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Welcome to St. David's Lutheran Church!
We are blessed by your presence and honored that you have chosen to worship
with us today. Please take a moment to sign the friendship sheet that is
located in the booklet at the end of each pew, near the center aisle. These
sheets will be collected with the offering.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered to all who are baptized in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit and who recognize
the Sacrament as the true body and blood of our Lord. Baptized children are
also welcome to the Lord’s table at St. David’s with the guidance and consent of
their parents or guardians.
Prayer Requests may be made by placing the request in the small wooden box
at the rear, near the doors through which you entered. The acolyte will
collect the requests and they will be included during the prayers of the
congregation.
For your comfort there is a restroom and a water fountain located upstairs.
Simply exit through the double doors back into the narthex. The restroom is
straight ahead in the parlor, beside the grandfather clock, and the water
fountain is to the right at the beginning of the hallway.
Devotional –Copies of Scripture readings for the month of December, Gospel
Messages for Advent, Christ in Our Home (large print) devotions and The Word
in Season devotions are located on the table in the back, next to the prayer box.
For your convenience there is a cry room for infants, equipped with changing
table and supplies, a crib, rocking chairs, blankets, and toys. Simply exit
through the double doors back into the narthex, turn right down the hallway,
and it is the last room on the left.

INTRODUCTION

As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In
today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that
becomes a sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net
that gains a great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, the great surprise is that
God’s grace finds us first!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The assembly stands.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Rejoicing in the abundant and steadfast love of God in Christ Jesus,
emboldened and called by the power of the Holy Spirit, and trusting in the
healing and forgiveness of the God who is Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit let us
confess our sin.
(Kneel or Stand)

Silence is kept for reflection.

Just and gracious God,
you call us into the freedom of light and life in your presence,
yet we choose the darkness and bondage of sin.
Our lives bear the wounds of that sin,
the sin of our own action,
unholy thoughts, unholy words, unholy deeds,
and the sin of our own inaction,
injustice ignored, kindness not done, humility not shown.
Heal the wounds of our sin, forgive us, renew us, free us.
Let the power of your Holy Spirit reign over us,
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

People of God:
When we were dead in our trespasses, God made us alive together with Christ,
nailing the record of our sins to the cross. Therefore, as a called and
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sin, in the name of the Father,
and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
KYRIE
In peace let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. . . .
O God, your ears are open always to the prayers of your servants. Open our
hearts and minds to you, that we may live in harmony with your will and
receive the gifts of your Spirit; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

FIRST LESSON: 1 Kings 3:5-12
A reading from 1 Kings the 3rd chapter.
{Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God gave him
what he asked for: wisdom to govern the people well. In verse 13 God gives him additional
honor and riches beyond compare.}
5At

Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said,
“Ask what I should give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and
steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he walked before you
in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and
you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to
sit on his throne today. 7And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant
king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know
how to go out or come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of the people whom
you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or
counted. 9Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your
people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your
great people?”
10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11God said to him,
“Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or
riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself
understanding to discern what is right, 12I now do according to your word.
Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before
you and no one like you shall arise after you.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND LESSON: Romans 8:26-39
A reading from Romans the 8th chapter.
{These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for us and
the activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God’s love poured out in Jesus Christ.
Nothing, not even death itself, is able to separate us from such incredible divine love.}
26The

Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God,
who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the
Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
28We know that all things work together for good for those who love God,
who are called according to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he
also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he
might be the firstborn within a large family. 30And those whom he predestined
he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he
justified he also glorified.
31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against
us? 32He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will
he not with him also give us everything else? 33Who will bring any charge
against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? It is Christ
Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who
indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword? 36As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all day long;
we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved
us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands.

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 13th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

{Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that “the
kingdom of heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the
implications of this announcement for people’s lives.}
31[Jesus]

put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is
like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32it is the
smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its
branches.”
33He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a
woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was
leavened.”
44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone
found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that
field.
45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls;
46on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and
bought it.
47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea
and caught fish of every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down,
and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49So it will be at the end of
the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous
50and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.
51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And he said to
them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven
is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new
and what is old.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON
Silence for reflection may follow.
The assembly stands.

Together we confess our faith:
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Generous, compassionate God, we gather before you to pray for the church, the
world, and all in need.
A brief silence.

Shine the light of understanding on your church on earth. Bind us together in
the word to share your love with the world. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Protect birds and their nests, fields full of crops, the seas and the fish that swim
in them. Inspire us to care for the creation you love. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Raise up just and wise advocates and judges from small-town courts to
international tribunals. Enlighten all leaders to discern what is right and do
what is good. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Nurture faith in those who doubt. Lift up those who are weak in body, mind, or
spirit. Heal the sick, comfort the grieving, and surround with love those facing
their last days (especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Expand the understanding of this assembly to see our neighbors as you see
them. Let the yeast of your word grow beyond us to expand your boundless
love to those around us. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Sustain us by the intercession of your Holy Spirit. Let the Spirit’s sighs, too
deep for words, comfort us until we rejoice with those already united with you
(especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into your hands we place all our prayers, spoken and unspoken, trusting in the
mercy of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
The minister and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Peace be with you.
Peace be with you.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY HYMN

The assembly stands.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Merciful Father,
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive
them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
All glory to you, Almighty God, heavenly Father:
out of Your great love for us You gave Your only Son Jesus,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have
eternal life.
It was your Son Jesus
who freely surrendered Himself to suffer death
on the cross for us and for our salvation.
There, on that cross,
He willingly offered Himself up as a full,
perfect, and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.
By that gift of love and grace
we are your people,
born of water and word,
served, fed, and forgiven at your Holy Table
and called together by Your Holy Spirit.
Therefore we offer ourselves
as disciples who follow
as witnesses to the world
and as living memory of His gift of grace.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine,
that they may be for us the body and blood of your Son our Lord.
Amen, come Lord Jesus.
On the night in which He was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying:
Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup,
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant
in my blood, shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord's passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Send your Holy Spirit upon us:
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son our Lord.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
LAMB OF GOD
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.
The assembly is seated.
The Holy Communion is distributed with these or similar words:

The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you
COMMUNION HYMN

Following the Holy Communion the congregation stands:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The assembly stands.

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
QUIET MEDITATION
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Active Ingredient
If you have ever made bread, you know that yeast is a very important
ingredient. Yeast causes the dough to expand and rise, allowing it to bake into
soft, spongy bread. Without yeast, the bread would be hard, dense, and flat.
Jesus compares the kingdom of heaven to yeast, or more accurately, Jesus
compares the kingdom of heaven to the active leavening agent of yeast. Yeast is
alive, and when paired with other ingredients, it expands and grows, stretching
to many times its original size. The kingdom of heaven acts in the same way,
but like bread, it needs a special, active ingredient in order to grow. That is
where we come into play. Jesus needs us to be the yeast in the kingdom.
There are so many ways to be active in bringing forth the kingdom of heaven.
For example, sharing your faith with others by speaking honestly and from
your heart. Listening carefully to others and showing them that you really hear
them. Treating everyone with respect, regardless of differences. These are all
simple but powerful ways to be Christ to the world.
For dough to rise, it needs the active ingredient of yeast. For the kingdom of
heaven to spread throughout the world, it needs the active ingredient of God’s
holy people. God’s message of love is about so much more than what happens
on Sunday morning in a church building. At the end of a worship service, we
are sent out into the world, called to be the hands and feet of Christ to all
whom we encounter. When we take this calling seriously, bringing God’s
message out of church and into the world, we are active participants in
bringing forth God’s kingdom, stretching and expanding it into every nook and
cranny.

Daily Readings for the Week July 30-August 5
Sunday:

Monday:

Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday:

Saturday:

1 Kings 3:5-12
Psalm 119:129-136
Romans 8:26-39
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
Psalm 119:121-128
1 Kings 3:16-28
James 3:13-18
Psalm 119:121-128
1 Kings 4:29-34
Ephesians 6:10-18
Psalm 119:121-128
Proverbs 1:1-7, 20-33
Mark 4:30-34
Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21
Proverbs 10:1-5
Philippians 4:10-15
Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21
Isaiah 51:17-23
Romans 9:6-13
Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21
Isaiah 44:1-5
Matthew 7:7-11
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