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Welcome to St. David's Lutheran Church!
We are blessed by your presence and honored that you have chosen to worship
with us today. Please take a moment to sign the friendship sheet that is
located in the booklet at the end of each pew, near the center aisle. These
sheets will be collected with the offering.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered to all who are baptized in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit and who recognize
the Sacrament as the true body and blood of our Lord. Baptized children are
also welcome to the Lord’s table at St. David’s with the guidance and consent of
their parents or guardians.
Prayer Requests may be made by placing the request in the small wooden box
at the rear, near the doors through which you entered. The acolyte will
collect the requests and they will be included during the prayers of the
congregation.
For your comfort there is a restroom, equipped with a changing table and
supplies and a water fountain located upstairs. Simply exit through the
double doors back into the narthex. The restroom is straight ahead in the
parlor, beside the grandfather clock, and the water fountain is to the right at
the beginning of the hallway.
Devotional – The worship folder you are holding is also a weekly devotional
booklet. The prayers and Scripture readings are appropriate for use at any
time during the week. The liturgy itself is a Scripturally based order for daily
prayer and devotion with Scriptural references noted where they apply.
Even the hymns are appropriate tools for prayer and praise. Finally, there is
a daily lectionary of Scripture readings for the rest of the week on the last
printed page.

INTRODUCTION

The third covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the central one of Israel’s history: the gift of the law
to those God freed from slavery. The ten commandments are one of the chief parts of Luther’s catechism,
a core piece of baptismal instruction. They begin with the statement that because God alone has freed us
from the powers that oppressed us, we are to let nothing else claim first place in our lives. When Jesus
throws the merchants out of the temple, he is defending the worship of God alone and rejecting the ways
commerce and profit-making can become our gods.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The assembly stands.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The minister leads the congregation in the invocation. The sign of the cross may be made by all in
remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or sits. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name.
Amen.
The minister stands and addresses the congregation.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The assembly stands.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above,
and for our salvation,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world,
for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house,
and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen, amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act
courageously. Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the
wisdom that comes only through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

FIRST READING: Exodus 20:1-17
A reading from Exodus the 20th chapter.
{After escaping from slavery, the Israelites come to Mount Sinai, where God teaches them how to live in community. The ten commandments
proclaim that God alone is worthy of worship. Flowing from God, the life of the community flourishes when based on honesty, trust, fidelity, and
respect for life, family, and property.}

1God

spoke all these words:
2I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of
the house of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me.
4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything
that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water
under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the
LORD your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents,
to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but showing
steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my
commandments.
7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the
LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.
8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and
do all your work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you
shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female
slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days the
LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the
seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it.
12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the
land that the LORD your God is giving you.
13You shall not murder.

14You

shall not commit adultery.
15You shall not steal.
16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your
neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that
belongs to your neighbor.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 19 (read responsively)
The commandment of the LORD gives light to the eyes. (Ps. 19:8)
The heavens declare the glory of God,*
and the firmament shows his handiwork.
2 One day tells its tale to another,*
and one night imparts knowledge to another.
3 Although they have no words or language,*
and their voices are not heard,
4 their sound has gone out into all lands,*
and their message to the ends of the world.
5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun;*
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.
6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens
and runs about to the end of it again;*
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.
7 The law of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul;*
the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent.
8 The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart;*
the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes.
9 The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever;*
the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.
1

More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,*
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.
11 By them also is your servant enlightened,*
and in keeping them there is great reward.
12 Who can tell how often he offends?*
Cleanse me from my secret faults.
13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;
let them not get dominion over me;*
then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in your sight,*
O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.
10

All: The commandment of the LORD gives light to the eyes. (Ps. 19:8)
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25
A reading from 1 Corinthians the 1st chapter.
{The word of the cross is pure foolishness and nonsense to the world because it claims that God is mostly revealed in weakness, humiliation, and
death. But through such divine foolishness and weakness, God is working to save us. The center of Paul’s preaching is Christ crucified.}

18The

message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to
us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written,
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided,
through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For
Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those
who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the
wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s
weakness is stronger than human strength.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands.

GOSPEL: John 2:13-22
The holy gospel according to John the 2nd chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
{Jesus attacks the commercialization of religion by driving merchants out of the temple. When challenged, he responds mysteriously, with the
first prediction of his own death and resurrection. In the midst of a seemingly stable religious center, Jesus suggests that the center itself has
changed.}

13The

Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the
temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money
changers seated at their tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them
out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of
the money changers and overturned their tables. 16He told those who were
selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s
house a marketplace!” 17His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for
your house will consume me.” 18The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you
show us for doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in
three days I will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “This temple has been under
construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he
was speaking of the temple of his body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his
disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture
and the word that Jesus had spoken.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

The assembly is seated.
Silence for reflection may follow.
The assembly stands.

Together we confess our faith:
NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Renewed in the promises of baptism, let us pray for the church, the world, and
all who are in need.
A brief silence.

We pray for the church. Lead us faithfully in the way of the cross. Unite us as
one body in Christ. Empower us with courage to speak out against injustice
and greed, demonstrating with our words and bodies the love of Jesus. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for the world. For sheep, cattle, and all domesticated livestock. For
wild creatures, service animals, and pets. Provide shelter, food, and safe
drinking water for every living creature. Protect the earth from disaster and
harm. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for the nations. Teach us to honor one another as you command.
Protect refugees and immigrants fleeing from their homes in search of safety
and freedom. Guide lawmakers, peacekeepers, and all who work toward
reconciliation and justice. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for those in need. For those who lack what they need for daily life. For
people whose lives are consumed by their possessions. For those who grieve,
and for all who are ill (especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for this assembly. For those preparing for baptism or confirmation,
and for their families, sponsors, and faith mentors. For Bible study leaders and
participants. For our elders in thanksgiving for the depth of wisdom and
experience they offer. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

We remember with gratitude those who have gone before us (especially).
Inspire us by their witness and example. Bring us with them into the joy of
eternal life with you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Trusting in your covenant of mercy, O God, we lift our prayers to you, through
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
The ministers and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Peace be with you.
Peace be with you.

Please be seated after the Peace is shared.
The assembly stands.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of
grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your
bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God;
you are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.
Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will
and accomplished our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,
his life-giving Passion and death,
his glorious resurrection and ascension, and his promise to come again,
we give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty,
not as we ought, but as we are able;
and we implore you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving,
and, with your Word and Holy Spirit, to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine;
that we and all who share in the body and blood of your Son
may be filled with heavenly peace and joy,
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be sanctified in soul and body,
and have our portion with all your saints.
All honor and glory are yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
LAMB OF GOD
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.
The assembly is seated.
The Holy Communion is distributed with these or similar words:

The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you

Following the Holy Communion the congregation stands:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.
Amen.

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE
Lord, now you let your servant go in peace;
your word has been fulfilled.
My own eyes have seen the salvation
which you have prepared
in the sight of ev’ry people:
A light to reveal you to the nations
and the glory of your people Israel.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in
our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a
making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the Name of the☩ Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.
QUIET MEDITATION
DISMISSAL
Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL MESSAGE
March 4, 2018
THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
Spring Cleaning
Greek mythology tells a story about one of the greatest cleanup jobs of all time.
The superhuman Hercules is given the challenge of clearing out a gigantic
stable where thousands of animals are living. No one thinks he can do it. But,
being quite clever, Hercules diverts a river to run through the stables. As the
waters pour through, all the grime and filth is swept away.
In today’s gospel, Jesus tackles the “mess” that has built up in the temple in
Jerusalem. He overturns tables and drives sellers from the temple courts
where they have set up shop. Jesus’ actions show his resolve to clear out all
that clutters and distracts from our relationship with God. He boldly points to
the injustices he sees around him and acts to eradicate them. With his words
and his actions, Jesus moves through the world and through people’s lives,
sweeping away everything that has no place in God’s kingdom.
During Lent we invite Christ into our communities and congregations for some
spring cleaning. We direct our attention toward those places where injustices
and distractions have built up, and we pray for God to go to work through
Christ. Assembled together, we remember and renew our baptisms. We return
each week to have the waters of baptism rush over our lives and through our
hearts. Some will take on practices to reflect this desire for
purification—giving more space for prayer, simplicity, and silence. Some will
declutter their lives by practicing generosity—giving out of their abundance to
those with great need. Whatever our practices, we can come together in the
hope of God’s sanctifying power in our lives.

Daily Readings for the Week March 4-10
Sunday:

Monday:

Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday:

Saturday:

Third Sunday in Lent
Exodus 20:1-17
Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 1:18-25
John 2:13-22
Psalm 84
1 Kings 6:1-4, 21-22
1 Corinthians 3:10-23
Psalm 84
2 Chronicles 29:1-11, 16-19
Hebrews 9:23-28
Psalm 84
Ezra 6:1-16
Mark 11:15-19
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
Genesis 9:8-17
Ephesians 1:3-6
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
Daniel 12:5-13
Ephesians 1:7-14
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
Numbers 20:22-29
John 3:1-13
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