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Welcome to St. David's Lutheran Church!

We are blessed by your presence and honored that you have chosen to worship with us
today.
For your safety please maintain social distancing from anyone who does not reside with
you. Singing is discouraged due to the nature of breathing to do so during the pandemic.
Please refrain from shaking hands or touching anyone while greetings are shared. Also,
please wear your mask to show your love for your neighbor’s health that all may be well.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered to all in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Children are also welcomed to receive the elements at the Lord’s
table at St. David’s with the guidance and consent of their parents or guardians. During this
time of pandemic, we will practice the teaching of concomitance recognizing that the
presence of Christ is in both elements as we will be receiving the host. Persons, who may
not wish to receive the bread and wine of the communion, are still welcome to come to the
table to receive a blessing. To do so please fold your hands and bow your head. Distribution
of the elements will take place at the conclusion of the service at the door as you exit to go
in peace.
Prayer Requests will be spoken or held within our hearts during a time in the prayers of
the congregation. Listen for the pastor to bid for you to share the names of those you wish
to pray for.
For your comfort there is a restroom, equipped with a changing table located upstairs.
Simply exit through the double doors back into the narthex. The restroom is straight ahead
in the parlor, beside the grandfather clock.
Devotional – The worship folder you are holding is also a weekly devotional booklet. The
prayers and Scripture readings are appropriate for use at any time during the week. The
liturgy itself is a Scripturally based order for daily prayer and devotion with Scriptural
references noted where they apply. Even the hymns are appropriate tools for prayer and
praise. Finally, there is a daily lectionary of Scripture readings for the rest of the week on
the last printed page.

PIANO PRELUDES

The assembly stands.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
CALL TO WORSHIP
I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this
day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. Luke 2:10-11
Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those
whom he favors!
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has
brightened weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and
empower us to proclaim the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.

HYMN

PRAYER OF ADORATION
Praise the Lord! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in the
company of the upright, in the congregation. Great are the works of the
Lord, studied by all who delight in them. Full of honor and majesty is his
work, and his righteousness endures forever. May we forever walk in the
light of your Christ and know the glory of his salvation, through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God forever and ever. Amen.
Amid the darkness of this world, let us confess our sin
and welcome the light of God's forgiveness.
CONFESSION
God of grace and truth,
in Christ Jesus you come among us
as light shining in the darkness.
We confess that we have not welcomed the light,
and have not trusted the good news of great joy.
We have not loved you with our whole heart,
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We have sinned in thought, word and deed.
We repent, and are sorry for all our sins.
Forgive us and renew our hope,
so that we may live in the fullness of your love,
trusting in the grace of Christ our Lord.
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The angel said, you shall call his name Jesus
for he will save his people from their sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
it is with great joy that, I announce to you
the entire forgiveness of your sins,
in the name of the Father, and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

LESSONS AND CAROLS
FIRST READING: Micah 5:2–5a
A reading from Micah, the 5th chapter.
2But

you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.
4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;
5and he shall be the one of peace.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN

SECOND READING: Matthew 1:18–25
A reading from Matthew, the 1st chapter.
18Now

the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a
righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to
dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be
afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his
people from their sins." 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by
the Lord through the prophet:
23"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel, which means, "God is with us." 24When
Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he
took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had
borne a son; and he named him Jesus.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN

THIRD READING: Luke 2:8–20
A reading from Luke, the 2nd chapter.
8In

that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel
said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great
joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who
is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
14"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken
place, which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with haste and
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured
all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told
them.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN

FOURTH READING: Hebrews 1:4-9
A reading from Hebrews, the 1st chapter.
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the
prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he
appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 3He is
the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and he
sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than
theirs.
5For to which of the angels did God ever say,
"You are my Son;
today I have begotten you"?
Or again,
"I will be his Father,
and he will be my Son."?
6And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,
"Let all God's angels worship him."
7Of the angels he says,
"He makes his angels winds,
and his servants flames of fire."
8But of the Son he says,
"Your throne, O God, is forever and ever,
and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom.
9You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;
therefore God, your God, has anointed you
with the oil of gladness beyond your companions."
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN

FIFTH READING: John 1:1–14
A reading from John, the 1st chapter.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being
4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light,
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet
the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own
people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his
name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN

The assembly is seated.

HOMILY
The assembly stands

Together we confess our faith:
NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.

Night and day, all creation praises you, O God. Strengthen your church across
nations, denominations, and traditions. Fill us with wisdom and unify our
proclamation of your forgiveness and mercy. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
All creation is holy to you, O God. You cause the earth to bring forth its shoots
and gardens to spring up. Protect hibernating animals and frozen lands that
wait earnestly for longer days of awakening and growth. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
The nations are upheld by your hand, O God. Cause righteousness and praise to
spring forth, inspiring leaders to serve with compassion and integrity. Send
your spirit of discernment upon legislators grappling with complex decisions
for the sake of the common good. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Send the spirit of your Son into our hearts, O God. Come quickly to hearts that
race with fear, hearts that break with grief, and hearts that long for wholeness
(especially). Reveal your power to heal and to save. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Adopt us into your family, O God. Bless our elders with the peace and joy of
Simeon and Anna. Strengthen those who have retired, those who work in older
age, and those in need of income, food, company, or health care. Connect young
and old across generations. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Let us depart in peace, O God, according to your word. For (John, apostle and
evangelist, and) all your saints, we give you thanks. Prepare our salvation in the
sight of all your witnesses of every time and place. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all
our prayers to you, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

PEACE (PEACE IS OFFERED WITHOUT TOUCHING OUR NEIGHBORS)
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
The ministers and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Peace be with you.
Peace be with you.

Please remain standing after the Peace is shared.

OFFERING PRAYER
Good and loving God,
we rejoice in the birth of Jesus,
who came among the poor to bring the riches of your grace.
As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others.
With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven,
we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh
you have opened the eyes of faith
to a new and radiant vision of your glory,
that, beholding the God made visible,
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Spoken)
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Holy God, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets' hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary's openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Holy Spirit.
Come among us.
Bless this meal.
By the power of your Holy Spirit,
may your Word take flesh in this bread and wine.
Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
LAMB OF GOD
Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace.

HYMN

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.
QUIET MEDITATION

SENDING HYMN

DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PIANO POSTLUDE

GOSPEL MESSAGE
December 27, 2020
FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
These Old, Tired Eyes
After hours of watching the news on
television or scrolling through social
media posts on screens big or small, your
eyes can get tired. They get worn out not
only from staring at the blue light of
screens, but also from the unending
stream of bad news. You might go to the
newspaper, your favorite news channel, or
Twitter with hopes of finding something
good happening. Too often, you find the
overwhelming problems of the world. It
gets old. Your eyes get tired of seeing it all.
Two wise, faithful elders were in the
temple praying and eagerly awaiting the
good news that God had always promised
to bring. They were filled with expectation
and hope. But they were getting quite old,
and after a long time of hoping, hopes can
diminish. Faith can dwindle; eyes can get
tired. Yet somehow, Simeon and Anna kept
coming to the temple each day to pray and
to wait.
Then the day came. The Spirit had guided
Simeon. Anna had been sustained by her
faith. Their old, tired eyes stayed open to
see God’s saving acts in plain sight: Jesus
was born to be the Savior and Messiah.
Simeon says: “My eyes have seen your
salvation!” (Luke 2:30). Anna gives thanks
and prophesies about the redemption
Jesus brings (Luke 2:38). In seeing God’s
faithfulness, their hope is affirmed and
renewed.
Many faithful people wait a long, long time
to see what God will do to continue the
story of salvation. Many elders among us
have lived through trying times, never

giving up hope, never ceasing to pray,
always expecting that God will be faithful.
In Christ, our old, tired eyes have been
refreshed. All the bad news that wears us
out and ages our bodies and minds is met
with the good news of Jesus: God brings
healing and forgiveness to all. Our eyes
have seen God’s salvation!

Daily Readings for the Week
December 27-January 2
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:

Saturday:

Psalm 148
Exodus 33:18-23
1 John 1:1-9
Psalm 148
Jeremiah 31:15-17
Matthew 2:13-18
Psalm 148
Isaiah 49:5-15
Matthew 12:46-50
Psalm 148
Proverbs 9:1-12
2 Peter 3:8-13
Psalm 148
1 Kings 3:5-14
John 8:12-19
Name of Jesus
Numbers 6:22-27
Psalm 8
Galatians 4:4-7 or
Philippians 2:5-11
Luke 2:15-21
Psalm 148
Proverbs 1:1-7
James 3:13-18
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