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Welcome to St. David's Lutheran Church!
We are blessed by your presence and honored that you have chosen to worship
with us today. Please take a moment to sign the friendship sheet that is
located in the booklet at the end of each pew, near the center aisle. These
sheets will be collected with the offering.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is offered to all who are baptized in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit and who recognize
the Sacrament as the true body and blood of our Lord. Baptized children are
also welcome to the Lord’s table at St. David’s with the guidance and consent of
their parents or guardians.
Prayer Requests may be made by placing the request in the small wooden box
at the rear, near the doors through which you entered. The acolyte will
collect the requests and they will be included during the prayers of the
congregation.
For your comfort there is a restroom, equipped with a changing table and
supplies and a water fountain located upstairs. Simply exit through the
double doors back into the narthex. The restroom is straight ahead in the
parlor, beside the grandfather clock, and the water fountain is to the right at
the beginning of the hallway.
Devotional – The worship folder you are holding is also a weekly devotional
booklet. The prayers and Scripture readings are appropriate for use at any
time during the week. The liturgy itself is a Scripturally based order for daily
prayer and devotion with Scriptural references noted where they apply.
Even the hymns are appropriate tools for prayer and praise. Finally, there is
a daily lectionary of Scripture readings for the rest of the week on the last
printed page.

INTRODUCTION
The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the risen Christ shares
food with the disciples, meals that are the Easter template for the meal we share each
Lord’s day. In today’s gospel, Jesus both shares the disciples’ food and shows them the
meaning of his suffering, death, and resurrection through the scriptures: the two main
elements of our Sunday worship.

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The assembly stands. The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory
of your holy name. Amen.
The minister stands and addresses the congregation.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
KYRIE
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world, rescuing
us from the hopelessness of death. Grant your faithful people a share in the
joys that are eternal; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
The assembly is seated.

FIRST READING: Acts 3:12-19
A reading from Acts the 3rd chapter.
{After healing a crippled man, Peter preaches to the people how God’s promises to Israel have been fulfilled
in Jesus. Through the proclamation of Christ’s death and resurrection, God is offering them forgiveness and
restoration in Jesus’ name.}
12[Peter]

addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or
why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him
walk?13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of
our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and
rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 14But
you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given
to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To
this we are witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this
man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has
given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you.
17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your
rulers. 18In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets,
that his Messiah would suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your
sins may be wiped out.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: 133 (read responsively)
The LORD does wonders for the faithful. (Ps. 4:3)
Answer me when I call, O God, defender | of my cause;*
you set me free when I am hard-pressed; have mercy on me and | hear my
prayer.
2 "You mortals, how long will you dishon- | or my glory;*
how long will you worship dumb idols and run af- | ter false gods?"
3 Know that the LORD does wonders | for the faithful;*
when I call upon the LORD, | he will hear me.
4 Tremble, then, and | do not sin;*
speak to your heart in silence up- | on your bed.
5 Offer the appointed | sacrifices,*
and put your trust | in the LORD.
6 Many are saying, "Oh, that we might see | better times!"*
Lift up the light of your countenance upon | us, O LORD.
7 You have put gladness | in my heart,*
more than when grain and wine and | oil increase.
8 I lie down in peace; at once I | fall asleep;*
for only you, LORD, make me | dwell in safety.
1

All: The LORD does wonders for the faithful. (Ps. 4:3)

SECOND READING: 1 John 3:1-7
A reading from 1 John the 3rd chapter.
{God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the full details of our
future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed Jesus to take away our sins.}
1See

what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of
God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it
did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has
not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will
be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him
purify themselves, just as he is pure.
4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You
know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No
one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known
him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is
righteous, just as he is righteous.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly stands.

GOSPEL: Luke 24:36b-48
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 24th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
{In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the disciples to understand
him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised and sends them on a mission to proclaim the
message of repentance and forgiveness.}
36bJesus

himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with
you.” 37They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a
ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in
your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me
and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.”
40And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in
their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you
anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it
and ate in their presence.
44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was
still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the
prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to
understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Together we confess our faith:
NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Rejoicing in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we pray for the
witness of the church, the wholeness of creation, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.

Holy God, we pray for the church and its many expressions. Strengthen the
National Youth Gathering planning team. Prepare the hearts and minds of the
youth and adults who will experience your love this summer. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
Creating God, you gave us dominion over every living creature. Grant us
wisdom to use our power to develop sustainable farming and housing
practices. Slow down our rush to consume. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Merciful God, walk with all refugees who leave their homes to move to safety.
Protect them on their journey. Greet them with hospitality. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
Compassionate God, you heal us. For all who have not been granted the healing
they desire and for all who cannot access the care they need, send social
workers, doctors, parish nurses, and other caregivers. Today we pray
especially for . . . . Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God our provider, you call us to give generously. Bless the finance and
stewardship teams of this congregation. Make us joyful givers of the time,
talents, and treasures you have first given us. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of our ancestors, in you we have our beginning and our end. We remember
all the faithful departed. Enfold in a shield of peace all those who mourn
(especially). Hold them in your love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We entrust all our prayers to you, gracious God. Receive them by the power of
the Holy Spirit and the love of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
The minister and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Peace be with you.
Peace be with you.

Please be seated, while the table is set.
The assembly stands.

OFFERING PRAYER
Merciful Father,
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive
them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine,
that they may be for us the body and blood of your Son our Lord.
Amen, come Lord Jesus.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.
Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.
Send us forth,
burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God,
blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.
Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.
The assembly is seated.
The Holy Communion is distributed with these or similar words:

The body of Christ, given for you
The blood of Christ, shed for you
COMMUNION HYMN

Following the Holy Communion the congregation stands:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.
QUIET MEDITATION
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

April 15, 2018
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
Phantom Pains
After an amputation a majority of patients experience phantom pains. The arm
is not there, yet he feels it cramping. The hand is gone, yet she feels it
throbbing. The foot has been removed, yet he feels it twitching.
Today we meet the disciples, gathered together on the third day after the
crucifixion, afraid they are experiencing nothing more than the phantom pains
of grief. They had become one body, then on that gruesome day a part of their
body was severed from the rest. On this day, Christ returns, but they think they
know better. He is just a figment of their imaginations, a phantom pain of the
way things used to be, a ghost.
We live in a world full of phantoms. City centers that once were thriving are
lonely ghost towns. Forests and plains have been churned up and cut down and
turned into housing developments. At our own Easter gatherings, members of
the community who once were present are now missing.
In a phantom world we come to expect nothing but disembodied hope and
fleeting memory. But God is not a phantom. We are witnesses to an Easter God
who raised Jesus from the dead, who dressed Christ in flesh, and who is at
work today. This Easter God is restoring places where creation has been cut off
from creation, resurrecting our hollowed out, hazy, ghost town world and
dressing the earth and all her creatures in flesh and bone, in life once again.
We are people who “look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come” (Nicene Creed). We have become accustomed to those
phantom pains, but behold! This is no trick of the imagination. That which was
severed from us has been restored. Alleluia!

Daily Readings for the Week April 15-21
Sunday:

Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 3:12-19
Psalm 4
1 John 3:1-7
Luke 24:36b-48

Monday:

Psalm 150
Jeremiah 30:1-11a
1 John 3:10-16

Tuesday:

Psalm 150
Hosea 5:15—6:6
2 John 1-6

Wednesday:

Psalm 150
Proverbs 9:1-6
Mark 16:9-18

Thursday:

Psalm 23
Genesis 30:25-43
Acts 3:17-26

Friday:

Psalm 23
Genesis 46:28—47:6
Acts 4:1-4

Saturday:

Psalm 23
Genesis 48:8-19
Mark 6:30-34
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