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Welcome to St. David's Lutheran Church!
We are blessed by your presence and honored that you have chosen to worship with us
today.
For your safety please maintain social distancing from anyone who does not reside with
you. Singing is discouraged due to the nature of breathing to do so during the pandemic.
Please refrain from shaking hands or touching anyone while greetings are shared. Also,
please wear your mask to show your love for your neighbor’s health that all may be well.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered to all in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Children are also welcomed to receive the elements at the Lord’s
table at St. David’s with the guidance and consent of their parents or guardians. During this
time of pandemic, we will practice the teaching of concomitance recognizing that the
presence of Christ is in both elements as we will be receiving the host. Persons, who may
not wish to receive the bread and wine of the communion, are still welcome to come to the
table to receive a blessing. To do so please fold your hands and bow your head. Distribution
of the elements will take place at the conclusion of the service at the door as you exit to go
in peace.
Prayer Requests will be spoken or held within our hearts during a time in the prayers of
the congregation. Listen for the pastor to bid for you to share the names of those you wish
to pray for.
For your comfort there is a restroom, equipped with a changing table located upstairs.
Simply exit through the double doors back into the narthex. The restroom is straight ahead
in the parlor, beside the grandfather clock.
Devotional – The worship folder you are holding is also a weekly devotional booklet. The
prayers and Scripture readings are appropriate for use at any time during the week. The
liturgy itself is a Scripturally based order for daily prayer and devotion with Scriptural
references noted where they apply. Even the hymns are appropriate tools for prayer and
praise. Finally, there is a daily lectionary of Scripture readings for the rest of the week on
the last printed page.

INTRODUCTION

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the
love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us
free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the
church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission.

WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

The assembly stands.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and
uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of
life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩
Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through
faith. Amen.
The assembly stands.

GATHERING HYMN “Christ is Made the Sure Foundation”
You may hum instead of sing.
(Instrumental)
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. . . .

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the
church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep
them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend
them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving
peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
The assembly is seated.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34
A reading from Jeremiah the 31st chapter.
{The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live
upright lives. To know the LORD means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The
renewed covenant is possible only because the LORD will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies
in a God who forgets.}
31The

days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant
that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them
out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their
husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the
house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them,
and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my
people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know
the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says
the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 46 (read responsively)
The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. (Ps. 46:7)
1God

is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
3though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shall help it at the break of day.
6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth melts away.
7The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
8Come now, regard the works of the LORD,
what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with
fire.
10“Be still, then, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”
11The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
All: The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. (Ps. 46:7)

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28
A reading from Romans the 3rd chapter.
{Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No human
beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship
with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us
from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ.}
19Now

we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under
the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held
accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by
deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.
21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and
is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through
faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put
forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did
this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed
over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that
he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.
27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of
works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by
faith apart from works prescribed by the law.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Spoken)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: John 8:31-36
The holy gospel according to John the 8th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
{Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the truth that
sets people free from sin.}
31Jesus

said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word,
you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will
make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and
have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be
made free’?”
34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a
slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the
son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free
indeed.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY

The assembly is seated.
Silence for reflection may follow.

HYMN OF THE DAY “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
You may hum instead of sing.
You are invited to read the text while the hymn is being played.

1 A mighty fortress is our God,
a bulwark never failing;
our helper frees us from the flood
of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe,
forsworn to work us woe,
with guile and dreadful might
is armed to wage the fight:
on earth there is no equal.

(Instrumental)

2 If we in our own strength confide,
our striving turns to losing;
the righteous one fights by our side,
the one of God's own choosing.
You ask who this may be:
Christ Jesus, it is he,
the Lord of hosts by name.
No other God we claim!
None else can win the battle.
3 Though all the world with devils fill
and threaten to devour us,
we tremble not, we trust God's will:
they cannot overpow'r us.
Though Satan rant and rage,
in fiercest war engage,
this tyrant's doomed to fail;
God's judgement must prevail!
One little word shall triumph.
4 God's Word shall stand above the pow'rs,
shall end all their thanksgiving.
The Spirit and the gifts are ours,
for God with us is living.
Let goods and kindred go,
this mortal life also;
though all of these be gone,
they yet have nothing won.
The kingdom's our forever!

Together we confess our faith:
8:00AM ONLY
APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

◆10:30 AM ONLY RITE OF CONFIRMATION
◆PRESENTATION
At the conclusion of the hymn of the day, those making affirmation may gather with the ministers at the font.
They may be joined by others from the assembly.

Sisters and Brothers in Christ, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for
these people, one with us in the body of Christ, who are making public
affirmation of their baptism in the rite of Confirmation.
Council President presents those making affirmation.

I present Jon Taylor Allison, Drake Brady Rouser and Rylee Jean Sweeney who
desire to make public affirmation of their baptism.
The presiding minister may continue with prayer.

Let us pray.
Merciful God, we thank you for this sister and these brothers, whom you have
made your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called them to
yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished them in
the community of faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of
baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We
ask this in the name of Christ.
Amen.
◆PROFESSION OF FAITH
Brothers and sisters in Christ: In Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received
you and made you members of his Church. In the community of God’s people,
you have learned from his Word God’s loving purpose for you and all creation.
You have been nourished at his holy table and called to be witnesses to the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.
The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of baptism.

Now therefore I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and
confess the faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
Response: I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
Response: I renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Response: I renounce them.
The presiding minister addresses the candidates and the assembly.
The assembly stands.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
The assembly is seated.

◆AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM

The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of baptism.

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the
covenant God made with you in holy baptism:
to live among God's faithful people,
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord's supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
Each person responds: I do, and

I ask God to help and guide me.
The minister addresses the assembly.

People of God, do you promise to support this sister and these brothers and
pray for them in their life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
Those making affirmation may kneel. The presiding minister prays for God's blessing laying both hands on
the head of the person and saying:

Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us
new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life.
Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up in name the gift of your Holy Spirit;
confirm her/his faith, guide her/his life, empower her/him in her/his serving,
give her/him patience in suffering, and bring her/him to everlasting life.
Amen.
Those making public affirmation stand and face the assembly. A representative of the congregation addresses
the assembly.

Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ.
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.
Together we will give thanks and praise to God
and proclaim the good news to all the world.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world,
and all those in need.
A brief silence.

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the
church is in error, reform it. Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it.
Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working of the Holy Spirit.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for
this planet as a holy habitation for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands
recovering from natural disasters of any kind (especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our
own land. Free all from slavery and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s
way. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant
healing touch to those who are ill (especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained
firm in their commitment to the one who frees us from sin and death. Centered
in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for
our ancestors who have shown us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther
and those who work for the renewal of the church. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we
pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE (PEACE IS OFFERED WITHOUT TOUCHING OUR NEIGHBORS)
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
The ministers and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Peace be with you.
Peace be with you.
Please remain standing after the Peace is shared.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever.
You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with
these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting
life. And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Spoken)
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.
LAMB OF GOD (Spoken)
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.

◆◆10:30 AM ONLY FIRST COMMUNION◆◆
On this day we give special recognition to youth members of St. David's Lutheran
Church who have been instructed in the promises of God's grace in Holy
Communion and in the proper reception of receiving this most holy sacrament.
As Braeden, Lexi, and Canyon receive the real presence in the breaking of bread
for the first time, bless them O God, and reassure them that they are always
welcome at your table to eat and drink and receive the assurance of your gift of
forgiveness of sins.
O Giving God, help them and help all of us to be open to your gift of love and
the receiving of your presence in this sacrament of Holy Communion.
As we eat of the bread, which represents your body, which is the True and Living
Bread, open our eyes to recognize the intimacy that you yearn to share with us.
O Loving God, teach us to love you above all else, even above our ambitions.
As we drink the cup, which is Christ’s blood shed for us, we thank you for the new
covenant, “Love one another,” which is written on our hearts. Help us to live it
out.
Tender God, may your great sacrifice of redeeming love renew us for loving
service and for sacrifice for others. Let us worship here and leave refreshed
to serve.
May this Lord’s Supper energize every area of our lives and enable us to
transcend our circumstances, our inadequacies, and our enemies.
God you see us fully, therefore touch and empower us so that our lives will
be remarkable testimonies of your presence.
We praise you, O God, who made us your people through the death and
resurrection of your Son, our Lord.
Abide in us, and throughout this service, our Savior and Redeemer. Fill us
with the life-giving power of the Holy Spirit, so that when we leave this
place, we will be forever changed. Amen.
First Communion youth and parents come forward to receive their 1st Communion.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to
you. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you
peace.
Amen.
QUIET MEDITATION
SENDING HYMN “Built on a Rock”
You may hum instead of sing.
(Instrumental)
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

GOSPEL MESSAGE
October 25, 2020
REFORMATION SUNDAY
Before the Truth Is Finished
“You will know the truth,” Jesus said, “and the truth will make you free”
(John 8:32).
“The truth will set you free,” David Foster Wallace wrote, “but not until it’s
finished with you.”
Before the truth is finished with us, it demands that we admit that we are not
already free. We are enslaved to sin. This is the part of the truth that Luther called
the law: the hard part that points out that we are controlled by our fears and
desires, our self-absorption and self-doubt, our addictions and facades.
Here’s the truth: You are not your Sunday best or your Facebook profile. You are
broken, and enslaved by your attempts to cover it up. That can be hard to hear,
but until it sinks in we are unable to be released and receive the truth of the
gospel, the good news of grace.
Today we celebrate Reformation Day, and in the spirit of Martin Luther the
church must be always reforming, always pointing beyond itself to God’s grace.
The temptation is always there to settle for so little: a cozy collective of our most
presentable selves, the right side of social issues, pat answers to
incomprehensible mysteries of the universe.
Jesus’ invitation is to bring the mess that we’re in, the mess that we are. We are
called to show up as our true selves, fears and regrets and doubts and all. God
can handle it. The communion of saints—that is, us, the people of God—can
handle it. You are loved. You are forgiven. You are free.
The truth of God that sets us free first tears us open. Church can and must be a
place where we bring our broken-open selves and encounter the healing power
of a God who sees us, knows us, loves us as we are, and sets us free.

Daily Readings for the Week October 25-31
Sunday:

Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalm 46
Romans 3:19-28
John 8:31-36
Psalm 119:41-48
Deuteronomy 6:1-9, 20-25
James 2:8-13
Psalm 119:41-48
Deuteronomy 10:10-22
James 2:14-26
Psalm 119:41-48
Proverbs 16:1-20
Matthew 19:16-22
Psalm 43
1 Samuel 2:27-36
Romans 2:17-29
Psalm 43
Ezekiel 13:1-16
2 Peter 2:1-3
Psalm 43
Malachi 1:6—2:9
Matthew 23:13-28
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