An evening setting of Holy Communion

St. David’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Saturday, May 26, 2018
5:30 pm
Liturgy of Word and Sacrament
The Holy Trinity Weekend
Interims: The Reverend Larry Hoover and Bishop Emeritus Gregory Pile
Church: 479-4110; Fax: 479-2994
www.stdavidslutheran.org

Welcome to St. David's Lutheran Church!
We are blessed by your presence and honored that you have chosen to worship
with us today. Please take a moment to sign the friendship sheet that is
located in the booklet at the end of each pew, near the center aisle. These
sheets will be collected with the offering.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered to all who are baptized in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit and who recognize
the Sacrament as the true body and blood of our Lord. Baptized children are
also welcome to the Lord’s table at St. David’s with the guidance and consent of
their parents or guardians.
Prayer Requests may be made by placing the request in the small wooden box
at the rear, near the doors through which you entered. The acolyte will
collect the requests and they will be included during the prayers of the
congregation.
For your comfort there is a restroom, equipped with a changing table and
supplies and a water fountain located upstairs. Simply exit through the
double doors back into the narthex. The restroom is straight ahead in the
parlor, beside the grandfather clock, and the water fountain is to the right at
the beginning of the hallway.
Devotional – The worship folder you are holding is also a weekly devotional
booklet. The prayers and Scripture readings are appropriate for use at any
time during the week. The liturgy itself is a Scripturally based order for daily
prayer and devotion with Scriptural references noted where they apply.
Even the hymns are appropriate tools for prayer and praise. Finally, there is
a daily lectionary of Scripture readings for the rest of the week on the last
printed page.

INTRODUCTION

When we say God is the triune God, we are saying something about who God is beyond,
before, and after the universe: that there is community within God. Our experience of this
is reflected in Paul’s words today. When we pray to God as Jesus prayed to his Abba (an
everyday, intimate parental address), the Spirit prays within us, creating between us and
God the same relationship Jesus has with the one who sent him.
The assembly stands.

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen.
.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The minister stands and addresses the congregation

The assembly stands.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
KYRIE
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal
Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us
steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your
presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 6:1-8
A reading from Isaiah the 6th chapter.
{This reading narrates Isaiah’s vision of the Lord surrounded by angels. They sing “Holy, holy, holy,” a song
the church sings at the beginning of the great thanksgiving. This liturgical text invites the church and all
creation to sing in praise of God’s glory. That glory is God’s mercy toward sinners.}
1In

the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and
lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2Seraphs were in attendance
above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two
they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3And one called to another and
said:
“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory.”
4The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the
house filled with smoke. 5And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of
unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen
the King, the LORD of hosts!”
6Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken
from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7The seraph touched my mouth with it and
said: “Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin
is blotted out.” 8Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send,
and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 29 (read responsively)
Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. (Ps. 29:2)
1Ascribe

to the LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name;
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
4The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice;
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.
5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees;
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

6the

LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
7The voice of the LORD
bursts forth in lightning flashes.
8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests
bare.
And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!”
10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore.
11O LORD, give strength to your people;
give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.
All: Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. (Ps. 29:2)
SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-17
A reading from Romans the 8th chapter.
{In describing the new life of faith, Paul refers to all three persons of the Trinity: the Spirit leads us to
recognize that we are children of God the Father and sisters and brothers with Christ the Son.}
12Brothers

and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the
flesh—13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit
you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by
the Spirit of God are children of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit of
slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When
we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit
that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint
heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be
glorified with him.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands.

GOSPEL: John 3:1-17
The holy gospel according to John the 3rd chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
{Jesus’ miracles prompt Nicodemus to visit him in secrecy. Jesus tells him about being born of the Spirit and
about the Son who has been sent by God to save.}
1Now

there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came
to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who
has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the
presence of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see
the kingdom of God without being born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to him,
“How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time
into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you,
no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit.
6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do
not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind
blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the
Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered
him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?
11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we
have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about
earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about
heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except the one who
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever
believes in him may have eternal life.
16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world,
but in order that the world might be saved through him.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM
PRESENTATION
(Candidates for baptism, sponsors, and parents gather with the ministers at the font. The assembly is
seated.)

In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining
us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children
of a fallen humanity; by water and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children of
God and made members of the church, the body of Christ. Living with Christ
and in the communion of saints, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the
will of God.
I present Emma Jane Hay to receive the sacrament of Holy Baptism.
Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to
have Emma baptized into Christ? I do.
As you bring Emma to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with
responsibilities:
to live with her among God's faithful people,
bring her to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in her hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture her in faith and prayer,
so that she may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.
Do you promise to help Emma grow in the Christian faith and life? I do.
Sponsors, do you promise to nurture this child in the Christian faith as you are
empowered by God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and
in communion with the church? I do.
People of God, do you promise to support Emma and pray for her in her new
life in Christ? We do.
The assembly stands.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of
the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. Your voice thundered
over the waters at creation. You water the mountains and send springs into the
valleys to refresh and satisfy all living things.
Through the waters of the flood you carried those in the ark to safety. Through
the sea you led your people Israel from slavery to freedom. In the wilderness
you nourished them with water from the rock, and you brought them across
the river Jordan to the promised land.
By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has carried us to
safety and freedom. The floods shall not overwhelm us, and the deep shall not
swallow us up, for Christ has brought us over to the land of promise. He sends
us to make disciples, baptizing in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.
Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash away sin in this cleansing water; clothe the
baptized with Christ; and claim your daughters and sons, no longer slave and
free, no longer male and female, but one with all the baptized in Christ Jesus,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
The assembly may be seated.

BAPTISM
Emma, I baptize you in the name of the Father, ☩ and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.
Laying both hands on the head of the newly baptized, the presiding minister prayers.

Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God that through water and the Holy Spirit you give
your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to
eternal life.
Sustain Emma with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the
fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.
Amen.
The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized. Oil prepared for this
purpose may be used. As the sign of the cross is made, the minister says:

Emma, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with
the cross of Christ forever.
Amen.
A lighted candle is given to the baptized.

WELCOME
Jesus said, I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will have the light of life.
The minister and baptismal group face the assembly.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission, we share:
join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and
redeeming word to all the world.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Filled with the Holy Spirit, we join with the church in every place, praying for
the world that God so loves.
A brief silence.

Abba, when we cry to you, your Spirit bears witness with our spirit. Give to
your church the confidence of the children of God, so that we boldly share with
everyone your world-saving love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
The whole earth is full of your glory: cities teem, fields flourish, mountains
soar, and waters abound. Blot out our sin of spoiling your creation. Send us to
go for you, mending what is torn and tattered in your world. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son. In these days, when nation
condemns nation, save us. Give us strength and fill us with your justice and
peace. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Your people cry out to you, seeking the goodness and hope of your holiness.
Let the wind of your Spirit blow into the lives of all who suffer from injustice,
want, or anguish of any kind (especially). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
In our living and in our dying, we belong to you. In loving remembrance, we
honor those who live with scars or have died defending our nation. Beat our
swords into plowshares and our spears into pruning hooks, and teach us your
ways. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

With affection we remember the saints now departed and rejoice in their
faithful witness (especially John Calvin, renewer of the church). Through their
example, provoke us to holy lives of loving service in your name. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.
By the sure guidance of your Holy Spirit, O God, we lift up our prayers in trust
and thanksgiving; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

THE PEACE OF THE LORD
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
The ministers and congregation may greet one another with a gesture of peace, using these or similar
words:

Peace be with you.
The assembly stands.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and
nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger
in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on
the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.
In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him should not perish,
but have eternal life.
We give thanks to you
for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith
as he comes to us in his holy supper.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Pour out your Holy Spirit,
that by this Holy Communion we may know
the unity we share with all your people
in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.
The assembly is seated.
The Holy Communion is distributed with these or similar words:

The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you
COMMUNION HYMN

Following the Holy Communion the congregation stands:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.
Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.
QUIET MEDITATION
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

May 27, 2018
THE HOLY TRINITY
In a Word, Believe
At the airport the young man’s father and mother hugged him, stamped
unremovable kisses on his unshaven cheek, draped “I love you” eyes upon him,
mouthed “be safe” and sent him off to volunteer in Argentina, where he later
disappeared. Did he perish?
Earth trembles, wind howls, fire refines. Do we perish? Famines devour by day,
plagues creep by night, wars shriek. Do we perish?
“For God so loved the world . . .
Shamefaced in prisons, shivering on street corners, lonely in crowds, invaded
all alone. Do we perish? At the top, exhausted; at the bottom, despairing; at the
edges, ignored; at the center, shrinking. Do we perish?
. . . that he gave his only Son, . . .
Washed out memories, built up distances. Do we perish? Love discarded,
hatred hoarded. Do we perish?
. . . so that everyone who believes in him may not perish.”
Nicodemus came to Jesus in the dark. This is what he said: “no one can do these
signs that you do apart from the presence of God” (John 3:2). An unsteady,
fitful confidence flickered like a sputtering wick in the dark. “How can these
things be?” Riddled about the kingdom of God, flesh and Spirit, heaven and
earth, he didn’t hide inside of cautious silence or avoid heavy darkness.
Nicodemus came to Jesus in the dark. There he found God’s answer in a word.
Believe. Believe not in a world without death or disaster, not in a world
without suffering or loss, not in a world without devastation or humiliation,
not in a world without defeat or shame. Believe in God who refuses to abandon
such a world. Believe in the sign of God, Jesus himself, God’s love for this world
where joys do agonize, flowers do fade, springs do thirst. Believe in God in the
dark night hour.
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The Holy Trinity
Isaiah 6:1-8
Psalm 29
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