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Welcome to St. David's Lutheran Church!
We are blessed by your presence and honored that you have chosen to worship
with us today. Please take a moment to sign the friendship sheet that is
located in the booklet at the end of each pew, near the center aisle. These
sheets will be collected with the offering.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered to all who are baptized in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit and who recognize
the Sacrament as the true body and blood of our Lord. Baptized children are
also welcome to the Lord’s table at St. David’s with the guidance and consent of
their parents or guardians.
Prayer Requests may be made by placing the request in the small wooden box
at the rear, near the doors through which you entered. The acolyte will
collect the requests and they will be included during the prayers of the
congregation.
For your comfort there is a restroom and a water fountain located upstairs.
Simply exit through the double doors back into the narthex. The restroom is
straight ahead in the parlor, beside the grandfather clock, and the water
fountain is to the right at the beginning of the hallway.
Devotional –Copies of Scripture readings for the month of December, Gospel
Messages for Advent, Christ in Our Home (large print) devotions and The Word
in Season devotions are located on the table in the back, next to the prayer box.
For your convenience there is a cry room for infants, equipped with changing
table and supplies, a crib, rocking chairs, blankets, and toys. Simply exit
through the double doors back into the narthex, turn right down the hallway,
and it is the last room on the left.

INTRODUCTION

The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. Jesus
associates with the lowly and outcast. Like Paul, we struggle with our own selfish desires
and seek God’s mercy and forgiveness. We gather to be refreshed by Christ’s invitation:
“Come to me, all you that are weary.” Gathered around word, water, and meal, we find rest
for our souls.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The assembly stands.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Rejoicing in the abundant and steadfast love of God in Christ Jesus,
emboldened and called by the power of the Holy Spirit, and trusting in the
healing and forgiveness of the God who is Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit let us
confess our sin.
(Kneel or Stand)

Silence is kept for reflection.

Just and gracious God,
you call us into the freedom of light and life in your presence,
yet we choose the darkness and bondage of sin.
Our lives bear the wounds of that sin,
the sin of our own action,
unholy thoughts, unholy words, unholy deeds,
and the sin of our own inaction,
injustice ignored, kindness not done, humility not shown.
Heal the wounds of our sin, forgive us, renew us, free us.
Let the power of your Holy Spirit reign over us,
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

People of God:
When we were dead in our trespasses, God made us alive together with Christ,
nailing the record of our sins to the cross. Therefore, as a called and
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sin, in the name of the Father,
and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
KYRIE
In peace let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. . . .
God of glory and love, peace comes from you alone. Send us as peacemakers
and witnesses to your kingdom, and fill our hearts with joy in your promises of
salvation; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

FIRST LESSON: Zechariah 9:9-12
A reading from Zechariah, the 9th chapter.

{The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity. Because
of God’s covenant with Israel, they are designated as “prisoners of hope.”}
9Rejoice

greatly, O daughter Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
Lo, your king comes to you;
triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
10He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war-horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth.
11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today I declare that I will restore to you double.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND LESSON: Romans 7:15-25a
A reading from Romans the 7th chapter.
{Life enslaved under sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and
do things we know to be bad. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile
existence.}
15I

do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the
very thing I hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good.
17But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18For I
know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is
right, but I cannot do it. 19For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not
want is what I do. 20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it,
but sin that dwells within me.
21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at
hand. 22For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23but I see in my
members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to
the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched man that I am! Who will
rescue me from this body of death? 25aThanks be to God through Jesus Christ
our Lord!
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands.

GOSPEL: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 11th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
{Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist. He
thanks God that wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive what God has to offer.}

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16“To what will I compare this generation? It
is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another,
17‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’;
19the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by
her deeds.”
25At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and
have revealed them to infants; 26yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.
27All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the
Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone
to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
28“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I
will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle
and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is
easy, and my burden is light.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
Silence for reflection may follow.
The assembly stands.

Together we confess our faith:
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called together in the Spirit’s embrace, let us pray for the mending of God’s
world.
A brief silence.
Humble God, lead your church in the way of service. Prosper the work of
campus ministries and Young Adults in Global Mission as they raise up leaders
to serve the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Cultivating God, bless and encourage all who work the land to feed your
people. Give them joy in their vocation. Shower rain on crops and health on
livestock. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Holy One, you command peace to the nations. Give peaceful hearts and
discerning minds to world leaders and citizens alike, that all who suffer
violence and hunger come to know the fullness of life. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Gracious God, you bid the weary come to you for rest. Renew energy for
bone-tired people. Support our brothers and sisters who are burdened by grief,
loneliness, and illness (especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of everything, you have compassion for all that you have made. Show our
congregation what mercy looks like in our own community, that we become
faithful partners in your ministry. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
God of life, we give you thanks and praise for all the people who have blessed
our lives, for saints among us whose steadfast faith has strengthened ours
(especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your
care through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
The minister and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Peace be with you.
Peace be with you.
OFFERING

OFFERTORY HYMN

The assembly stands.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Merciful Father,
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive
them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
All glory to you, Almighty God, heavenly Father:
out of Your great love for us You gave Your only Son Jesus,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have
eternal life.
It was your Son Jesus
who freely surrendered Himself to suffer death
on the cross for us and for our salvation.
There, on that cross,
He willingly offered Himself up as a full,
perfect, and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.

By that gift of love and grace
we are your people,
born of water and word,
served, fed, and forgiven at your Holy Table
and called together by Your Holy Spirit.
Therefore we offer ourselves
as disciples who follow
as witnesses to the world
and as living memory of His gift of grace.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine,
that they may be for us the body and blood of your Son our Lord.
Amen, come Lord Jesus.
On the night in which He was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying:
Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup,
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant
in my blood, shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord's passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Send your Holy Spirit upon us:
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son our Lord.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
LAMB OF GOD
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.
The assembly is seated.

The Holy Communion is distributed with these or similar words:

The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you
COMMUNION HYMN

Following the Holy Communion the congregation stands:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.
Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The assembly stands.

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
QUIET MEDITATION
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Who I'd Like to Be
The summer afternoon was a pleasant relief after a burdensome time of
turmoil, the kind of day that beckons crowds to outdoor markets, parks, patio
cafes, or ice cream stands.
A man and woman were sitting at a small table, squeezed among many lining a
lively sidewalk coffee shop. Their unguarded conversation didn’t match the
day’s lighthearted mood. Weariness could be heard in his voice. While
watching people pass by, he asked his friend a question, already having his
own answer. “Do you see anyone you’d like to be?” It was a sad question with
an equally sad stretch of silence trailing behind his wilted words.
Nodding into the crowd, he said, “See, that’s who I’d like to be.” His companion
glanced blankly at the busy sidewalk. “Who?” she asked, as a man with two
children neared their table. She turned to see the man. His deliberate strides
through the congestion evoked strength and control. Hoisted upon his
shoulders, held high above a field of heads and caps, was a child. Running
behind, a boy lurched, long steps from wobbling legs struggling to catch up.
She began, “Why that man?” “No, not him. I can’t carry anything more. There’s
been way too much. I’m tired of having to be strong.” Clearly she was puzzled.
“The boy, running?” “Not him. I’ve been running so hard, so fast, so long, I can’t
keep up.” She said nothing more. Her friend pointed to the child being carried
on the man’s shoulders, his legs dangling free of his weight, his arms yoked
easily around the man’s neck. “Him. I’d like to be him.”
The couple watched, saying nothing to each other as the three disappeared
into the distance.
Listen to Jesus. “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heaving
burdens, and I will give you rest” (Matt. 11:28).

Daily Readings for the Week July 9-15
Sunday:

Monday:

Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday:

Saturday:

Zechariah 9:9-12
Psalm 145:8-14
Romans 7:15-25a
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
Psalm 131
Jeremiah 27:1-11, 16-22
Romans 1:18-25
Psalm 131
Jeremiah 28:10-17
Romans 3:1-8
Psalm 131
Jeremiah 13:1-11
John 13:1-17
Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13
Isaiah 48:1-5
Romans 2:12-16
Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13
Isaiah 48:6-11
Romans 15:14-21
Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13
Isaiah 52:1-6
John 12:44-50
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