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Welcome to St. David's Lutheran Church!
We are blessed by your presence and honored that you have chosen to worship
with us today. Please take a moment to sign the friendship sheet that is
located in the booklet at the end of each pew, near the center aisle. These
sheets will be collected with the offering.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered to all who are baptized in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit and who recognize
the Sacrament as the true body and blood of our Lord. Baptized children are
also welcome to the Lord’s table at St. David’s with the guidance and consent of
their parents or guardians.
Prayer Requests may be made by placing the request in the small wooden box
at the rear, near the doors through which you entered. The acolyte will
collect the requests and they will be included during the prayers of the
congregation.
For your comfort there is a restroom and a water fountain located upstairs.
Simply exit through the double doors back into the narthex. The restroom is
straight ahead in the parlor, beside the grandfather clock, and the water
fountain is to the right at the beginning of the hallway.
Devotional –Copies of Scripture readings for the month of December, Gospel
Messages for Advent, Christ in Our Home (large print) devotions and The Word
in Season devotions are located on the table in the back, next to the prayer box.
For your convenience there is a cry room for infants, equipped with changing
table and supplies, a crib, rocking chairs, blankets, and toys. Simply exit
through the double doors back into the narthex, turn right down the hallway,
and it is the last room on the left.

INTRODUCTION

On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgment. In the end, the faithful
are those who served Christ by ministering to those who are poor, hungry, naked, sick, or estranged. In
the first reading God is the shepherd who seeks the lost, weak, and injured and feeds them with justice.
We gather this day to celebrate the reign of Christ and his victory over death, yet awaiting the
consummation of all things yet to come. Acknowledging Christ as our merciful ruler, we go forth that his
reign may be known in our loving words and deeds.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The assembly stands.

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Kneel/Sit
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory
of your holy name. Amen.
The minister stands and addresses the congregation.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The assembly stands.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE
Lord, have mercy:
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy:
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy:
Lord, have mercy.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. . . .
Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things to your
beloved Son, whom you anointed priest forever and king of all creation: Grant
that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united
under the glorious and gentle rule of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
A reading from Ezekiel the 34th chapter.
{Since Israel’s kings proved to be bad shepherds, Ezekiel declares that the Lord will assume
the role of shepherd in Israel. The Lord will also set over them a shepherd-messiah, “my
servant David,” who will feed and care for the people.}
11Thus

says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them
out. 12As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered
sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to
which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13I will
bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will
bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel,
by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14I will feed
them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their
pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on
rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my
sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost,
and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will
strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them
with justice.
20Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the
fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because you pushed with flank and shoulder,
and butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them
far and wide, 22I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I
will judge between sheep and sheep.
23I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed
them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their
God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have
spoken.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 95:1-7a (read responsively)
We are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand. (Ps. 95:7)
1 Come, let us sing | to the LORD;*
let us shout for joy to the rock of | our salvation.
2 Let us come before his presence | with thanksgiving*
and raise a loud shout to | him with psalms.
3 For the LORD | is a great God,*
and a great King | above all gods.
4 In his hand are the caverns | of the earth,*
and the heights of the hills | are his also.
5 The sea is his, | for he made it,*
and his hands have molded | the dry land.
6 Come, let us bow down and | bend the knee,*
and kneel before the | LORD our Maker.
7 For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep | of his
hand.*
Oh, that today you would hearken | to his voice!
We are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand. (Ps. 95:7)

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23
A reading from Ephesians the 1st chapter.
{In this passage, God is praised for revealing ultimate divine power in raising Jesus from the
dead. The resurrected, exalted Christ is Lord both of the church and the entire universe, now
and in the age to come.}
15I

have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the
saints, and for this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember
you in my prayers. 17I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know
him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is
the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious
inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his
power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. 20God
put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated
him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority
and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this
age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and
has made him the head over all things for the church, 23which is his body, the
fullness of him who fills all in all.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands.

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:31-46
The Holy Gospel according to St Matthew the 25th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
{Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his subjects to see how he is treated:
what is done for the least of those who belong to his family is truly done for him.}

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all
the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations
will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his
right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right
hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me
food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and
you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you
took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37Then the righteous will
answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or
thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a
stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was
it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40And the king will
answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who
are members of my family you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to those at his
left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared
for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was
thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not
welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and
you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we
saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did
not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you
did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these
will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON

Silence for reflection may follow.
The assembly stands.

Together we confess our faith:
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Welcoming God’s reign of righteousness and mercy, let us pray with people of
every time and place.
A brief silence.

Almighty God, your merciful rule encompasses all the world. As we gather for
worship in safety, we pray for places where the church is persecuted. Watch
over your people as they witness to your good news. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Give bountiful pastures, safety, and health to herds, livestock, and all animals.
May our care for all of your creation reflect your shepherding love for all that
you have made. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for international organizations that shine your light in places of strife
(especially). Lead relief and aid workers, leaders and volunteers to seek the lost
and provide safety. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, abused, or ill (especially). Give
wisdom to counselors, doctors, nurses, and all in professions that provide
healing. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Shepherd your churches to welcome the stranger and immigrant in our midst.
Call all your people to welcome, clothe, feed, and visit those in need just as you
have provided for the lost and despairing throughout the ages. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Give us the hope to which you call us, our glorious inheritance with all your
saints. Enrich our lives with the faith and vision of those saints who have died
(especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Receive these prayers and the hopes and concerns of our hearts, O God, as we
entrust into your loving care all for whom we pray, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
The minister and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Peace be with you.
Peace be with you.
The assembly is seated.

OFFERING
OFFERTORY HYMN
The assembly stands.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you,
O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service
and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have
made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son,
whom you sent in this end of the ages
to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.
He is your Word,
inseparable from you.
Through him you created all things,
and in him you take delight.
He is your Word,
sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb.
He there took on our nature and our lot
and was shown forth as your Son,
born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary.
It is he, our Lord Jesus, who fulfilled all your will
and won for you a holy people;
he stretched out his hands in suffering
in order to free from suffering those who trust you.
It is he who, handed over to a death he freely accepted,
in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one,
to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous,
to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection,
taking bread and giving thanks to you, said:
Take and eat; this is my body, broken for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This is my blood poured out for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection,
we lift this bread and cup before you,
giving you thanks that you have made us worthy
to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people.
And we ask you:
Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your Church;
gather into one all who share this bread and wine;
fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth,
that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him all glory and honor are yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church both now and forever.
Amen, amen, amen, amen, amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
LAMB OF GOD
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.

The assembly is seated.
The Holy Communion is distributed with these or similar words:

The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you
COMMUNION HYMN

Following the Holy Communion the congregation stands:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in
his grace. Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and
blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of
his endless life, now and forever. Amen.
BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
QUIET MEDITATION
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Coming Kingdom
Jesus’ vision of glory is really a humble one.
His kingly activity is not concerned with
parading around royally, or associating with
the powerful or wealthy, or affiliating himself
with military might and authority. The
pronouncements made from his throne are
not ones issued for the sake of protecting his
own power. Instead, he is concerned with
one question in particular: How do the
vulnerable fare?
As we celebrate Christ the King at the ending
of another church year, we are challenged to
see an expression of political power that is
far different from that which makes our
governments tick. Jesus welcomes his
followers into an alternative way of life, one
that puts love of neighbor at the center of our
daily actions.
To get a sense of how the vulnerable have
fared on our watch, we could look at our
budgets, advocacy efforts, social interactions,
even our charitable donations. At the heart of
Jesus’ teaching is an invitation to see one’s
neighbor with renewed vision. There is an
expectation when honoring Jesus’ kingship
that our attention turns outward, away from
ourselves. Similarly, the celebration of the
Lord’s supper redirects our attention toward
Christ and our neighbor.
When we receive the meal, we are not
coming forward for a private snack. Instead,
we come as people who are shaped by this
gift of God. In this gift Christ himself reminds
us of the common need we have, and as we
partake in the meal we are invited to see it as
a central expression of Christ’s kingdom. In
so doing our idea of neighbor expands and
we rehearse an economy that God desires,
one where vulnerable people matter. We
share this meal with God’s family throughout
history and around the world. And this is
how the kingdom comes.

Daily Readings for the Week
November 26-December 2

Sunday
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Psalm 95:1-7a
Ephesians 1:15-23
Matthew 25:31-46
Monday
Psalm 7
Esther 2:1-18
2 Timothy 2:8-13
Tuesday
Psalm 7
Esther 8:3-17
Revelation 19:1-9
Wednesday
Psalm 7
Ezekiel 33:7-20
John 5:19-40
Thursday
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Zechariah 13:1-9
Revelation 14:6-13
Friday
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Zechariah 14:1-9
1 Thessalonians 4:1-18
Saturday
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Micah 2:1-13
Matthew 24:15-31
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