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Welcome to St. David's Lutheran Church!
We are blessed by your presence and honored that you have chosen to worship
with us today. Please take a moment to sign the friendship sheet that is
located in the booklet at the end of each pew, near the center aisle. These
sheets will be collected with the offering.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered to all who are baptized in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit and who recognize
the Sacrament as the true body and blood of our Lord. Baptized children are
also welcome to the Lord’s table at St. David’s with the guidance and consent of
their parents or guardians.
Prayer Requests may be made by placing the request in the small wooden box
at the rear, near the doors through which you entered. The acolyte will
collect the requests and they will be included during the prayers of the
congregation.
For your comfort there is a restroom, equipped with a changing table and
supplies and a water fountain located upstairs. Simply exit through the
double doors back into the narthex. The restroom is straight ahead in the
parlor, beside the grandfather clock, and the water fountain is to the right at
the beginning of the hallway.
Devotional – The worship folder you are holding is also a weekly devotional
booklet. The prayers and Scripture readings are appropriate for use at any
time during the week. The liturgy itself is a Scripturally based order for daily
prayer and devotion with Scriptural references noted where they apply.
Even the hymns are appropriate tools for prayer and praise. Finally, there is
a daily lectionary of Scripture readings for the rest of the week on the last
printed page.

INTRODUCTION
Deuteronomy makes clear that sabbath-keeping is meant for the welfare of all. God delivered the
Israelites out of slavery, so they should not ever work anyone else seven days a week. Even slaves should
be able to rest; even resident aliens. Yet human beings can turn even the most liberating religious
practice into a life-destroying rule. Jesus does not reject sabbath-keeping, but defends its original
life-enhancing meaning. Our worship and our religious way of life are to lead to the hungry being fed and
the sick being healed.

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The assembly stands. The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name.
Amen.
The minister stands and addresses the congregation.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The assembly stands.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
KYRIE
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Lord God of all nations, you have revealed your will to your people and
promised your help to us all. Help us to hear and to do what you command,
that the darkness may be overcome by the power of your light; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 5:12-15
A reading from Deuteronomy the 5th chapter.
{Part of the Ten Commandments, these verses instruct the Israelites to keep the Sabbath. The Israelites are
to rest and they are to allow their slaves, their livestock, and the foreigners living among them to do the
same. They were once slaves, and so they are to treat their own slaves justly.}
12Observe

the sabbath day and keep it holy, as the LORD your God commanded
you. 13Six days you shall labor and do all your work. 14But the seventh day is a
sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do any work—you, or your son or
your daughter, or your male or female slave, or your ox or your donkey, or any
of your livestock, or the resident alien in your towns, so that your male and
female slave may rest as well as you. 15Remember that you were a slave in the
land of Egypt, and the LORD your God brought you out from there with a mighty
hand and an outstretched arm; therefore the LORD your God commanded you
to keep the sabbath day.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 81:1-10 (read responsively)
Raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob. (Ps. 81:1)
1Sing

with joy to God our strength
and raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob.
2Raise a song and sound the timbrel,
the merry harp, and the lyre.
3Blow the ram’s horn at the new moon,
and at the full moon, the day of our feast;
4for this is a statute for Israel,
a law of the God of Jacob.
5He laid it as a solemn charge upon Joseph,
when he came out of the land of Egypt.
6I heard an unfamiliar voice saying,
“I eased his shoulder from the burden; his hands were set free from
bearing the load.”
7You called on me in trouble, and I saved you;
I answered you from the secret place of thunder and tested you at the
waters of Meribah.

8Hear,

O my people, and I will admonish you:
O Israel, if you would but listen to me!
9There shall be no strange god among you;
you shall not worship a |foreign god.
10I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt and
said,
“Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it.”
All: Raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob. (Ps. 81:1)
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:5-12
A reading from 2 Corinthians the 4th chapter.
{When we carry out God’s ministry we do so not for our glory but for the sake of Jesus Christ whom we
proclaim as Lord. The power for ministry comes from God, not us, so that we persevere no matter what,
trusting in God’s power and promises at work through us.}
5We

do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves
as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of
darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
7But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this
extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us. 8We are
afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair;
9persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10always
carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be
made visible in our bodies. 11For while we live, we are always being given up to
death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal
flesh. 12So death is at work in us, but life in you.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands.

GOSPEL: Mark 2:23--3:6
The holy gospel according to Mark the 2nd & 3rd chapters.
Glory to you, O Lord.
{Jesus challenges the prevailing interpretation of what is lawful on the sabbath and tells his critics that the
sabbath was made for humankind, not the other way around. Healing the man with the withered hand is
work that cannot wait until the next day.}
23One

sabbath [Jesus] was going through the grainfields; and as they made
their way his disciples began to pluck heads of grain. 24The Pharisees said to
him, “Look, why are they doing what is not lawful on the sabbath?” 25And he
said to them, “Have you never read what David did when he and his
companions were hungry and in need of food? 26He entered the house of God,
when Abiathar was high priest, and ate the bread of the Presence, which it is
not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and he gave some to his companions.”
27Then he said to them, “The sabbath was made for humankind, and not
humankind for the sabbath; 28so the Son of Man is lord even of the sabbath.”
3:1Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there who had a withered
hand. 2They watched him to see whether he would cure him on the sabbath, so
that they might accuse him. 3And he said to the man who had the withered
hand, “Come forward.” 4Then he said to them, “Is it lawful to do good or to do
harm on the sabbath, to save life or to kill?” But they were silent. 5He looked
around at them with anger; he was grieved at their hardness of heart and said
to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand was
restored. 6The Pharisees went out and immediately conspired with the
Herodians against him, how to destroy him.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.

SERMON
The assembly stands.

Together we confess our faith:
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Filled with the Holy Spirit, we join with the church in every place, praying for
the world that God so loves.
A brief silence.

God our strength, you command your people to keep sabbath. Coax your
church away from the busyness of the world and give us holy rest, so that,
refreshed, we will give vibrant witness to your world-healing love. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.
God our strength, you restore what is withered. As all creation stretches forth
in hunger and thirst for you, revive what has ceased to flourish and repair what
has fallen into decay. Make us partners in your holy healing. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God our strength, we ache for peace. Teach nations that you carry our burdens,
you free human hands, and you rescue us in distress. Raise up leaders in the
world who listen to your voice and walk in your ways. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God our strength, people are afflicted and perplexed, persecuted and struck
down. Shine the light of your glory into the hearts of your suffering ones
(especially) so that they will not be crushed, driven to despair, or forsaken.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God our strength, you grieve our hardness of heart whenever we turn your
holy counsel into rules to control others. Open our hearts to your loving will
for these times, for our neighbors, and for this community of faith. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

God our strength, death is at work in us, but life is in you. Free us now to live
into your promise of indestructible life and, in the end, restore us with all the
saints (especially the Martyrs of Uganda and John XXIII, bishop of Rome). Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.
By the sure guidance of your Holy Spirit, O God, we lift up our prayers in trust
and thanksgiving; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
The minister and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Peace be with you.
Peace be with you.

Please be seated, while the table is set.
The assembly stands.

OFFERING PRAYER
Merciful God,
you open wide your hand
and satisfy the need of every living thing.
You have set this feast before us.
Open our hands to receive it.
Open our hearts to embrace it.
Open our lives to live it.
We pray this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
All glory to you, Almighty God, heavenly Father:
out of Your great love for us You gave Your only Son Jesus,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have
eternal life.
It was your Son Jesus
who freely surrendered Himself to suffer death
on the cross for us and for our salvation.
There, on that cross,
He willingly offered Himself up as a full,
perfect, and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.
By that gift of love and grace
we are your people,
born of water and word,
served, fed, and forgiven at your Holy Table

and called together by Your Holy Spirit.
Therefore we offer ourselves
as disciples who follow
as witnesses to the world
and as living memory of His gift of grace.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine,
that they may be for us the body and blood of your Son our Lord.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
On the night in which He was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying:
Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup,
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant
in my blood, shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord's passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Send your Holy Spirit upon us:
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son our Lord.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
LAMB OF GOD
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.
The assembly is seated.

The Holy Communion is distributed with these or similar words:

The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you
COMMUNION HYMN

Following the Holy Communion the congregation stands:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.
Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Jesus Christ, host of this meal,
you have given us not only this bread and cup,
but your very self, that we may feast on your great love.
Filled again by these signs of your grace,
may we hunger for your reign of justice,
may we thirst for your way of peace,
for you are Lord forevermore.
Amen.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.
QUIET MEDITATION
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.
Thanks be to God.

June 3, 2018
Holy How?
As children, the brother and sister had very different relationships with
sabbath. Under the thumb and eye of Aunt Jose, who lived with them, the
sabbath was a day of tyrannical prohibitions for the sister. Aunt Jose’s piety
employed the third commandment with the unbending sharpness of the hat
pin that attached felt and feathers to her wisps of hair every Sunday morning
for services. Rules and their keeping did not plague the brother, however.
Enduring chronic Sunday loneliness when friends and neighbors disappeared
into activities and adventures that didn’t include him was what made sabbath a
dreaded day.
It wasn’t whether the sabbath was or was not holy that distanced the Pharisees
and Jesus from one another; it was how the sabbath would be holy that marked
their miles of separation.
Sabbath, ending or beginning? Sabbath, seventh day or first day? Sabbath, law
or gospel? Sabbath, restriction or freedom? Sabbath, receive or give? Sabbath,
pray or work? Sabbath, must or may? Sabbath, holy how?
The debates in the grain fields and the synagogue are a radical disagreement,
but not a contest pitting hunger and disease against feeding and healing. They
are about how to steward the gifts God puts in our hands.
To steward sabbath only as culmination, the last day of creation, tempts us to
remove ourselves from participation in God’s ever-creative activity in the
world. To steward sabbath only as preparation, the beginning of seven days,
tempts us to imagine that the work of creation depends wholly on our own
activity.
Sabbath is God’s gift of grace so that we may rest from the clamoring of
anxieties, illusions, and urgencies to do what we need not or cannot do.
Sabbath is God’s gift of grace that we may rise to greet every day as holy, to
feed and to be fed, to heal and to be healed.
Observe the sabbath day and keep it as a holy how.

Daily Readings for the Week June 3-9
Sunday:

Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday:
Saturday:

Deuteronomy 5:12-15
Psalm 81:1-10
2 Corinthians 4:5-12
Mark 2:23—3:6
Psalm 78:1-4, 52-72
Exodus 16:13-26
Romans 9:19-29
Psalm 78:1-4, 52-72
Exodus 16:27-36
Acts 15:1-5, 22-35
Psalm 78:1-4, 52-72
1 Samuel 21:1-6
John 5:1-18
Psalm 130
Isaiah 28:9-13
1 Peter 4:7-19
Psalm 130
Deuteronomy 1:34-40
2 Corinthians 5:1-5
Psalm 130
Genesis 2:4b-14
Luke 8:4-15
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