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Welcome to St. David's Lutheran Church!
We are blessed by your presence and honored that you have chosen to worship
with us today. Please take a moment to sign the friendship sheet that is
located in the booklet at the end of each pew, near the center aisle. These
sheets will be collected with the offering.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered to all who are baptized in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit and who recognize
the Sacrament as the true body and blood of our Lord. Baptized children are
also welcome to the Lord’s table at St. David’s with the guidance and consent of
their parents or guardians.
Prayer Requests may be made by placing the request in the small wooden box
at the rear, near the doors through which you entered. The acolyte will
collect the requests and they will be included during the prayers of the
congregation.
For your comfort there is a restroom and a water fountain located upstairs.
Simply exit through the double doors back into the narthex. The restroom is
straight ahead in the parlor, beside the grandfather clock, and the water
fountain is to the right at the beginning of the hallway.
Devotional –Copies of Scripture readings for the month of December, Gospel
Messages for Advent, Christ in Our Home (large print) devotions and The Word
in Season devotions are located on the table in the back, next to the prayer box.
For your convenience there is a cry room for infants, equipped with changing
table and supplies, a crib, rocking chairs, blankets, and toys. Simply exit
through the double doors back into the narthex, turn right down the hallway,
and it is the last room on the left.

INTRODUCTION
In Isaiah the people are bid to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock from which they were hewn.
Jesus declares that the church will be built on the rock of Peter’s bold confession of faith. God’s word of
reconciliation and mercy are keys to the church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this
world, but to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body of Christ.
From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual worship through word and deed.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The assembly stands.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Rejoicing in the abundant and steadfast love of God in Christ Jesus,
emboldened and called by the power of the Holy Spirit, and trusting in the
healing and forgiveness of the God who is Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit let us
confess our sin.
(Kneel or Stand)

Silence is kept for reflection.

Just and gracious God,
you call us into the freedom of light and life in your presence,
yet we choose the darkness and bondage of sin.
Our lives bear the wounds of that sin,
the sin of our own action,
unholy thoughts, unholy words, unholy deeds,
and the sin of our own inaction,
injustice ignored, kindness not done, humility not shown.
Heal the wounds of our sin, forgive us, renew us, free us.
Let the power of your Holy Spirit reign over us,
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

People of God:
When we were dead in our trespasses, God made us alive together with Christ,
nailing the record of our sins to the cross. Therefore, as a called and
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sin, in the name of the Father,
and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
KYRIE
In peace let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord. Lord have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. . . .
God of all creation, you reach out to call people of all nations to your kingdom.
As you gather disciples from near and far, count us also among those who
boldly confess your Son Jesus Christ as Lord.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 51:1-6
A reading from Isaiah the 51st chapter.
{Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so now God
offers comfort to Zion. God’s deliverance will come soon and will never end.}
1Listen

to me, you that pursue righteousness,
you that seek the LORD.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn,
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
2Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah who bore you;
for he was but one when I called him,
but I blessed him and made him many.
3For the LORD will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste places,
and will make her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the LORD;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.
4Listen to me, my people,
and give heed to me, my nation;
for a teaching will go out from me,
and my justice for a light to the peoples.
5I will bring near my deliverance swiftly,
my salvation has gone out
and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me,
and for my arm they hope.
6Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
and look at the earth beneath;
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats;
but my salvation will be forever,
and my deliverance will never be ended.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND LESSON: Romans 12:1-8
A reading from Romans the 12th chapter.
{In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing lives.
Our values and viewpoints are not molded by this age, but are transformed by the Spirit’s
renewing work. God’s grace empowers different forms of service among Christians, but all
forms of ministry function to build up the body of Christ.}
1I

appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is
your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of
God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.
3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of
yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober
judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as
in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same
function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are
members one of another. 6We have gifts that differ according to the grace given
to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in
teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in
diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands.

GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-20
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 16th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

{At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son
of the living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the
very gates of Hades.}
13Now

when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some
say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16Simon Peter
answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus
answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has
not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not
prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose
on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not
to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

The assembly is seated.
Silence for reflection may follow.
The assembly stands.

Together we confess our faith:
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Generous, compassionate God, we gather before you to pray for the church, the
world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
God our rock, provide a strong foundation for your church on earth. Unite it in
joyful praise, service, and mission. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You make deserts into gardens and the wilderness into Eden. Restore the clean
and pleasant beauty of your creation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
You shine the light of justice on the nations. Deliver us quickly from evil,
protect the defenseless, and bring peace to warring lands (especially). Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

You renew our minds and transform our bodies. Wait with all who seek a cure
or long for relief from chronic pain. Bring comfort and healing to all who suffer
illness in spirit, mind, or body (especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You give gifts to all. Build up this assembly. Increase our generosity,
compassion, and cheerfulness. Lift up from among us prophets, ministers,
teachers, and diligent leaders. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Your salvation lasts forever. Console us here on earth until we join all who
praise you without end. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Into your hands we place all our prayers, spoken and unspoken, trusting in the
mercy of Christ Jesus. Amen.
PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
The minister and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Peace be with you.
Peace be with you.
OFFERING

OFFERTORY HYMN

The assembly stands.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Merciful Father,
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive
them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
All glory to you, Almighty God, heavenly Father:
out of Your great love for us You gave Your only Son Jesus,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have
eternal life.
It was your Son Jesus
who freely surrendered Himself to suffer death
on the cross for us and for our salvation.
There, on that cross,
He willingly offered Himself up as a full,
perfect, and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.
By that gift of love and grace
we are your people,
born of water and word,
served, fed, and forgiven at your Holy Table
and called together by Your Holy Spirit.
Therefore we offer ourselves
as disciples who follow
as witnesses to the world
and as living memory of His gift of grace.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine,
that they may be for us the body and blood of your Son our Lord.
Amen, come Lord Jesus.

On the night in which He was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying:
Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup,
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant
in my blood, shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord's passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Send your Holy Spirit upon us:
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son our Lord.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
LAMB OF GOD
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.
The assembly is seated.
The Holy Communion is distributed with these or similar words:

The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you
COMMUNION HYMN

Following the Holy Communion the congregation stands:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The assembly stands.

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
QUIET MEDITATION
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Choices
Jesus picked a great place to ask his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son
of Man is?” (Matt. 16:13). Caesarea Philippi is the city formerly named Paneas,
in honor of Pan, the Greek god of shepherds and flocks. Built by Herod the
Great and rebuilt by his son, Philip, Caesarea Philippi was where empire,
power, wealth, and other gods were displayed. In the midst of a sea of choices,
Jesus asks his question.
The Roman Empire has been replaced by today’s globe-spanning economic and
political alliances. Military might continues to impress and influence people.
The comforts that wealth and status can bring still motivate people’s choices
and actions. Power, might, and wealth still compete with Jesus for our hearts.
And more than ever, we are aware of the teachings of other religions. In the
midst of all these choices, Jesus still wants to know who his people say that he
is.
Peter answers with God’s own perspective—Jesus is the saving presence of the
living God, right in the midst of all the other “gods” that would distract us. As
we move into a new school year, a new neighborhood, or a new harvest season,
we have opportunities to make our confession of faith in Jesus, to show he is
the center of our lives through the choices we make. We can choose some less
expensive school supplies for ourselves and use the savings to buy school
supplies for the community’s collection; donate furniture from the old house to
a family in need instead of selling it; contemplate how our management of
material resources reflects our answer to Jesus’ question. And when visitors
show up in worship, we can seek them out and welcome them with all the
warmth and joy that we receive from Jesus. Jesus can and will build the church
on the faith we live out in the midst of a world full of choices.

Daily Readings for the Week August 27-September 2
Sunday:

Isaiah 51:1-6
Psalm 138
Romans 12:1-8
Matthew 16:13-20

Monday:

Psalm 18:1-3, 20-32
1 Samuel 7:3-13
Romans 2:1-11
Psalm 18:1-3, 20-32
Deuteronomy 32:18-20, 28-39
Romans 11:33-36
Psalm 18:1-3, 20-32
Isaiah 28:14-22
Matthew 26:6-13

Tuesday:
Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday:
Saturday:

Psalm 26:1-8
Jeremiah 14:13-18
Ephesians 5:1-6
Psalm 26:1-8
Jeremiah 15:1-9
2 Thessalonians 2:7-12
Psalm 26:1-8
Jeremiah 15:10-14
Matthew 8:14-17
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