief silence.

Trusting in God, we pray for the church. Fill all worshipers with your Holy
Spirit. Grant them generous hearts to share God’s splendor revealed to them in
Jesus Christ. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for creation: for the power of sun, wind, and water, for the riches
buried in rock and soil, for the magnificence of life in forms too many to
number. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for the nations: for leaders of governments, for fair commerce
between nations, for treasurers, boards of directors, and all who justly
distribute monetary resources. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the poor and outcast, for those who cannot afford food, medicine,
clothing, and shelter, for the communities and agencies who serve the needy
and advocate on their behalf (especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.
Trusting in God’s healing power, we pray for this congregation: for the
unemployed and overworked, for all who are burdened by debt, for the sick
and those in particular need (especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for the saints of every time and place. By your Spirit, grant us
sure confidence in the everlasting glory you promise. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting the
power of Christ and the gifts of the Spirit. Amen.
PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
The minister and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Peace be with you.
Peace be with you.

The assembly is seated.

OFFERING
OFFERTORY HYMN

The assembly stands.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you,
O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service
and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have
made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son,
whom you sent in this end of the ages
to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.
He is your Word,
inseparable from you.
Through him you created all things,
and in him you take delight.
He is your Word,
sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb.
He there took on our nature and our lot
and was shown forth as your Son,
born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary.
It is he, our Lord Jesus, who fulfilled all your will
and won for you a holy people;
he stretched out his hands in suffering
in order to free from suffering those who trust you.

It is he who, handed over to a death he freely accepted,
in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one,
to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous,
to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection,
taking bread and giving thanks to you, said:
Take and eat; this is my body, broken for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This is my blood poured out for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, then, his death and resurrection,
we lift this bread and cup before you,
giving you thanks that you have made us worthy
to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people.
And we ask you:
Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your Church;
gather into one all who share this bread and wine;
fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth,
that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him all glory and honor are yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church both now and forever.
Amen, amen, amen, amen, amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
LAMB OF GOD
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.
The assembly is seated.
The Holy Communion is distributed with these or similar words:

The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you
COMMUNION HYMN

Following the Holy Communion the congregation stands:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in
his grace. Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and
blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of
his endless life, now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
QUIET MEDITATION
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Giving to the Giver
Does anyone really like paying taxes? Even though we know that money paid
to the government helps fund important items such as roads, bridges, and
public safety, the mysteriously small paycheck each month and the arduous
accounting process each year remind us how much cash we must hand over. It
doesn’t end there, of course. If you’ve ever looked at a cell phone or cable TV
bill in detail, or examined the fine print of your airline ticket, you know the
reality of government fees and taxes. “Do I get to keep any of my money?” we
cry in frustration.
On top of that, this is the time when many of our churches are discussing
stewardship, budgets for the coming year, and the need for each of us to
support the mission and ministry of the congregation and the wider church
with our time, skill, and material resources. Give to God what is God’s, we are
told. And indeed, we should. But let us not give to God, or our neighbor who is
served by our giving, as though we were paying a tax. Let us not give
grudgingly, believing that stewardship is essential to retaining our salvation.
Eternal life is not a bridge, road, or fire department, and we do not earn it with
money or good works.
Rather, as we consider how and what we ought to give to God, let us remember
that all we have—ourselves, our time, our possessions—are gifts from God,
who loves us, cares for us, and sees to it that we have “daily bread.” Even the
government is a gift, given for the peaceful ordering of society. As we examine
what we have and wonder if there is enough to give, let us first be grateful and
rejoice that God has given us something to give.

Daily Readings for the Week October 22-28
Sunday:

Monday:

Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday:

Saturday:

Isaiah 45:1-7
Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13]
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
Matthew 22:15-22
Psalm 98
Daniel 3:1-18
Revelation 18:1-10, 19-20
Psalm 98
Daniel 3:19-30
Revelation 18:21-24
Psalm 98
Daniel 6:1-28
Matthew 17:22-27
Psalm 1
Numbers 5:5-10
Titus 1:5-16
Psalm 1
Deuteronomy 9:25—10:5
Titus 2:7-8, 11-15
Psalm 1
Proverbs 24:23-34
John 5:39-47
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