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Welcome to St. David's Lutheran Church! 
 

We are blessed by your presence and honored that you have chosen to worship 
with us today.  Please take a moment to sign the friendship sheet that is 
located in the booklet at the end of each pew, near the center aisle.  These 
sheets will be collected with the offering. 
 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered to all who are baptized in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit and who recognize 
the Sacrament as the true body and blood of our Lord.  Baptized children are 
also welcome to the Lord’s table at St. David’s with the guidance and consent of 
their parents or guardians. 
 
Prayer Requests may be made by placing the request in the small wooden box 
at the rear, near the doors through which you entered.  The acolyte will 
collect the requests and they will be included during the prayers of the 
congregation. 
 
For your comfort there is a restroom and a water fountain located upstairs.  
Simply exit through the double doors back into the narthex.  The restroom is 
straight ahead in the parlor, beside the grandfather clock, and the water 
fountain is to the right at the beginning of the hallway. 
 
Devotional –Copies of Scripture readings for the month of December, Gospel 
Messages for Advent, Christ in Our Home (large print) devotions and The Word 
in Season devotions are located on the table in the back, next to the prayer box. 
 
For your convenience there is a cry room for infants, equipped with changing 
table and supplies, a crib, rocking chairs, blankets, and toys.  Simply exit  
through the double doors back into the narthex, turn right down the hallway, 
and it is the last room on the left.  
 
 
 
 
 



INTRODUCTION 
The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal gift sets us free from the 

power of sin and death. In today’s gospel, Christ promises that the disciple who gives a cup 

of cold water to the little ones serves Christ himself. From worship we are sent on our 

baptismal mission: to serve the little ones of this world and to be a sign of God’s merciful 

welcome. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  

The assembly stands. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins. 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Rejoicing in the abundant and steadfast love of God in Christ Jesus, 

emboldened and called by the power of the Holy Spirit, and trusting in the 

healing and forgiveness of the God who is Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit let us 

confess our sin. 
 

(Kneel or Stand)  Silence is kept for reflection. 

Just and gracious God, 

you call us into the freedom of light and life in your presence, 

yet we choose the darkness and bondage of sin. 

Our lives bear the wounds of that sin,  

 the sin of our own action, 

  unholy thoughts, unholy words, unholy deeds, 

 and the sin of our own inaction,  

injustice ignored, kindness not done, humility not shown. 

Heal the wounds of our sin, forgive us, renew us, free us. 

Let the power of your Holy Spirit reign over us, 

 for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 



People of God: 

When we were dead in our trespasses, God made us alive together with Christ, 

nailing the record of our sins to the cross.  Therefore, as a called and 

ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sin, in the name of the Father, 

and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy 
 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord have mercy. 
 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and 
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  Lord have mercy. 
 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 
pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy. 
 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord. Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. . . .  
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. 

Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may 

obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 

 
 



FIRST LESSON: Jeremiah 28:5-9 

A reading from Jeremiah 28th chapter. 

 
{Through a symbolic action, Jeremiah insisted that Judah and all the surrounding nations 
should submit to the king of Babylon. Hananiah contradicted Jeremiah, who in reply insisted 
that Hananiah’s rosy prediction should not be believed until it came true. God confirmed the 
word of Jeremiah and sentenced the false prophet Hananiah to death (vv. 16-17).} 
5The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the 

priests and all the people who were standing in the house of the LORD; 6and the 

prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the LORD do so; may the LORD fulfill the 

words that you have prophesied, and bring back to this place from Babylon the 

vessels of the house of the LORD, and all the exiles. 7But listen now to this word 

that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. 8The prophets 

who preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and 

pestilence against many countries and great kingdoms. 9As for the prophet 

who prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet comes true, then it will 

be known that the LORD has truly sent the prophet.” 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SECOND LESSON: Romans 6:12-23 

A reading from Romans 6th chapter. 

 
{Sin is an enslaving power that motivates us to live self-serving, disobedient lives. Sin’s final 
payoff is death. We, however, have been set free from sin’s slavery to live obediently under 
God’s grace, whose end is the free gift of eternal life.} 
12Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey 

their passions. 13No longer present your members to sin as instruments of 

wickedness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought 

from death to life, and present your members to God as instruments of 

righteousness. 14For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not 

under law but under grace. 

  15What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? 

By no means! 16Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as 

obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which 

leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17But thanks be 

to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the 

heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted, 18and that you, 

having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 19I am 

speaking in human terms because of your natural limitations. For just as you 

once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater 

iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness for 

sanctification. 

  20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 
21So what advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are 

ashamed? The end of those things is death. 22But now that you have been freed 

from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you get is sanctification. The end 

is eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal 

life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly stands. 



GOSPEL: Matthew 10:40-42 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 10th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
{When Jesus sends his disciples out as missionaries, he warns them of persecution and 
hardships they will face. He also promises to reward any who aid his followers and support 
their ministry.} 

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 40“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and 

whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 41Whoever welcomes a 

prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever 

welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the 

reward of the righteous; 42and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of 

these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will 

lose their reward.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON  

Silence for reflection may follow. 
 

The assembly stands. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Together we confess our faith: 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Called together in the Spirit’s embrace, let us pray for the mending of God’s 
world. 

A brief silence. 
We pray for the church. For exiled Christians, oppressed churches, and all who 

suffer persecution because of faith in you: deliver freedom, courage, and 

partners in peacemaking. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for the earth and its creatures. For sage grouse, wolverines, and all 

vulnerable species; for humans and the choices we face: sustain life and guide 

our stewardship of all that you have made. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 

great. 

 

 



We pray for the United States and Canada as we celebrate the founding of our 

nations. For the president and prime minister (these leaders may be prayed for 

by name); for the congress and parliament: grant wisdom and hearts for 

justice, that all our people flourish. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for those in need. For those who seek jobs, shelter, food, health, and 

love; for dear ones known to us (especially): meet their need by your bountiful 

compassion and our community’s action. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for all who worship you today. For wise elders and curious seekers, 

joyful spirits and burdened souls: give holy welcome, share tender mercies, 

and deepen trust in your goodness. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
We give thanks for all who have died in the faith and received the reward of 

the righteous (especially). Bless their memory among us and their life with you. 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

All these things, and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your 

care through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you.  
   
The minister and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
Peace be with you. 
Peace be with you. 
 

 
OFFERING 
 
 
 
 



OFFERTORY HYMN  
The assembly stands. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Merciful Father, 

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our 

selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive 

them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

All glory to you, Almighty God, heavenly Father:  

out of Your great love for us You gave Your only Son Jesus, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have 

eternal life. 

It was your Son Jesus  

who freely surrendered Himself to suffer death 

 on the cross for us and for our salvation. 

There, on that cross,  

He willingly offered Himself up as a full,  

perfect, and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 

 

 

 



By that gift of love and grace 

we are your people,  

born of water and word, 

served, fed, and forgiven at your Holy Table 

and called together by Your Holy Spirit. 

Therefore we offer ourselves 

as disciples who follow 

as witnesses to the world 

and as living memory of His gift of grace. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine,  

that they may be for us the body and blood of your Son our Lord.  

Amen, come Lord Jesus. 
 
On the night in which He was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; 

this is my body, given for you. 

 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, 

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant 

in my blood, shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

With this bread and cup 

we remember our Lord's passover from death to life 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 



 
Send your Holy Spirit upon us: 

as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, 

so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, 

that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son our Lord. 

 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, 

both now and forever.  Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen.  
 
LAMB OF GOD 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
 grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 
The assembly is seated. 

 
 



 
The Holy Communion is distributed with these or similar words: 

The body of Christ, given for you 
The blood of Christ, shed for you 
 
COMMUNION HYMN 
Following the Holy Communion the congregation stands: 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in 
his grace.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 

healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would 

strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward 

one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

    
The assembly stands. 

BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
QUIET MEDITATION 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Counting Words 
Count how many times the word welcome is repeated in this short gospel reading. It 
sticks out like a palm in the desert. 
What does that word, welcome, mean to you? That you . . . 

are gladly received? 

may settle in? 

belong? 

are safe? 

share in a loving community? 

are wanted and necessary? 

are not all by yourself? 

There is, of course, the opposite of welcome: rejection. Earlier in this chapter of 

Matthew, when Jesus tells the disciples what to expect, he warns that those who 

proclaim and bring good news of the kingdom of heaven, those who choose the way 

of Jesus, will not always find a welcome for themselves or for their good news. 

Disciples may discover that they are . . . 

turned away. 

homeless. 

excluded or banned. 

vulnerable. 

friendless. 

shunned or not needed. 

alone. 

Count another word: whoever. It’s as wondrous as a palm in the desert. It means no 
one is excluded and anyone is included! Jesus binds the words whoever and welcome 
together. 
Good news from Jesus is nearly always surprising and predictably countercultural. 
Miracles and parables, what he does and says, catch his fans and foes off guard. The 
unlikely company Jesus keeps, the whoevers who welcome him, those he gathers in 
and sends out in his name, are shocked and are shockers! 
Jesus’ “who-can-believe-it?” good news means that though we find ourselves 
rejected by those we thought or hoped would receive us, we may mercifully 
discover that we belong with ones we never imagined would embrace us. We may 
thankfully learn that we are secure with those who once scared us. We are wanted 
and needed among the beloved weak ones and there, with them, experience the 
gracious reward of life in the communion of saints and sinners whoever they or we 
may be. 



 
Daily Readings for the Week July 2-8 

Sunday:  Jeremiah 28:5-9 

Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 

Romans 6:12-23 

Matthew 10:40-42 

Monday:  Psalm 119:161-168 

1 Kings 21:1-16 

1 Thessalonians 4:9-12 

Tuesday:  Psalm 119:161-168 

1 Kings 21:17-291 

1 John 4:1-6 

Wednesday:  Psalm 119:161-168 

Jeremiah 18:1-11 

Matthew 11:20-24 

Thursday:  Psalm 145:8-14 

Zechariah 1:1-6 

Romans 7:1-6 

Friday:  Psalm 145:8-14 

Zechariah 2:6-13 

Romans 7:7-20 

Saturday: Psalm 145:8-14 

Zechariah 4:1-7 

Luke 10:21-24 
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