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Welcome to St. David's Lutheran Church!
We are blessed by your presence and honored that you have chosen to worship
with us today. Please take a moment to sign the friendship sheet that is
located in the booklet at the end of each pew, near the center aisle. These
sheets will be collected with the offering.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered to all who are baptized in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit and who recognize
the Sacrament as the true body and blood of our Lord. Baptized children are
also welcome to the Lord’s table at St. David’s with the guidance and consent of
their parents or guardians.
Prayer Requests may be made by placing the request in the small wooden box
at the rear, near the doors through which you entered. The acolyte will
collect the requests and they will be included during the prayers of the
congregation.
For your comfort there is a restroom, equipped with a changing table and
supplies and a water fountain located upstairs. Simply exit through the
double doors back into the narthex. The restroom is straight ahead in the
parlor, beside the grandfather clock, and the water fountain is to the right at
the beginning of the hallway.
Devotional – The worship folder you are holding is also a weekly devotional
booklet. The prayers and Scripture readings are appropriate for use at any
time during the week. The liturgy itself is a Scripturally based order for daily
prayer and devotion with Scriptural references noted where they apply.
Even the hymns are appropriate tools for prayer and praise. Finally, there is
a daily lectionary of Scripture readings for the rest of the week on the last
printed page.

INTRODUCTION
This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the vine. Christ the vine
and we the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual abiding that we read of in the
gospel and the first letter of John. Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes
us alive with Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent
out to bear fruit for the life of the world.

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The assembly stands. The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory
of your holy name. Amen.
The minister stands and addresses the congregation.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
KYRIE
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love
what you command and desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of
this world, our hearts may be fixed where true joy is found; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

FIRST LESSON: Acts 8:26-40
A reading from Acts, the 8th chapter.
{Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his African home after having
been to Jerusalem to worship. Philip uses their encounter to proclaim the gospel to him. Upon coming to
faith in Jesus, the Ethiopian is baptized by Philip.}
26An

angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So
he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come
to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he
was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this
chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet
Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31He replied,
“How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit
beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
33In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say
this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and
starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus.
36As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch
said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 38He
commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went
down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the
water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no
more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and
as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the
towns until he came to Caesarea.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 22:24-30 (read responsively)
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD. (Ps. 22:26)
24 My praise is of him in the great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him.
25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
and those who seek the LORD shall praise him:
"May your heart live forever!"
26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD,
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.
27 For kingship belongs to the LORD;
he rules over the nations.
28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship;
all who go down to the dust fall before him.
29 My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him;
they shall be known as the LORD's forever.
30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn
the saving deeds that he has done.
All: All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the
LORD. (Ps. 22:26)

SECOND LESSON: 1 John 4:7-21
A reading from 1 John the 4th chapters.
{We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love God, whom we have not seen,
while hating fellow Christians, whom we regularly see. Love toward God is to be matched by love toward
others because the essence of God is love.}
7Beloved,

let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who
loves is born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know
God, for God is love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent
his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 10In this is love,
not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to
love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives
in us, and his love is perfected in us.
13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given
us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his
Son as the Savior of the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is
the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known and believe the love
that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in
them. 17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness
on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no
fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment,
and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he
first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters,
are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen,
cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from
him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands.

GOSPEL: John 15:1-8
The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 15th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
{On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they would have with him. Those
who abide in his word and love would bear fruit, for apart from him, they could do nothing.}

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He
removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit
he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the
word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the
branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you
unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide
in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do
nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and
withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will
be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and
become my disciples.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Together we confess our faith:
NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Rejoicing in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we pray for the
witness of the church, the wholeness of creation, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.

For ministries that nurture faith formation. For missionaries and Bible study
leaders. For those who are seeking, questioning, or curious. For seminarians,
campus ministers, and the newly baptized, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For the beauty and health of the earth. For vineyards and orchards, groves and
plains. For rain forests and arctic tundra. For volcanoes and mountains, hills
and valleys. For oceans deep and rivers wide, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For spears to be beat into pruning hooks. For harsh words to be reformed into
loving speech. For bombs and sniper attacks to cease. For justice and peace in
every land, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For homeless youth and rejected children. For isolated grandparents and
lonely nursing home residents. For the shamed, the slighted, and the
disregarded members of our communities. For all the sick (especially), let us
pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For all who live with post-traumatic stress disorder and postpartum
depression. For all who struggle with eating disorders and anorexia. For all
who suffer in silence and all who suffer alone, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

In thanksgiving for (Catherine of Siena and) all the mystics and theologians
who live eternally with you. For those we mourn and those we would rather
forget. For the kingdom on earth to be as it is in heaven, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
We entrust all our prayers to you, gracious God. Receive them by the power of
the Holy Spirit and the love of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
The minister and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Peace be with you.
Peace be with you.

Please be seated, while the table is set.
The assembly stands.

OFFERING PRAYER
Merciful Father,
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive
them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine,
that they may be for us the body and blood of your Son our Lord.
Amen, come Lord Jesus.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.
Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.
Send us forth,
burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God,
blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.
Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.
The assembly is seated.
The Holy Communion is distributed with these or similar words:

The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you
COMMUNION HYMN

Following the Holy Communion the congregation stands:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.
QUIET MEDITATION
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

April 29, 2018
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Growing Fruit
What is your strategy for living a fruitful life? Keep busy! Stay active! Make a
to-do list! Watch another TED talk! Read another book! Get to the gym, to the
store, to the school to pick up the kids! Take a multivitamin! Buy the latest
gadgets and download the latest apps! All this will surely keep you on track so
that you will bear fruit in your life.
Do these strategies line up with God’s desire for us? Today Jesus sums up God’s
strategy for our fruit-bearing in one word: abide. Jesus uses this word eight
times (perhaps once for each day of the week plus one for good measure?).
Maybe he knows how difficult it is for some of his followers to be instead of do.
Jesus says the way of fruitfulness is for branches (us) to abide in the vine
(him). This way seems to contradict our preferred strategies for growth.
Rather than depending on constant movement, this fruitfulness is the result of
being planted in God. Rather than living our lives behind isolating screens and
walls, abundant growth is born out of connectedness with God and others.
Fruit comes from dwelling, not doing. This fruit is the result of reliance and
interdependence on the vine, not exhausting efforts at control over our own
fruitfulness.
The fruit we produce is not the result of our doing but of God’s doing in us. This
is why we worship; to abide in God, to be replanted by the water of life, and to
be repotted at a table that nourishes. Abiding in the vine with Christ’s vitality
flowing through us, our fruit grows.

Daily Readings for the Week April 29-May
Sunday:

Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 8:26-40
Psalm 22:25-31
1 John 4:7-21
John 15:1-8

Monday:

Psalm 80
Isaiah 5:1-7
Galatians 5:16-26

Tuesday:

Psalm 80
Isaiah 32:9-20
James 3:17-18

Wednesday:

Psalm 80
Isaiah 65:17-25
John 14:18-31

Thursday:

Psalm 98
Isaiah 49:5-6
Acts 10:1-34

Friday:

Psalm 98
Isaiah 42:5-9
Acts 10:34-43

Saturday:

Psalm 98
Deuteronomy 32:44-47
Mark 10:42-45
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