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Welcome to St. David's Lutheran Church!
We are blessed by your presence and honored that you have chosen to worship
with us today. Please take a moment to sign the friendship sheet that is
located in the booklet at the end of each pew, near the center aisle. These
sheets will be collected with the offering.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered to all who are baptized in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit and who recognize
the Sacrament as the true body and blood of our Lord. Baptized children are
also welcome to the Lord’s table at St. David’s with the guidance and consent of
their parents or guardians.
Prayer Requests may be made by placing the request in the small wooden box
at the rear, near the doors through which you entered. The acolyte will
collect the requests and they will be included during the prayers of the
congregation.
For your comfort there is a restroom, equipped with a changing table and
supplies and a water fountain located upstairs. Simply exit through the
double doors back into the narthex. The restroom is straight ahead in the
parlor, beside the grandfather clock, and the water fountain is to the right at
the beginning of the hallway.
Devotional – The worship folder you are holding is also a weekly devotional
booklet. The prayers and Scripture readings are appropriate for use at any
time during the week. The liturgy itself is a Scripturally based order for daily
prayer and devotion with Scriptural references noted where they apply.
Even the hymns are appropriate tools for prayer and praise. Finally, there is
a daily lectionary of Scripture readings for the rest of the week on the last
printed page.

INTRODUCTION

The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient images of the tree of
life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power of God better imaged in a tiny, no-account
seed. It’s not the way we expect divine activity to look. Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross around
which we gather, the tree into which we are grafted through baptism, the true vine that nourishes us with
its fruit in the cup we share. It may not appear all that impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows
with a power beyond our understanding.

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The assembly stands. The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Kneel/Sit
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name.
Amen.
The minister stands and addresses the congregation.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The assembly stands.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
KYRIE
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into
yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to
those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 17:22-24
A reading from Ezekiel the 17th chapter.
{Tree imagery is used in a messianic prophecy to tell how the Lord will choose someone from Judah’s royal
family (the cedar tree) to reign over all creation. This tree will be planted on Mount Zion, the location of the
holy temple.}
22Thus

says the Lord GOD:
I myself will take a sprig
from the lofty top of a cedar;
I will set it out.
I will break off a tender one
from the topmost of its young twigs;
I myself will plant it
on a high and lofty mountain.
23On the mountain height of Israel
I will plant it,
in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit,
and become a noble cedar.
Under it every kind of bird will live;
in the shade of its branches will nest
winged creatures of every kind.
24All the trees of the field shall know
that I am the LORD.
I bring low the high tree,
I make high the low tree;
I dry up the green tree
and make the dry tree flourish.
I the LORD have spoken;
I will accomplish it.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 92:1-4, 12-15 (read responsively)
The righteous shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. (Ps. 92:12)
1It

is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD,
to sing praise to your name, O Most High;
2to herald your love in the morning
and your faithfulness at night;
3on the psaltery, and on the lyre,
and to the melody of the harp.
4For you have made me glad by your acts, O LORD;
and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands.
12The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree,
and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon.
13Those who are planted in the house of the LORD
shall flourish in the courts of our God;
14they shall still bear fruit in old age;
they shall be | green and succulent;
15that they may show how upright the LORD is,
my rock, in whom there is no injustice.
All: The righteous shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. (Ps. 92:12)

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17
A reading from 2 Corinthians the 5th chapter.
{Paul encourages believers to live by faith and not by sight. We do not consider Jesus from a human
perspective but through the eyes of faith, believing he died for all and was raised. All who are in Christ are
now in God’s new creation.}
6So

we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home
in the body we are away from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight.
8Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and
at home with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our
aim to please him. 10For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of
Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the
body, whether good or evil.
[11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but
we ourselves are well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to
your consciences. 12We are not commending ourselves to you again, but giving
you an opportunity to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those
who boast in outward appearance and not in the heart. 13For if we are beside
ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. ] 14For the love
of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all;
therefore all have died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live might live
no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them.
16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view;
even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him
no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands.

GOSPEL: Mark 4:26-34
The holy gospel according to Mark the 4th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
{Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary people as they are able to hear and understand. Images of
sowing and growing show the vitality of God’s kingdom.}
26[Jesus]

said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the
ground,27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout
and grow, he does not know how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk,
then the head, then the full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at
once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”
30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what
parable will we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon
the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it
grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches,
so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”
33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to
hear it; 34he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained
everything in private to his disciples.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.

SERMON
The assembly stands.

Together we confess our faith:
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (From Kenya Evangelical Lutheran Church)
……Hear us Lord.
People: Lead me in the way that is everlasting.
Leader: Into your hands oh Lord we commend all for whom we pray, trusting
in your mercy through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
The minister and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Peace be with you.
Peace be with you.

Please be seated, while the table is set.
The assembly stands.

OFFERING PRAYER
Merciful God,
you open wide your hand
and satisfy the need of every living thing.
You have set this feast before us.
Open our hands to receive it.
Open our hearts to embrace it.
Open our lives to live it.
We pray this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
All glory to you, Almighty God, heavenly Father:
out of Your great love for us You gave Your only Son Jesus,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have
eternal life.
It was your Son Jesus
who freely surrendered Himself to suffer death
on the cross for us and for our salvation.
There, on that cross,
He willingly offered Himself up as a full,
perfect, and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.
By that gift of love and grace
we are your people,
born of water and word,
served, fed, and forgiven at your Holy Table
and called together by Your Holy Spirit.
Therefore we offer ourselves
as disciples who follow
as witnesses to the world
and as living memory of His gift of grace.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine,
that they may be for us the body and blood of your Son our Lord.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
On the night in which He was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying:
Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup,
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant
in my blood, shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord's passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Send your Holy Spirit upon us:
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son our Lord.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.
The assembly is seated.
The Holy Communion is distributed with these or similar words:

The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you
Following the Holy Communion the congregation stands:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.
Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
Jesus Christ, host of this meal,
you have given us not only this bread and cup,
but your very self, that we may feast on your great love.
Filled again by these signs of your grace,
may we hunger for your reign of justice,
may we thirst for your way of peace,
for you are Lord forevermore.
Amen.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.
QUIET MEDITATION

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL MESSAGE
Behold the Harvest
Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the
ground . . .
Teresa among Calcutta’s destitute and dying + Clarence Jordan’s Cotton Patch
Gospel + Sojourner Truth, the slave preacher + Who taught you prayer? +
Flannery O’Connor, writing scandalous grace + Florence Nightingale, “Let my
work be thine” + Rosa Parks on the bus + Thomas Merton, spiritual guide +
Mahatma Gandhi, “Living Christ means a living cross, without it life is a living
death” + Who stood with you in your shame? + Dorothy Day’s Catholic Workers
+ Fyodor Dostoyevsky, imprisoned novelist of suffering love in Russia + Black
Elk of the Oglala Lakota (Sioux), a faith after Wounded Knee + Who taught you
love? + The Samaritan woman, shamed evangelist + Peter, betrayer and Rock +
John Muir, steward of creation + Mitri Raheb, Bethlehem’s visionary pastor of
hope + J. S. Bach, musician for the glory of God + Whose song has inspired you? +
Jimmy Carter, president and Bible teacher + Who has put scripture in your
hands? + C. S. Lewis, literary scholar and defender of faith + Francis of Assisi,
“Lord, make us instruments of your peace” + Paul, persecutor and apostle +
Sister Alice Domon and Mothers of the Disappeared awakening Argentina’s
conscience + Henri Nouwen, wounded healer + Martin Luther, reformer + Who
has challenged you to change? + Mother Emanuel Church, showing forgiveness
to a nation + Shusaku Endo, Japan’s Christian novelist + Mahalia Jackson and
Thomas Dorsey, “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” + Albert Schweitzer,
theologian, musician, doctor, missionary + Christian Peacemaker Teams
protecting children in Hebron + Prisca and Aquila, evangelists with Paul +
Damien of Molokai, joyful among the lepers + Dietrich Bonhoeffer, living and
dying the cost of discipleship + Harriet Tubman, slave “Moses” freeing slaves +
Who has shown you courage? + Desmond Tutu, enemy of apartheid + St.
Augustine, “Our hearts are restless until they rest in you” + Daniel Egan,
“Junkie Priest” in the Bronx + Martin Luther King Jr., “I Have a Dream” + Who
has healed you? + Daniel Berrigan, prisoner priest for peace + Mary Magdalene,
apostle + Oscar Romero, voice for the voiceless
. . . and the seed would sprout and grow” (Mark 4:26-27).

Daily Readings for the Week June 17-23
Sunday:

Monday:

Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday:

Saturday:

Ezekiel 17:22-24
Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15
2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17
Mark 4:26-34
Psalm 52
Ezekiel 31:1-12
Galatians 6:11-18
Psalm 52
Jeremiah 21:11-14
Revelation 21:22—22:5
Psalm 52
Jeremiah 22:1-9
Luke 6:43-45
Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32
Job 29:1-20
Acts 20:1-16
Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32
Job 29:21—30:15
Acts 21:1-16
Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32
Job 37:1-13
Luke 21:25-28
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