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Welcome to St. David's Lutheran Church!
We are blessed by your presence and honored that you have chosen to worship
with us today. Please take a moment to sign the friendship sheet that is
located in the booklet at the end of each pew, near the center aisle. These
sheets will be collected with the offering.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered to all who are baptized in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit and who recognize
the Sacrament as the true body and blood of our Lord. Baptized children are
also welcome to the Lord’s table at St. David’s with the guidance and consent of
their parents or guardians.
Prayer Requests may be made by placing the request in the small wooden box
at the rear, near the doors through which you entered. The acolyte will
collect the requests and they will be included during the prayers of the
congregation.
For your comfort there is a restroom and a water fountain located upstairs.
Simply exit through the double doors back into the narthex. The restroom is
straight ahead in the parlor, beside the grandfather clock, and the water
fountain is to the right at the beginning of the hallway.
Devotional –Copies of Scripture readings for the month of December, Gospel
Messages for Advent, Christ in Our Home (large print) devotions and The Word
in Season devotions are located on the table in the back, next to the prayer box.
For your convenience there is a cry room for infants, equipped with changing
table and supplies, a crib, rocking chairs, blankets, and toys. Simply exit
through the double doors back into the narthex, turn right down the hallway,
and it is the last room on the left.

INTRODUCTION

In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will wipe away death forever. In
Jesus’ parable about a great banquet, those invited do not come, so the invitation is extended to others. In
our liturgy God spreads a table before us. Even amid anxiety and hardship we rejoice in the peace of God
that surpasses all understanding. With great joy we feast at the table of the Lord, and we go forth to share
the wonderful invitation with others hungering and thirsting for the abundant life of God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The assembly stands.

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory
of your holy name. Amen.
The minister stands and addresses the congregation.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The assembly stands.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE
Lord, have mercy:
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy:
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy:
Lord, have mercy.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. . . .
Almighty God, source of every blessing, your generous goodness comes to us
anew every day. By the work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your
goodness, give thanks for your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:1-9
A reading from Isaiah the 25th chapter.

{After a hymn of praise acknowledging God as a shelter for the poor, the prophet portrays a
wonderful victory banquet at which death—which in ancient Canaan was depicted as a
monster swallowing everyone up—will be swallowed up forever. The prophet urges
celebration of this victory of salvation.}
1O

LORD, you are my God;
I will exalt you, I will praise your name;
for you have done wonderful things,
plans formed of old, faithful and sure.
2For you have made the city a heap,
the fortified city a ruin;

the palace of aliens is a city no more,
it will never be rebuilt.
3Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;
cities of ruthless nations will fear you.
4For you have been a refuge to the poor,
a refuge to the needy in their distress,
a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,
5the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place,
you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds;
the song of the ruthless was stilled.
6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
7And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
8he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the LORD has spoken.
9It will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the LORD for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 23 (read responsively)
You spread a table before me and my cup is running over. (Ps. 23:5)
1 The LORD | is my shepherd;*
I shall not | be in want.
2 He makes me lie down | in green pastures*
and leads me be- | side still waters.
3 He re- | vives my soul*
and guides me along right pathways | for his name's sake.
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no
evil;*
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.
5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who | trouble me;*
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my
life,*
and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever.
You spread a table before me and my cup is running over. (Ps. 23:5)

SECOND READING: Philippians 4:1-9
A reading from Philippians the 4th chapter.

{Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, Paul calls on the Philippians to
rejoice and give thanks to God no matter what the circumstance. God’s peace is with us and
binds together our hearts and minds in Jesus Christ, especially when things around us do not
seem peaceful.}
1My

brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand
firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.
2I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3Yes,
and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have
struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the
rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.
4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be
known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just,
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is
any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these
things. 9Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard
and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands.

GOSPEL: Matthew 22:1-14
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 22nd chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
{Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God’s kingdom are available to all, but
the invitation is not to be taken lightly.}
1Once

more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2“The kingdom of heaven
may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3He sent
his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they
would not come. 4Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been
invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been
slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ 5But they
made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, 6while
the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 7The king was
enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city.
8Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not
worthy. 9Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the
wedding banquet.’ 10Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all
whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with
guests.
11“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who
was not wearing a wedding robe, 12and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get
in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. 13Then the king said
to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14For many are
called, but few are chosen.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

The assembly is seated.
Silence for reflection may follow.
The assembly stands.

Together we confess our faith:
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Open to the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all of
God’s creation.
A brief silence.

You rejoice in your church, gracious God. Welcome your children to the table
you have prepared and send us forth to share the saving mercy we meet in
Jesus Christ. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You rejoice in your good creation. Provide moisture for parched places, wind
and sun for flooded lands, and shelter and sustenance for creatures of every
kind. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You rejoice in the people and places of the world. We pray for nations who
cannot sit at table together, for leaders distracted by anxiety and fear, and for
refugees unwelcome in their homelands. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You bring peace that surpasses understanding. We pray for all who cannot
worship with us this day: those who are homebound, hospitalized, imprisoned,
or working (especially). Comfort their hearts and ours with your healing
presence. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You rejoice in this congregation. We pray for its ministries of hospitality: for
ushers, greeters, wedding coordinators, and all who welcome guests in this
place. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

You promise an eternal feast. We give thanks for the saints of every time and
place (especially Teresa of Avila, whom we commemorate today). Hold us in
communion with them until all are united at your heavenly banquet. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting the
power of Christ and the gifts of the Spirit.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
The minister and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Peace be with you.
Peace be with you.
The assembly is seated.

OFFERING
OFFERTORY HYMN

The assembly stands.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you,
O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service
and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have
made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son,
whom you sent in this end of the ages
to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.
He is your Word,
inseparable from you.
Through him you created all things,
and in him you take delight.
He is your Word,
sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb.
He there took on our nature and our lot
and was shown forth as your Son,
born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary.
It is he, our Lord Jesus, who fulfilled all your will
and won for you a holy people;
he stretched out his hands in suffering

in order to free from suffering those who trust you.
It is he who, handed over to a death he freely accepted,
in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one,
to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous,
to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection,
taking bread and giving thanks to you, said:
Take and eat; this is my body, broken for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This is my blood poured out for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, then, his death and resurrection,
we lift this bread and cup before you,
giving you thanks that you have made us worthy
to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people.
And we ask you:
Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your Church;
gather into one all who share this bread and wine;
fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth,
that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him all glory and honor are yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church both now and forever.
Amen, amen, amen, amen, amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
LAMB OF GOD
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.
The assembly is seated.
The Holy Communion is distributed with these or similar words:

The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you
COMMUNION HYMN

Following the Holy Communion the congregation stands:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and
blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of
his endless life, now and forever.
Amen.
BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
QUIET MEDITATION
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Accepts with Pleasure
You can tell by your carefully scripted name on the front, the engraved return
address, the thick textured envelope—a wedding invitation has arrived at your
door! You open it, pulling out a stack of inserts and enclosures as featherlight
tissue paper drifts to the floor. Instantly you can tell—this is one of those
weddings: fancy, upscale, and so very fun! Our culture has eliminated so many
elaborate occasions and lavish events that the rare opportunity to dress up and
be elegant for an evening is a delight. Delicious food, wonderful music, the
celebration of love! You can hardly wait—but what will you wear?
The Son of God invites you to his wedding banquet today. At the altar of our
Lord, you receive the richest food and the choicest of wines—the very body
and blood of Jesus, given for you for the forgiveness of your sins and as a
promise of everlasting life. Around the table are all your sisters and brothers in
Christ—the ones standing next to you and the ones across time and space. At
this wedding feast, not even death prevents guests from attending. And as
marvelous as this meal is, what you eat here is only the appetizer course,
keeping you fed until the full banquet begins in the new heaven and the new
earth that are to come.
You, beloved child, are invited to this table today, and in eternity, as far more
than just a guest. Baptism clothes us in the garment of salvation and gives us a
new identity as God’s precious chosen ones. Wear these clothes with joy and
confidence. Come, a place at the banquet table is waiting for you.

Daily Readings for the Week October 15-21
Sunday:

Monday:

Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday:

Saturday:

Isaiah 25:1-9
Psalm 23
Philippians 4:1-9
Matthew 22:1-14
Psalm 34
Exodus 19:7-20
Jude 17-25
Psalm 34
Amos 9:5-15
Philippians 3:13—4:1
Psalm 34
Song of Solomon 7:10—8:4
John 6:25-35
Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13]
Judges 17:1-6
3 John 9-12
Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13]
Deuteronomy 17:14-20
1 Peter 5:1-5
Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13]
Isaiah 14:3-11
Matthew 14:1-12
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