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Welcome to St. David's Lutheran Church!
We are blessed by your presence and honored that you have chosen to worship
with us today. Please take a moment to sign the friendship sheet that is
located in the booklet at the end of each pew, near the center aisle. These
sheets will be collected with the offering.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered to all who are baptized in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit and who recognize
the Sacrament as the true body and blood of our Lord. Baptized children are
also welcome to the Lord’s table at St. David’s with the guidance and consent of
their parents or guardians.
Prayer Requests may be made by placing the request in the small wooden box
at the rear, near the doors through which you entered. The acolyte will
collect the requests and they will be included during the prayers of the
congregation.
For your comfort there is a restroom, equipped with a changing table and
supplies and a water fountain located upstairs. Simply exit through the
double doors back into the narthex. The restroom is straight ahead in the
parlor, beside the grandfather clock, and the water fountain is to the right at
the beginning of the hallway.
Devotional – The worship folder you are holding is also a weekly devotional
booklet. The prayers and Scripture readings are appropriate for use at any
time during the week. The liturgy itself is a Scripturally based order for daily
prayer and devotion with Scriptural references noted where they apply.
Even the hymns are appropriate tools for prayer and praise. Finally, there is
a daily lectionary of Scripture readings for the rest of the week on the last
printed page.

INTRODUCTION
The first and second readings and psalm are the same this Sunday every year: Christ emptying himself of
divine power and protection, willingly becoming vulnerable to those who struck him and put him to
death. With Christ we lament his suffering and all human suffering, but expect God’s final vindication.
Mark’s passion story begins with an unnamed woman anointing his head, perhaps to proclaim him
Messiah, and Jesus saying she has anointed him beforehand for burial. Mark’s Easter story will begin with
women going to anoint Jesus for burial, only to find that he has been raised, God’s living Anointed One.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The assembly stands.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The minister leads the congregation in the invocation. The sign of the cross may be made by all in
remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or sits. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name.
Amen.
The minister stands and addresses the congregation.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The assembly stands.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above,
and for our salvation,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world,
for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house,
and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen, amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ
and meditate on the salvation of the world through his sufferings, death, burial,
and resurrection, let us pray.
Silence is kept. Then the presiding minister prays the prayer of the day.

Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord
Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your
mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious
victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
The assembly is seated.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a
A reading from Isaiah the 50th chapter.
{The image of the servant of the Lord is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah. Today’s reading
describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant does
not strike back at his detractors but trusts in God’s steadfast love.}
4The

Lord GOD has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
5The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
6I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
7The Lord GOD helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
8he who vindicates me is near.

Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 31:9-16 (read responsively)
Into your hands, O LORD, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5)
9Have

mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble;
my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly.
10For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing;
my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are
consumed.
11I am the scorn of my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to my
acquaintances;
when they see me in the street they avoid me.
12Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind;
I am as useless as a broken pot.
13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around;
they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life.
14But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD.
I have said, “You are my God.
15My times are in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute
me.
16Let your face shine upon your servant;
save me in your steadfast love.”
All: Into your hands, O LORD, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5)

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:5-11
A reading from Philippians, the 2nd chapter.
{Paul quotes from an early Christian hymn that describes Jesus’ humble obedience in his
incarnation as a human being, even to death, and his exaltation and glory as Lord of all.}
5Let

the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
6who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
7but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
8he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.
9Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
10so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands.

GOSPEL: Mark 11:1-11
The holy gospel according to Mark the 11th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
1When

they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the
Mount of Olives, [Jesus] sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, “Go into the
village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a
colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. 3If anyone says to you,
‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back
here immediately.’ ” 4They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside
in the street. As they were untying it, 5some of the bystanders said to them,
“What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6They told them what Jesus had said;
and they allowed them to take it. 7Then they brought the colt to Jesus and
threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 8Many people spread their cloaks on
the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. 9Then
those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting,
“Hosanna!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
11Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had
looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany
with the twelve.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

The assembly is seated.
Silence for reflection may follow.
The assembly stands.

Together we confess our faith:
NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Renewed in the promises of baptism, let us pray for the church, the world, and
all who are in need.
A brief silence.

We pray for the church. Bless all who call upon your name. Unite your church
in bearing witness to the gospel. Pour your love into our hearts, and inspire us
to pour out our lives in service to your world. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for the world. For palm trees and figs. For trees with leafy branches.
For olive groves and gardens. For mountains and hillsides, valleys and canyons.
For places affected by rising sea levels or depleted water sources. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for the nations. For peace among all, especially those who honor
Jerusalem as holy ground. For all who hold positions of authority and power.
For all who suffer oppression, and for those who serve in the armed forces.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for those in need. For those who have suffered betrayal. For those
who live in poverty. For those who have no voice or power. For the forsaken
and forgotten. For those who are in crisis, and for those who are ill (especially).
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for this assembly. For those preparing for baptism or confirmation.
For musicians, altar guilds, ushers, and all who lead us in worship. For those
who serve our community through food pantries, homeless shelters, and
clothing banks. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

With thanksgiving, we remember all who (like Mary, the mother of Jesus,) have
been obedient to your will and all who have died in faith (especially). Bring us
with them into your glory, to dwell with you in life eternal. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Trusting in your covenant of mercy, O God, we lift our prayers to you, through
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
The ministers and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Peace be with you.
Peace be with you.

Please be seated after the Peace is shared.
The assembly stands.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray.
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of
grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your
bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God;
you are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.
Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will
and accomplished our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,
his life-giving Passion and death,
his glorious resurrection and ascension, and his promise to come again,
we give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty,
not as we ought, but as we are able;
and we implore you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving,
and, with your Word and Holy Spirit, to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine;
that we and all who share in the body and blood of your Son
may be filled with heavenly peace and joy,
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be sanctified in soul and body,
and have our portion with all your saints.
All honor and glory are yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
LAMB OF GOD
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.
The assembly is seated.
The Holy Communion is distributed with these or similar words:

The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you

Following the Holy Communion the congregation stands:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.
Amen.

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE
Lord, now you let your servant go in peace;
your word has been fulfilled.
My own eyes have seen the salvation
which you have prepared
in the sight of ev’ry people:
A light to reveal you to the nations
and the glory of your people Israel.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in
our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a
making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the Name of the☩Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.
QUIET MEDITATION
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL MESSAGE
March 25, 2018
SUNDAY OF THE PASSION / PALM SUNDAY
Total Commitment
This week we will watch Jesus’ triumphal procession into Jerusalem give way
to his march of suffering out of Jerusalem to Golgotha. We will listen as the
voices that once shout “hosanna” later cry “crucify.” In some places worshipers
will give voice to both cries through their participation in scripture readings or
song.
Such scripting suggests a central truth about the message of Holy Week—that
despite all our posturing as Christians and disciples of Christ, we remain
deeply ambivalent about this Jesus of Nazareth. In our lives, there are times
when we participate in both the crowds that praise Jesus and the crowds that
look on him with suspicion and contempt.
Yet, more important than our own fickleness in the story of Jesus’ procession,
arrest, and death is Christ’s unwavering faithfulness toward us. While our
conviction changes, Jesus’ does not. While our interest fades, Christ’s
investment in us remains total. His resolved march into Jerusalem continues
toward Golgotha even as the crowds disperse and disciples run away. When
the cheers of the crowd go silent and then turn sour, Jesus’ words of blessing
and forgiveness carry on.
The good news today and every day is that God’s gracious love is poured out
through Christ apart from any accounting of which crowd we stand in or which
word is coming from our lips. When we think about it, we really are gathered
together not through our commitment to Christ but through Christ’s
commitment to us. That promise is made to us in baptism, where God marks us
forever as God’s own. And it is with this promise that we walk through the
moments of this week, knowing that in all things Christ has chosen to stand by
us.

Readings for the Week of March 25-31
Palm Sunday:

Monday:

Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Maundy Thursday:

Good Friday:

Saturday:

Mark 11:1-11 or John 12:12-16
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11
Mark 14:1—15:47 or Mark 15:1-39 [40-47]
Isaiah 42:1-9
Psalm 36:5-11
Hebrews 9:11-15
John 12:1-11
Isaiah 49:1-7
Psalm 71:1-14
1 Corinthians 1:18-31
John 12:20-36
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 70
Hebrews 12:1-3
John 13:21-32
Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
John 13:1-17, 31b-35
Isaiah 52:13—53:12
Psalm 22
Hebrews 10:16-25 or Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9
John 18:1—19:42
Romans 6:3-11
John 20:1-18
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